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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
21 June 2007
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Archives Development Trust

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Director of Culture and Communities 

Purpose of the Report
To update the committee on the progress of the Archives Development Trust

 

Background

1. The formation of a Development Trust was one of the actions identified by the Best Value Review of the archives service.

2. A steering group met a number of times in the course of late 2005-06 to establish a remit for the establishment of a Trust and this was agreed by the Joint Committee in June 2006.

3. A public meeting in autumn 2006 established a level of support for the idea of a Trust and a board was formed after some initial difficulty in recruiting members.

4. The first meeting of the board was held on 18 May 2007 and the draft minutes are appended for the information of members.

Next steps

5. Gateshead Council has provided initial legal advice to the steering group and the board, but it is recommended that external advice be sought to draw up a constitution and set the trust on a firm footing for the future. This advice will be sought as soon as possible.

6. There will be a cost involved in this advice, and any other set-up costs for the trust, which has not been budgeted for in the annual estimates for the archives service agreed by the Tyne & Wear Co-ordinating Committee and presented to the Joint Committee in February 2007.

7. It is proposed that any additional costs will nevertheless be borne within the archives service budgets for the time being with routine monitoring identifying any possible compensatory savings as the year progresses.

8. Further reports will be brought to the joint committee as necessary.

Recommendation

9. The committee is recommended to

i. Note the minutes of the trust board

ii. Agree the commissioning of external legal advice

iii. Receive further reports as necessary

Alternative Options

10.  There is no alternative option at present.
CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1

Implications of Recommended Option

1.  Equal Opportunities Implications -  nil

2. Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

3. Environmental Implications -  nil

4. Human Rights Implications -  nil

5. Ward Implications -  nil
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