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COUNCIL MEETING
26 July 2002

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

Leslie N Elton, Chief Executive
CL/89 
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 26 JULY 2002

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR J W HAMILTON) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
D Anderson, W J E Batty, D Bollands, D Boyes, M A Brain, 


H K Bulmer, N Callender, M Clelland, B Coates, W Dick, 


C Donovan, F J Donovan, M Duddin, J Eagle, M Gannon, M W Graham, J S Green, L Green, J Greenfield,


J A P Hattam, M F Henry, F Hindle, J G Hird, C Jevon, 


J M E Joyce, S K King, D Lynn, J McElroy, C M McHatton, M McNestry, I Mason, P J Maughan, J I Mearns, 


J Mitchinson, P J Mole, P F J Murray, R D Napier, N O’Neil, A C Ord, M Ord, B Osborne, I Patterson, P J Rice, 


B Richmond, I Rippeth, N G Rippeth, M Robson, G Spring, R G Stanaway, J Turnbull, J C Wallace, M Wallace, 


E Watson, G K Wilson.

 Reverend Tom Jamieson opened the meeting with a prayer.

CL/41

MINUTES

On the motion of Councillor M F Henry, duly seconded, it was: -

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the meeting of Gateshead Metropolitan 


Borough Council held on 21 June 2002 be approved and 


signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

CL/42

21st CENTURY LIVING AWARDS

It was announced that the Council’s Partnership with Housing 21 for extra care accommodation had received recognition in the prestigious Journal 21st Century Living Awards.

The awards recognise quality and innovation in the provision of accommodation in the 21st century and the Council and Housing 21 received two awards for the extra care scheme at Priory Court, Wardley – ‘Best Partnership’ and ‘Judges Prize for Best Innovation’.

CL/43
CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND LIFELONG LEARNING OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Members were informed that the Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle’s representative on Gateshead’s Children, Young People and Lifelong Learning Overview and Scrutiny Committee had changed. Paul Briggs had replaced Jim Birney as a member of the Committee. 

CL/44

MISS MARGARET SPROAT

The Council learned with regret of the recent death of Miss Margaret Sproat, who was Director of Education for the former Gateshead County Borough, and for this authority from 1974 to 1980.

CL/45

QUESTION TO THE LEADER FROM A MEMBER OF THE 


PUBLIC

Mr J Robson submitted the following question to the Leader of the Council: -

“Baltic Arts Centre – How much of the match funding of £12.3million has been provided from the Council tax?”

Councillor M F Henry responded to the question.

CL/46

PETITIONS

A report was submitted detailing petitions submitted to the Council and the action taken on them.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

CL/47

VEHICLE LIVERY

The proposals for a new Council vehicle livery were submitted to the Council. 

RESOLVED - 
That the Council approves the proposals for a new vehicle 


livery.

CL/48

EASTERN RIVERSIDE ROUTE

A report was submitted to the Council proposing the abandonment of the Eastern Riverside Route scheme and changes in the UDP to reflect this.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Council approve the abandonment of the 



Eastern Riverside 
Route scheme and authorise the 



Group Director, Development and Enterprise to take 



the necessary steps to remove the scheme from the 



framework which replaces the UDP during the 




forthcoming review process;

(ii) That a note be inserted into all remaining copies of the UDP advising that the review required under paragraph 6.32 has been undertaken, setting out the findings of the study and indicating that the UDP review will propose the deletion of policy T21 which protects the route of the scheme;

(iii) That the Council supports the preparation of a report on alternative on-line improvements of the A185 in due course, including the investigation of a small section of route between Abbotsford Road and Low Heworth Lane.

CL/49

CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2001/02 – YEAR END OUTTURN

A report was submitted proposing that the Council approve the financing of the 2001/02 Capital Programme.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council approves the financing of the 2001/02 



Capital Programme.

CL/50

CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2002/03 – FIRST QUARTER REVIEW

A report was submitted detailing proposed variations to the 2002/03 Capital Programme.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Council approve the variations to the 




2002/03 capital programme;




(ii)
That revised programme be financed.

CL/51

CRIMINAL RECORDS BUREAU – DISCLOSURE PROCEDURE 

– APPOINTMENT OF SCHOOL GOVERNORS

A revised policy for the clearance of school governors through the Criminal Records Bureau was submitted to the Council.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Council’s policy be that all new, re-





appointed and re-elected school governors be 




required to undergo clearance through the Disclosure 



Procedure administered by the Criminal Records 




Bureau;




(ii)
That appointments are made to fill existing vacancies 



and those positions that are due to expire prior to 31 



December 2002 subject to satisfactory clearance 




through the Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure 




Procedure;

(iii) That thereafter, people being considered for appointment as a LEA governor should be checked prior to appointment.

CL/52

LEARNING DISABILITY DEVELOPMENT FUND

A report was submitted proposing that a pooled budget be established within learning disability services in order to access the Learning Disability Development Fund.

RESOLVED -
That the Council agrees to the creation of a pooled budget 


within learning disability services.

CL/53

FIXED PLAY – PRIVATE DEVELOPER FUNDING

A report was submitted proposing that the Council include private developer play site schemes be included in the Capital Programme.

RESOLVED -
That the Council approve the addition of detailed schemes 


to the Council’s capital programme to enable the schemes 


to be implemented.

CL/54

CAPITAL STRATEGY

The Corporate Capital Strategy was submitted to the Council for approval.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Corporate Capital Strategy be approved as 



a key policy 
document;




(ii)
That the strategy be submitted to Government Office 



North East by 31 July 2002.

CL/55 
ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN

The Corporate Asset Management Plan was submitted to the Council for approval.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Corporate Asset Management Plan be 




approved as a key
policy document;




(ii)
That the plan be submitted to Government Office 




North East by 31 July 2002.

CL/56

ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN – EDUCATION

The Education Asset Management Plan was submitted to the Council for approval.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Education Asset Management Plan 




2003/2004 be approved;




(ii)
That the plan be submitted to DfES by 31 July 2002.

CL/57

HOUSING BUSINESS PLAN 

The Housing Business Plan 2002 was submitted to the Council for approval.

RESOLVED -
That the Council approve the Housing Business Plan 2002 


and Action Plan.

CL/58

2002 HOUSING INVESTMENT PROGRAMME – SUBMISSION

The Housing Strategy Update 2002, Action Plan and Neighbourhood Area Profiles were submitted to the Council for approval.

RESOLVED -
That the Council approves the Housing Strategy Update 


2002, Action Plan and Neighbourhood Area Profiles.

CL/59

CORPORATE PURCHASING REVIEW

A report was submitted detailing the preferred service option which had been developed through the review of Central Stores.

RESOLVED -
That the Council approves the implementation of a 



partnership with Sunderland, subject to discussions with 


Sunderland and the preparation of a detailed timetable and 


implementation plan being prepared for members’ 



consideration.

CL/60

LEADER OF THE COUNCIL’S REPORT

The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

(Councillor J McElroy declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the report and withdrew from the meeting).

CL/61

PORTFOLIO REPORTS

The following members of the Cabinet reported on issues under each of the following portfolio areas for the period May to July 2002.

· Councillor J I Mearns

-
Jobs and Employment

· Councillor P J Mole

-
Housing

· Councillor G Spring

-
Social Support

· Councillor R D Napier

-
Health

RESOLVED -
That the portfolio reports be noted.

(Councillor D Bollands declared a personal interest in the Housing portfolio report and Councillor J G Hird declared a personal interest in the Health portfolio report).

CL/62

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

A report was submitted from the Chair of the Standards Committee outlining a number of key issues considered at its meeting on 25 June 2002.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

CL/63

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES

The following overview and scrutiny committee report was moved by the Chair of the Committee as follows: -

· Councillor John Eagle 
-
Quality, Democracy and Management


RESOLVED -
That the Overview and Scrutiny Committee report be 



received.

CL/64

NOTICE OF MOTION – LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE

It was moved by Councillor M F Henry and duly seconded: -

“The Council notes that the Government is currently reviewing the local government finance system and that the outcome of the review will significantly affect the resource made available to address the many major needs of Gateshead.

The Council endorses the views of SIGOMA in calling for a fair deal for the majority of England’s local authorities which allows them to tackle poverty and deprivation, which particularly blights authorities outside of London and the south east by introducing a fairer Standard Spending Assessment (SSA) system.

Specifically, the Council strongly urges the Government to: -

· Properly take account of multiple deprivation by basing its system around the Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD).

· Address the consequences of decline including population decline which exacerbates demands upon resources rather than reducing them.

· Create a revised system for distribution of resources that removes the current implausibility of high deprivation and high council tax and ensures the more deprived the area, the more it gets from central government.

· Ensure the system reflects the ‘actual’ cost of providing services rather than a theoretical cost.

· Ensures properties are revalued regularly and that the revised values come into use quickly.

· Provide adequate revenue support for capital investment based upon need.

The Council further notes that its own track record demonstrates that it has spent resources wisely. It therefore urges local Members of Parliament and other key partners and local organisations to work to effect the principles of this motion.”

Councillor A C Ord moved the following amendment: -

In the last paragraph, delete all after notes and replace with: -

“…with concern the increasing amount of ‘ring fenced’ funding that is coming from Government coupled with the continuing use of bidding regimes for vital capital investment originally introduced by previous Conservative administrations, and supports the recent Local Government Association (LGA) campaign calling for central Government to 'loosen its grip’ on Local Authorities to allow them more flexibility and freedom in determining the use and allocation of resources based on local knowledge, democratic accountability, transparency and openness.”

On the amendment being put it was defeated.

On the original motion being put, it was declared to be carried.

CL/65

NOTICE OF MOTION – WOMEN’S PENSIONS

It was moved by Councillor B Osborne and duly seconded: -

“This Council notes that the oldest pensioners and in particular older female pensioners tend to be the poorest pensioners.

This Council also notes that today’s female pensioners retire with far lower pensions than males.

This Council further notes that the income gap between male and female pensioners has increased under this Government.

This Council notes that many women in their forties and fifties are set to receive poor state pensions, in many cases as low as 7p per week because they paid National Insurance at the special married woman’s rate.

This Council notes the needs of all pensioners and particularly female pensioners in Gateshead. In order to increase the incomes of female pensioners, this Council:

i) Calls on the Government to substantially increase the basic state pension, particularly for the oldest pensioners

ii) Calls on the Government to write to all women in their forties and fifties who have ever paid married women’s stamp, to warn them that their pension rights may be in jeopardy.”

Councillor P J Mole moved the following amendment: -

After ‘poorest pensioners’ insert: -

“This Council notes also that the Winter Fuel Payment of £200 and free TV licences have been introduced to counter this effect. The Government has also initiated the Pension Credit to benefit those pensioners with the most modest savings. Because of the Pension Credit, from 2003 no pensioner will have to live on less than £100 per week, or £154 per week for pensioner couple.”

After ‘lower pensions than males’ insert: -

“…and that the Pension Credit has benefited 2,100,000 single women; and that women make up 53% of all pensioners entitled to the credit.”

After ‘special married women’s rate’ add: -

“This Council also notes the Government’s promotion of the Stakeholder pension amongst women. This flexible scheme will benefit those on more modest incomes and those who take breaks in employment, so will disproportionately help women.”

Delete all after ‘pensioners in Gateshead’ and insert: -

“Welcomes the Government guarantee that each pensioner will receive an increase of at least £100 per year for the duration of this parliament.”

On the amendment being put, it was declared to be carried.

The amendment was put as the substantive motion and was duly carried.

It was therefore resolved that: -

“This Council notes that the oldest pensioners and in particular older female pensioners tend to be the poorest pensioners. This Council also notes that the Winter Fuel Payment of £200 and free TV licences have been introduced to counter this effect. The Government has also initiated the Pension Credit to benefit those pensioners with the most modest savings. Because of the Pension Credit, from 2003 no pensioner will have to live on less than £100 per week, or £154 per week for a pensioner couple.

This Council also notes that today’s female pensioners retire with far lower pensions than males and that the Pension Credit has benefited 2,100,000 single women; and that women make up 53% of all pensioners entitled to the credit.

This Council notes that many women in their forties and fifties are set to receive poor state pensions, in many cases as low as 7p per week because they paid National Insurance at the special married woman’s rate. This Council also notes the Government’s promotion of the Stakeholder pension amongst women. This flexible scheme will benefit those on more modest incomes and those who take breaks in employment, so disproportionately help women.

This Council notes the needs of all pensioners and particularly female pensioners in Gateshead and welcomes the Government guarantee that each pensioner will receive an increase of at least £1000 per year for the duration of this parliament.

CL/66

QUESTIONS

Councillor A C Ord asked the following question: -

What alternative arrangements were made to collect and dispose of domestic refuse during the day of industrial action by the Council’s employees on 17 July 2002, and what alternative arrangements will be made in the event of industrial action on 14 August, bearing in mind that it will be the same group of residents who will be adversely affected and of course, the need to minimise the risk of health hazards, particularly for the elderly and infirm?

The Leader of the Council responded to the question.

(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor


