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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
21 June 2007
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Purchase of archive

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Head of Libraries & Arts
 

Purpose of the Report
To inform the committee of the purchase of an important archive and the receipt of a grant towards it.

 

Background

1. The archives service receives notifications from the National Archives sale catalogue monitoring service when material of possible relevance is put up for auction.

2. A sale in Ludlow, Shropshire in April 2007 was notified and one Lot of items relating to the Northumberland Pitmen’s strike of 1831 identified as particularly important and relevant to Tyne and Wear. This was a group of 60 letters written by Thomas Turnbull, clerk to the magistrates, covering the entire period of the strike from 12 March to 20 June 1831. The letters provide a detailed account of official attitudes to the strikers “I fear we shall have a good deal of plague with them” and the bringing in of blacklegs “Mr Brandling’s colliery at South Shields goes to work tomorrow – and he has about 50 men started today at Coxlodge, but he expects a riot when they come up this afternoon”, special constables and the military to break the strike.

Purchase

3. The archives service’s telephone bid, at the lower end of the estimated price was successful. Over half the cost of the purchase has been met by a grant from the Friends of the National Libraries.

Recommendation

4. The committee is recommended to note the report.

Alternative Options

5.  There is no alternative option at present.
CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1

Implications of Recommended Option

1.  Equal Opportunities Implications -  nil

2. Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

3. Environmental Implications -  nil

4. Human Rights Implications -  nil

5. Ward Implications -  nil
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