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Report for the Tyne & Wear Archives Joint Committee

 14 November 2002

 Resource Archives Task Force

Bill Macnaught, Head of Cultural Development

Liz Rees, Chief Archivist


Purpose of the Report

1.  To inform the Joint Committee of proposals for the Resource Archives Task Force.

Background

2 In July 2002 the Department for Culture Media and Sport asked Resource to set up an Archives Task Force to “throw a searchlight on archives, investigating current strengths and weaknesses and identifying ways of ensuring the nation’s archives are better understood, better looked after, and better used”.

3 The membership and remit of the Task Force was formally announced at the Society of Archivists Conference on 2 October

Membership

4 The members of the Task Force are Mark Wood, Vice Chair of Resource and Chairman ITN (Chair), Victor Gray, Resource board member and Director, Rothschild Archives (Vice Chair), Prof. David Cannadine, Director, Institute of Historical Rsearch, Stuart Davies, Director of Strategy & Planning, Resource, Liz Forgan, Chair, Heritage Lottery Fund, Rita Gardner, Director, Royal Geographical Society, Nicholas Kingsley, County Archivist, Gloucestershire and Chairman, National Council on Archives, Chris Kitching, Secretary, Historical Manuscripts Commission, George Mackenzie, Keeper of the Archives of Scotland, Dame Stella Rimington, Former Head of Security Services, Professor Hywel Roberts, Former Head of the Department of Information and Library Studies, University of Wales, Aberystwyth, Gerry Slater, Chief Executive, Public Record Office of Northern Ireland, Anna Southall, Chief Executive, Resource, Alex Stewart, Director, Museums, Archives and Libraries Group, DCMS, Sarah Tyacke, Keeper of the Public Records.

Methodology

5 The first meeting of the Task Force will take place on 22 November.

6 Resource will be publishing five pieces of research into key archive issues:- Online access and digitisation, A sense of community, Scholarship & learning, Stewardship and Infrastructure.

7 Resource will be organising three seminars in London with invited attendees to discuss issues emerging from the themes.

8 The major public consultation exercise will begin in the new year, including a proposed meeting at NEMLAC in this region.

For decision

9 The Committee is asked to note the report and receive further updates as necessary.

Contact:  Liz Rees 0191 232 6789


APPENDIX 1

1
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


 Nil

2
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS


 Nil

3
STAFFING IMPLICATIONS


 Nil

4
ACCOMMODATION IMPLICATIONS


 Nil

5
CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS


 Nil

6
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

 Nil

7 HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

Nil

8 WARD IMPLICATIONS

Nil
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