APPENDIX 3

Section C

Approval Questionnaire

(Mandatory)

The following will be used to assess a public authority’s compliance with the Freedom of Information Act s19 (3).

1. Each scheme must have regard to public interest.

1a) Have you had regard to the public interest in allowing access to information held by you?

The archive collections are held in the public interest and access to them is actively encouraged except where this is specifically barred (eg by Data Protection). The Publication Scheme will reinforce and publicise the right of access in the public interest.

1b) Have you had regard to the public interest in the publication of reasons for decisions made by you?

No – where decisions are made with regard to access these are usually personal and confidential.

1c) Have you considered frequently asked questions and specific areas of interest when determining your classes of information?

Yes – our User Guides in particular have been specifically developed to address this issue.

1d) Have you made information available within your scheme that has not previously been made available under other information regimes?

Yes – publication of the cataloguing priority scheme will be new.

1e) Have you decided not to include in your scheme any information, which has been made available by you in the past?

No

1f) What steps have you taken to ensure that your scheme is accessible to people with disabilities, and to those in disadvantaged communities and, where appropriate is produced in other languages?

The scheme will be available on our web site and in hard copy, free of charge. Translation to other languages and to other formats such as tape, braille etc will be arranged if required through Gateshead Council’s AIRS programme.
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