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COUNCIL MEETING

7 June 2007

GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

	Roger Kelly, Chief Executive


MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING – 26 April 2007

MEMBERS PRESENT:

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR M GOLDSWORTHY) IN THE CHAIR

COUNCILLORS:
D Anderson, A Armstrong, R W A L Beadle, D Bollands, 

D Boyes, M A Brain, N Callender, A E I Chatto, B Coates, 

P T Craig, S E Danys, W Dick, K M Dodds, C Donovan, 

F Donovan, J Eagle, K Ferdinand, M K Foy, P Foy, 

M Gannon, M W Graham, T Graham, L Green, 

J A P Hattam, M F Henry, F Hindle, J M E Joyce, S K King, J Lee, D Lynn, J McElroy, C McHatton, P McNally, 

Y M McNicol, P J Maughan, J I Mearns, J Mitchinson, 

P J Mole, P Murray, R D Napier, N O’Neil, A C Ord, 

C J Ord, M Ord, B Osborne, I Patterson, B Richmond, 

I Rippeth, N G Rippeth, P Ronan, R G Stanaway, 

J Turnbull, M Wallace.

Rabbi Katz gave the opening address.
CL/145
MINUTES

On the motion of Councillor M F Henry, duly seconded, it was: -

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the meeting of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council held on 8 March 2007 be approved and signed by the Mayor as a correct record. 

CL/146
COUNCILLOR WATSON

It was announced that Councillor Elsdon Watson had resigned from the Council for family reasons.
CL/147
RETIRING MEMBERS

The Mayor paid tribute to Councillors J Joyce, P Murray and N O’Neil who are not standing for re-election in May.

RESOLVED -
That the Council place on record its thanks and 




appreciation for the service given to Gateshead Council by 


Councillors Joyce, Murray and O’Neil.

CL/148
FLEET MANAGER OF THE YEAR 


The Mayor announced that Brian Barnes, Transport Services Manager, has been awarded Fleet Manager of the Year in the 101 to 400 vehicle category at the Fleet News Awards, which include the public and private sector. The Council has continued to introduce a number of improvements which has reduced the annual mileage of the council vehicles by seven percent and most of the vehicles are now run on bio diesel with the rest powered by electric or gas. 
CL/149
JOE MCCLURE 

The Council was informed that Joe McClure one of Gateshead’s ‘friends’ has been awarded the Royal British Legion’s highest honour, Life Membership after achieving up to 60 years community work. Only three people in the area have received this accolade. Joe has been a member of the Legion since 1947 and has continued to work tirelessly for the charity receiving an MBE in 2000 for his long service to the British Legion and his local community.
CL/150
PETITIONS
Petitions were presented by councillors as follows: -

· Councillor A Armstrong – Residents of Tennyson Court, Newbolt Court and Sunderland Road

· Councillor M Foy – Residents of Lansbury Tenants Association

· Councillor P Foy – Residents in the west of the Borough

RESOLVED - 
That the petitions be received and dealt with according to Council procedure.
CL/151
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Jack Evans asked the following question:

‘Can children, as part of keeping healthy and staying safe, get into swimming baths in Gateshead for free?’
Councillor McElroy responded to the question.

Ursene Mouanda asked the following question:

‘Do Gateshead Council have plans to go to fortnightly refuse collections?’
Councillor Mearns responded to the question.
CL/152
TREASURY POLICY STATEMENT 2007/08 TO 2009/10
Details of the Council’s Treasury Policy Statement and Treasury Strategy were submitted to the Council. 

RESOLVED -
That the Treasury Policy Statement and Treasury Policy Strategy for 2007/08 to 2009/10 be approved.

CL/153
LOCAL LAND CHARGES
Consideration was given to the schedule of fees for the provision of local land charges services, which is a requirement of all local authorities responsible for maintaining a local land charges register.

RESOLVED - 
That the schedule of fees for the provision of local land charges services be approved.

CL/154
SELECTIVE LICENSING OF PRIVATE LANDLORDS
Following detailed consultation with interested parties the proposal to designate the Sunderland Road area of Gateshead for selective licensing was submitted to the Council. 

RESOLVED - 
That the designation of the Sunderland Road area of Gateshead for selective licensing be approved, subject to the application for discretionary licensing designation being approved by the Department for Communities and Local Government and Government Office North East.

CL/155
PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S DEPARTMENT

Details of the proposed changes to the Chief Executive’s Department were submitted to the Council.

RESOLVED - 
That the proposals for a new role, function and structure for the Chief Executive’s Department be approved.
CL/156
VISION 2030 – GATESHEAD’S SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

Consideration was given to Vision 2030, Gateshead’s Sustainable Community Strategy. Extensive consultation had been undertaken to determine the priorities and ambitions of local people. 

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That Vision 2030, Gateshead’s Sustainable Community Strategy be approved;

(ii) That the Chief Executive, following consultation with the Leader of the Council, be authorised to make any necessary final amendments to the Strategy.

CL/157

LOCAL CODE OF GOVERNANCE

The proposed Local Code of Governance, which will define how the Council complies with principles of good governance in various areas, was submitted to the Council for consideration.

RESOLVED - 
That the Local Code of Governance be approved.
CL/158 
GATESHEAD’S GENDER EQUALITY SCHEME

The proposed Gender Equality Scheme will support the Council in meeting its responsibilities under the Gender Equality Duty, which comes into force in April 2007, as the Council must demonstrate that men and women are treated fairly.

RESOLVED - 
That the Gateshead Gender Equality Scheme be approved.

CL/159
TRADING STANDARDS, HEALTH AND SAFETY AT WORK AND FOOD CONTROL ENFORCEMENT PLANS 2007/08

The Trading Standards, Health and Safety at Work and Food Control Enforcement Plans were submitted to the Council for approval.

RESOLVED -
That the Trading Standards, Health and Safety at Work and Food Control Enforcement Plans 2007/08 be approved.
CL/160
GAMBLING ACT 2005 – PROPOSED FEES
The Council considered details of the schedule of Premise Licence Fees, required by the Gambling Act 2005.

RESOLVED - 
That the Schedule of Fees be adopted. 

CL/161
REPORT OF THE CABINET

The Leader of the Council reported on a number of key issues currently affecting the Council.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

CL/162
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES WORK PROGRAMMES

The provisional work programmes of the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committees were submitted for consideration.

RESOLVED -
That the provisional work programmes be agreed.
CL/163
ANNUAL AUDIT AND INSPECTION LETTER 2005- 2006
The Annual Audit and Inspection Letter was presented to the Council for consideration.

RESOLVED - 
That the contents of the Annual Audit and Inspection Letter be noted.
(NB: Copies of all reports referred to in these Minutes are available from the Minute File)

----------------------------------

            Mayor
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