
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

5 June 2007

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier
C24
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 22 May 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C25
REVIEW OF SECONDARY EDUCATION PROVISION – OUTCOME OF STAGE 1 CONSULTATIONS

Consideration has been given to the outcomes of the Stage 1 consultation on a Borough-wide review of secondary education provision in Gateshead.

RESOLVED -  
(i)
That officers be authorised to carry out the Stage 2 




consultations, based on:

· two options for East Gateshead: either to retain and refurbish the two existing schools or to build a single new school to replace both existing schools;

· proposals to downsize the capacity of schools to be refurbished/rebuilt under BSF;

· models for collaboration or federation between pairs of secondary schools.

(ii)
That an independent market research company be 
engaged to assist with the consultation process.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council:

(A) 
Develops a strategic vision for secondary 
education in Gateshead, through an inclusive 
review and consultation process, that addresses 
all the identified opportunities and challenges. 

(B) 
Reaches an early decision on the model of 
provision to be developed in the East of the 
Borough, to enable detailed planning work on the 
BSF Wave 1 programme to be completed and to 
deliver best value in our use of limited resources.

(Councillors Mearns and Napier declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this matter because they are school governors for Thomas Hepburn and Heworth Grange Schools respectively and withdrew from the meeting during discussion on the matter). 

(Councillors Bollands, McElroy and McNestry declared a personal interest in this matter as they are school governors of other secondary schools in the Borough).

C26
FEES FOR LOCAL LAND CHARGES SERVICES AND OTHER LOCAL 
AUTHORITY SEARCHES 

Consideration has been given to a proposed schedule of fees to be charged for the 
provision of local land charges services and other official searches of information 
held by the Council.


RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to approve the schedule of 




fees for the provision of local land charges services as set out 




in appendix 2 from a date to be determined by the Strategic 





Director, Legal and Corporate Services.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council recovers the cost of providing those local land charges services and other searches for which it has the power to charge.

C27
GAMBLING ACT 2005 – POLICY ON THE ISSUE OF GAMING AND GAMING 
MACHINE PERMITS


Consideration has been given to a policy on the issue of Gaming and Gaming Machine Permits in accordance with the Gambling Act 2005.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to adopt the Policy for the issue of Gaming and Gaming Machine Permits under the Gambling Act 2005 as set out in appendix 2.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council’s functions under the Gambling Act 2005 can be discharged effectively.

C28
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN HEALTH BILL – COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY

Item withdrawn.




C29
DEVELOPMENT OF NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS


Consideration has been given to the current position with neighbourhood plans in 
Gateshead and the development of neighbourhood plans across the borough. 


RESOLVED -
That the development of neighbourhood plans to cover all 





neighbourhoods on the borough be approved.

The above decisions have been made to make services more responsive and to give local people the opportunity to engage with the Council and identify their needs and priorities.

C30
NEW WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT


Consideration has been given to developing partner arrangements with South Tyneside and Sunderland Councils and to extend the Green Waste Processing Contract.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the continuing partnership arrangements with 

South Tyneside and Sunderland Councils and the 

development of a joint waste strategy and the 


procurement of long-term waste management services 
that will ensure the 
Council meets its landfill diversion 
targets beyond 2011/12 and its recycling targets be 
noted.

(ii) 
That the approval of the Expression of Interest by 
DEFRA and the ongoing production of the Outline 
Business Case for a waste management solution be 
noted.


   


(iii) 
That the extension of the current green waste 




processing contract with the existing contractor be 



extended for a further two years commencing on 1 



March 2008 to support the council sustain and improve 


its composting and recycling performance.


The above decisions were made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure the long-term management of waste in 
an efficient and cost effective manner.

(B) 
To enable the Council to achieve its future 
recycling targets.

C 31
REVIEW OF ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN GATESHEAD

Consideration has been given to the findings and analysis of evidence presented to the Sustainable Communities People Overview and Scrutiny Committee in relation to the review of anti-social behaviour in Gateshead.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the findings and analysis of evidence outlined in 


appendix 2 be noted.

(ii) That the recommendations from the Sustainable Communities People Overview and Scrutiny Committee as set out in appendix 2 be endorsed. 

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
Ensuring the Council’s commitment to tackling 
anti-social behaviour through intervening at an 
earlier stage will continue to build upon the 
‘Graded Response to Anti-Social Behaviour’ that 
has been developed in Gateshead. By shifting the 
focus from tackling the effects to addressing the 
causes of anti-social behaviour there is a greater 
potential to find more longer- term sustainable 
solutions to tackling anti-social behaviour.





(B)
The Government’s Respect Action Plan places a 




stronger emphasis on wider and deeper 






partnership working. By ensuring that the Respect 




Agenda is embedded across services in 






Gateshead there is an opportunity for Gateshead 




to continue to develop an integrated holistic 





approach which focuses on multi-skilled agencies 




from all sectors working more closely with young 




people and their families.





(C)
Endorsement of these recommendations links to 




delivering responsive services at a 






neighbourhood level in line with the ‘Strong and 




Prosperous Communities’ White Paper and will 




meet the local accountability agenda through the 




‘community call for action’.

C32
HOUSING STRATEGY 2007-2012

Consideration has been given to a proposal to seek the views of the Sustainable Communities Place Advisory Group on the content of the Housing Strategy 2007-2012 and the associated Action Plan and Neighbourhood Profiles.

RESOLVED - 
That the views of the Sustainable Communities Place Advisory Group be sought on the Housing Strategy 2007-2012 and the associated documents attached as appendices 3 and 4.

The above decision has been for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure that the Strategy retains Fit For Purpose 
within the timetable 
agreed with GONE.

(B) 
To enable the Council and its partners to have a clear 
statement of its intentions and priorities with regards to 
housing in Gateshead.

C33
HOUSING STRATEGY FOR OLDER PEOPLE 2007-2012

Consideration has been given to a proposal to seek the views of the Sustainable Communities Place Advisory Group on the content of the Housing Strategy FOR older People 2007-2012 and the associated Communications Policy.

RESOLVED - 
That the views of the Sustainable Communities Place Advisory 


Group be sought on the Housing Strategy for Older People 



2007-2012 and the associated Communications Policy 



attached as appendix 3.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Council is able to provide 
good quality housing and related services for older people in Gateshead that meets 
their different needs.

C34
CONSERVATION AREA MANAGEMENT PLANS – DRAFTS FOR CONSULTATION – SALTWELL, RAVENSWORTH, LOW FELL AND SHERIFF’S HILL

Consideration has been given to draft conservation area management plans, with additional photographic and map illustrations, for public consultation as draft Interim Policy Advice under the re-deposit draft replacement Unitary Development Plan (UDP) and in accordance with Best Value Performance Indicator BV219c. 

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That t  he Conservation Area Management Plans, 
attached as appendix 1, be approved for public 
consultation as draft Interim Planning Advice under the 
re-deposit draft replacement UDP.





(ii)
That the views of the Sustainable Communities Place 





Advisory Group be sought on the Conservation Area





Management Plans.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To provide up to date planning and guidance for 
conservation areas.





(B)
To ensure that the Best Value Performance 





Indicator target of having published management 




proposals for all the Borough’s Conservation 





Areas is met.

C35
GATESHEAD LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK: APPROVAL OF THE SUBMISSION DRAFT STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT DOCUMENT


Consideration has been given to the production of the submission draft Statement of Community Involvement document as part of the new Local Development Framework process.

RESOLVED - 
That the submission draft of the Statement of Community Involvement document plus the associated Consultation Statement document and summary document be approved.


The above decision has been made to facilitate the production of the new Gateshead Local Development Framework.

C36
GATESHEAD CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S PLAN REVIEW


Consideration has been given to a the final version of the 2007 review of Gateshead Children and Young People’s Plan 2006-09.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the   revised ten priorities outlined in Appendix 2. be 



approved.

(ii)
That the Plan be endorsed for submission to Ofsted. 

(iii)
That the Group Director, Learning and Children be authorised, following consultation with the Cabinet Members for Children and Young People, to make any final necessary amendments to the plan prior to submission to Ofsted.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To meet the requirements of the Children and 
Young People’s Plan (England) Regulations 2005 
to review the three year Children and Young 
People’s Plan. 

(B) 
To enable the Council to progress towards 
achieving its vision for children and young people 
in Gateshead.

C37
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS

Consideration has been given to the appointment of a local authority school governor to Lindisfarne Primary School Governing Body where a vacancy has arisen.

RESOLVED - 
That the Ms Jenn Middleton be appointed as a local authority school governor to Lindisfarne Primary School Governing Body for a period of four years with effect from 5 June 2007.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the school governing body has 
full membership.
C38
RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION – TRANSITION FROM COMPREHENSIVE PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT TO COMPREHENSIVE AREA ASSESSMENT 

Consideration has been given to the proposed response to the Audit Commission’s consultation on transition from Comprehensive Performance Assessment to Comprehensive area Assessment.


RESOLVED - 
That the response as set out in appendix 1 to the report be 




approved.


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute a response 
to the consultation.

C39
PETITIONS SCHEDULE

Consideration has been given to an update on petitions submitted to the Council 
and the action taken on them.


RESOLVED - 
That the petitions and the action taken on them be noted.


The above decision has been made to inform Cabinet of the progress of petitions.

C40
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE



Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C41
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C42
SALE OF LAND AT DERWENT WEST BANK (A694), DERWENTHAUGH ROAD, 
DERWENTHAUGH (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to the sale of a site of 0.4023ha (0.994 acres) to Hodgsons Toyota Garage at Derwenthaugh Road, Blaydon.


The alternative option to that being recommended, but which was discounted, 
involved retaining the land which would have resulted in a loss of capital receipt 
included in the capital budget 2007/08.


RESOLVED - 
That the sale of 0.4023ha of land to Hodgsons Toyota Garage 


on the terms set out in appendix 1 to the report be approved.

The above decision has been made to manage resources and realise a capital receipt. 
C43
OUTCOME OF TRADE UNION CONSULTATIONS – REORGANISATION OF 
SCHOOL ICT SUPPORT (Paragraph 1)

Consideration has been given to proposed changes to the structure of School ICT Support and the outcomes of trade union consultation to the proposal.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the proposals for 


the restructure of the School ICT Support Service outlined in 



appendix 2 to the report.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
The proposed structure will enable the service to meet 
the increased responsibility and workload arising from 
legislative changes.

(B) 
The proposed structure will underpin the planned and 
ongoing ICT development and support strategies for 
schools in response to their business needs.

C44
PROPERTY TRANSACTION (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to a lease renewal for land at Sunderland Road by R 
Lord and Co (Newcastle) Ltd.


RESOLVED - 
That the lease renewal for land at Sunderland Road by R Lord 



and Co (Newcastle) Ltd be approved on the terms and 




conditions set out in appendix 1 to the report.


The above decision has been made to manage resources effectively.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 6 June 2007
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