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COUNCIL MEETING
21 June 2002

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

Leslie N Elton, Chief Executive
CL/89 
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 21 JUNE 2002

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR J W HAMILTON) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
D Anderson, W J E Batty, D Boyes, M A Brain, A Brooks,


K E Childs, M Clelland, B Coates, W Dick, K M Dodds, 

C Donovan, F J Donovan, M Duddin, J Eagle, M Gannon, M W Graham, L Green, J Greenfield, J A P Hattam, 

M F Henry, F Hindle, J G Hird, C Jevon, J M E Joyce, 

S K King, D Lynn, J McElroy, C M McHatton, M McNestry, 

I Mason, P J Maughan, J I Mearns, J Mitchinson, P J Mole, R D Napier, A C Ord, C J Ord, M Ord, B Osborne, 

I Patterson, P J Rice, B Richmond, I Rippeth, N G Rippeth, M Robson, P Ronan, S C Ronchetti, R G Stanaway, 

J Turnbull, J C Wallace, M Wallace, E Watson, 

N S Weatherley, G K Wilson, K Wood.

Father Michael Hickey opened the meeting with a prayer.

CL/26

MINUTES

On the motion of Councillor M F Henry, duly seconded, it was: -

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the special meeting and the ordinary 


meeting of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council held 


on 30 May 2002 be approved and signed by the Mayor as a 


correct record.

CL/27
GATESHEAD MILLENNIUM BRIDGE

It was announced that the Gateshead Millennium Bridge had recently received two major awards. The Bridge had won a regional award from the Royal Institute of British Architects and can now bid for the Stirling Prize. It has also received a Royal Fine Arts award.

CL/28

FORMER COUNCILLOR SYD COWANS

It was announced that former Councillor Syd Cowans had suffered another heart attack and also a stroke and had been readmitted to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital.

CL/29

PETITIONS

A report was submitted detailing petitions submitted to the Council and the action taken on them.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

CL/30

APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT MEMBER OF THE 


STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

A report was submitted concerning the appointment of an independent member of the Standards Committee.

RESOLVED -
That the appointment of Miss C A Robson as an 




independent member of the Standards Committee be 



confirmed.

CL/31

PERIODIC ELECTORAL REVIEW

A report was submitted proposing a draft electoral scheme as a basis for consultation with ward members and the public.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Chief Executive be authorised to arrange a 



programme of consultation as set out in the report;

(ii) That the draft electoral scheme outlined in the appendix to the report be agreed as the basis for consultation;

(iii) That a special meeting of the Council be held on a date to be agreed in early September to receive a report on the outcome of the consultation and to agree the Council’s final submission to the Boundary Commission for England.

CL/32
BEST VALUE PERFORMANCE PLAN

The Best Value Performance Plan 2002/03 was submitted to the Council for approval.

RESOLVED -
That the Best Value Performance Plan be approved.

CL/33
RACE EQUALITY SCHEME

The Race Equality Scheme was submitted to the Council for approval.

RESOLVED -
That the Race Equality Scheme be approved.

CL/34
RACIST INCIDENT POLICY AND PROCEDURE

The Racist Incident Policy and Procedure was submitted to the Council for approval.

RESOLVED -
That the Racist Incident Policy and Procedure be approved.

CL/35

BRIDLEWAY 72, LAMESLEY (FORMER BOWES RAILWAY)

A report was submitted detailing the necessary repair works to be undertaken on Bridleway 72, Lamesley.

RESOLVED -
That the Capital Programme 2002/03 be amended to 



include the scheme to carry out the necessary repair 



works to Bridleway 72.

CL/36

LEADER OF THE COUNCIL’S REPORT

The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

CL/37

PORTFOLIO REPORTS

The following members of the Cabinet reported on issues under each of the following portfolio areas for the period February to June 2002.

· Councillor J I Mearns

-
Jobs and Employment

· Councillor L Green

-
Children and Young People

· Councillor J McElroy

-
Learning and Culture

· Councillor M W Graham
-
Community Safety

RESOLVED -
That the portfolio reports be noted.

CL/38

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE PROVISIONAL 


WORK PROGRAMME

Details of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee provisional work programmes were submitted to the Council.

RESOLVED -
That the provisional work programmes be agreed.

CL/39

NOTICE OF MOTION – REGIONAL GOVERNMENT

It was moved by Councillor J C Wallace and duly seconded: -

“This Council notes the publication of the Government’s White Paper ‘Your Region, Your Choice: Revitalising the English Regions’.

This Council supports the view expressed in ‘Your Region, Your Choice’ that much current decision making would be better if it were devolved to the English regions.

This Council welcomes the White Paper’s aim of the creation of elected regional assemblies accountable to the people of the regions and believes that the people of Gateshead will benefit from the establishment of an elected assembly in the North East.

This Council however expresses the following reservations about the White Paper: -

(1) powers of the proposed regional authorities are too limited;

(2) the requirement to change to unitary local government throughout a region wishing to move to an elected assembly detracts from the case for devolution by tying the issue to changes in another tier of governance;

(3) the controls to be exercised by the government will leave the new assemblies with a status similar to that of local councils.

This Council therefore calls on the Borough’s MPs to press for stronger powers and less central government control over regional assemblies and an end to the requirement to move to unitary local government when the legislation is brought before Parliament.” 

Councillor J I Mearns moved the following amendment: -

In the first paragraph after “This Council” delete “notes” and insert “welcomes”.

Delete all after “This Council” in the second paragraph and insert: -

“…in response to the White Paper, welcomes the recognition that too much decision making in England is over centralised and remote from the people of the Region. The Council also greatly welcomes the opportunity now given to the North East of England to establish our own democratically elected assembly which will be accountable to the people of the region.

We recognise that the proposals outlined in the White Paper may not completely meet the hopes and aspirations of everyone who has campaigned for regional government in the North East. However, we also recognise that: -

· This opportunity to create a democratically elected assembly for the North East must not be missed;

· The creation and establishment of such an assembly will be a dynamic and evolutionary process;

· The best vehicle to gain further powers, functions and resources from central government for the Region will be the Assembly once it has been established.

This Council notes that it is regrettable that the question of local government boundaries and status in the County areas has been brought into this debate. However, it was almost inevitable and, therefore, is best responded to by the Councils, elected members and electorates in the county areas themselves.

This Council calls upon the Government to pursue the proposals outlined in its White Paper and seek to introduce legislation, in support of these proposals, in the autumn session of Parliament.”

On the amendment being put, it was declared to be carried.

The amendment was put as the substantive motion and was duly carried.

CL/40

QUESTIONS

Councillor A C Ord asked the following question: -

What contingency plans does the Council have to protect essential services in the event of industrial action by Council employees?

The Leader of the Council responded to the question.

(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor


