
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

20 March 2007

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier
C314
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 6 March 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C315
WARD SCHEMES 2007

Consideration has been given to proposed ward schemes across the borough funded from the Gateshead Development Pool.

RESOLVED -  
That the expenditure on the schemes identified in appendix 2 to 


the report, be approved.



The above decision has been made to support the Council’s commitment to 
supporting local initiatives. 

C316
BUILDING ON THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN GATESHEAD AND 
NEWCASTLE


Consideration has been given to proposals to develop the partnership between 
Gateshead and Newcastle Councils, against the backdrop of the recent Local 
Government White Paper and the growing focus on urban areas in driving local and 
regional prosperity.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That further strengthening the NewcastleGateshead 






Partnership, through an increased leadership role of 






elected members, be approved.






(ii)
That the development of a Multi Area Agreement 






between Gateshead and Newcastle Councils and other 





partners, be approved.

(iii) That the establishment of an independent delivery vehicle in partnership with Newcastle City Council to deliver economic growth, based on a City Development Company Model or a Development Partnership Model, be approved in principle, subject to further risk analysis and the development of a delivery plan.

(iv) That a meeting of the Corporate Vitality Advisory Group be arranged to consider the scope of the strengthened partnership and subsequent recommendations.

(v) That a further report be submitted to Cabinet in June with detailed recommendations.
 


The above decisions have been made to drive forward investment in Gateshead 
and improve economic prosperity within Gateshead.

C317
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY COMMUNITY SCHOOL ADMISSIONS POLICIES –
SEPTEMBER 2008


Consideration has been given to the proposed Community Secondary Schools 
Admissions Policy (including Sixth Form Admissions Policy), the Community and 
controlled Primary and Nursery Admissions Policies and Planned Admission 
Numbers for September 2008.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed Community and Controlled Primary 




Admissions Policy, Nursery Admissions Policy and 





Planned Admissions Numbers set out in Appendix 2 be 




adopted for September 2008.

(ii) That the proposed Secondary School Admissions Policy, (with a closing date for return of applications as 26 October 2007) Sixth Form Admissions Policy and Planned Admissions Numbers set out in Appendix 3 be adopted for September 2008.

(iii)
The allocation procedures for the tiebreaker option 


within the policies for oversubscribed schools be the 


objective “crow flies” measuring system for the 2008 


admission process.

(iv)
The waiting list procedures be updated to reflect top 


priority for pupils who are out of school and have been 

referred for admission via the In Year Fair Access Panel 

however such pupils will not go above any child in Public 

care who may also appear on the same waiting list.

(v)
The Nursery admission number for Dunston Hill primary 

school be reviewed for the 2009 admission year.

(vi)
The Nursery admission number for Kibblesworth primary 

school be reviewed for the 2009 admission year.

(vii)
The approved admissions policies for September 2008 

should be used as a basis of consultation with schools 

and the Admissions Forum for Admissions Policies from 

September 2009.

(viii)
The Group Director, Learning and Children, following 


consultation with the Chief Executive and Leader of the 

Council, be authorised to make any necessary 



amendments to planned admission numbers.

The above decisions have been made to enable the Council to comply with statutory legislation as it relates to school admissions policies.

C318
CO-ORDINATED ADMISSION SCHEME FOR INFANT, JUNIOR, PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS FOR SEPTEMBER 2008

Consideration has been given to the proposed Co-ordinated Admissions Schemes for Primary and Secondary Schools.


RESOLVED - 
That the Co-ordinated Admissions Schemes for Primary and 
Secondary Schools as set out in appendices 2 and 3 to the 
report.

The above decision has been made to enable the Council to comply with Government Regulations relating to school admissions.

C319
SINGLE PROGRAMME – NEW PROJECT

Consideration has been given to the actions of the TyneWear Partnership and One North East in recommending approval of Single Programme funding for acquisition of properties on High Street South and site assembly.

RESOLVED - 
That the actions of the Tyne Wear Partnership and One North 


East in approving Single Programme funding for the acquisition 


of properties on High Street South and site assembly as set out 


in appendix 2 to the report, be endorsed.

The above decision has been made because the project will contribute to the overall strategies of the TyneWear Partnership and to the overall outputs and outcomes for the Central Gateshead Implementation Plan.

C320
HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME 2007/08 (REVENUE)


Consideration has been given to a programme of revenue highway maintenance 
schemes in 2007/08.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the programme of revenue highway maintenance 




schemes 2007/08 as set out in appendix 2 to the report, 




be approved.

(ii) That the Head of Transport and Highways be authorised to award relevant works to the Head of Construction Operations (Local Environmental Services), under the terms of the Highways, Drainage and Street Lighting Maintenance Contract and the balance to the annual surfacing contract.

(iii) The Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services be authorised to advertise and make any temporary traffic regulation orders as may be necessary during the works.


The above decisions have been made to address the backlog of deterioration of 
residential streets throughout the borough.

C321
WASTE MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS


Consideration has been given to the direction of travel for the Council’s future waste 
strategy, future in-house management of the Kerb-it collection service and the 
developing partnership arrangements with South Tyneside and Sunderland 
Councils.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the future direction of waste management be 





approved including:

· The Kerbside collection service to be delivered in-house and suitable local arrangements to be made for the transportation and processing of materials.

· Development of a pilot programme to evaluate weekly collections for recyclables and residual waste from 2008 and expansion of the range of materials to be collected for recycling at kerbside.





(ii)
That the existing Partnership arrangements with South 




Tyneside and Sunderland Councils be continued to:

· Ensure long-term management of waste.

· Assist in the development of a joint waste strategy.

· Pursue the submission of an Expression of Interest to DEFRA.


The above decisions have been made to ensure the Council meets its landfill 
diversion targets beyond 20011/122 and its 30-35% recycling targets.

C322
TENDERS FOR THE SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES


Consideration has been given to the tenders received for the contract for the River 
Tyne Debris Clearance Service, the framework contract for the provision of taxis 
and mini bus services and also the tender shortlist for the provision of PR 
campaigns and promotional support for the Northumbria Safety Camera Partnership 
and window cleaning contracts. 

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That t  he tender from Port of Tyne Authority as detailed 



in appendix 1 be accepted
for the River Tyne Debris 




Clearance Service for a period of 24 months with effect 



from 1 April 2007, with the 
option to extend for a further 



12 month period.

(ii) A  ll tenders as set out in appendix 2 be accepted for the framework contract for the provision of taxi and mini bus services for a period of 36 months with effect from 1 April 2007, with the option to extend for a further 12 month period.

(iii) That the companies as detailed in appendix 3 be included in the invitation to tender for the provision of PR campaigns and promotional support for the Northumbrian Safety Camera Partnership.
(iv) That the companies as detailed in appendix 4 be included in the invitation to tender for provision of window cleaning.
The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To enable contracts to proceed on the most economically advantageous terms for the Council.

(B) Tenders meet the selection criteria.


(Councillor McElroy declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the contract for the provision of taxis and mini bus services because his wife is employed by the taxis trade and withdrew from the meeting during discussion on the matter). 

C323
TREASURY POLICY STATEMENT 2007/08 TO 2009/10


Consideration has been given to the Treasury Policy Statement and Treasury Policy for the period 2007/08 to 2009/10.


RESOLVED - 
That Council be recommended to approve the Treasury Policy 


Statement and Treasury Strategy for 2007/08 to 2009/10.


The above decision has been made for the following reason:


To ensure that the Council fully complies with the requirements of good practice as recommended by the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA) in its Code of Practice on Treasury Management and its Prudential Code for Capital and the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG), Guidance on local authority investments.
C324
FEES FOR LOCAL LAND CHARGES SERVICES


Consideration has been given to the proposed schedule of fees to be charged for 
the provision of local land charges services.


RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to approve the schedule of 



fees for the provision of land charges as set out in appendix 2 



to the report, with effect from 1 April 2007 pending a 





comprehensive review of the cost of responding to Form CR21 



and Form CON 29 enquiries, after which a further report be 




submitted to Cabinet.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council recovers a 
contribution to the cost of providing local land charges services for which it has the 
power to charge.

C325
SELECTIVE LICENSING OF PRIVATE LANDLORDS


Consideration has been given to the introduction of selective licensing of landlords 
in the Sunderland Road area.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the evidence for the introduction of Selective 





Licensing in the Sunderland Road area as set out in 





Appendices 1 and 2, be noted.

(ii) That the proposed scheme detail and implementation programme for selective licensing as set out in Appendix 2, be approved.

(iii) That the submission of an application to the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) and Government Office North East (GONE) for discretionary licensing designation, be approved.

(iv) That subject to approval from DCLG and GONE, Council be recommended to approve the designation of the Sunderland Road area of Gateshead for selective licensing.

(v) That the Head of Regulatory Services be authorised to take enforcement action in relation to Part 3 (Selective Licensing) of the Housing Act 2004.

(vi) That it be noted that further work will also be undertaken to develop the selective licensing initiative in other parts of the borough.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
The Scheme complements other initiatives and 
interventions in place to tackle low demand and 
anti-social behaviour within the proposed area.

(B) 
The proposal underpins the Council’s drive 
towards improving conditions in the private rented 
sector.

(C) 
The proposal complements the Sunderland Road 
Strategy.

(D) 
The proposal supports the Council’s campaign to 
license private landlords.

C326
FUTURE TARGETS TO 2011/12 AND REVIEW OF PERFORMANCE 
INDICATORS


Consideration has been given to future targets to 2011/12 and review of corporate 
indicators.


RESOLVED - 
That in order to effectively manage performance throughout the 



authority:

(i) The future targets and changes to corporate performance indicators be approved.

(ii) A further report be submitted regarding any implications arising from the integration of the Gateshead Strategic Partnership and Council’s performance management frameworks.

(iii) The Chief Executive following consultation with the Leader, be authorised to make any necessary amendments to targets in light of the end of year performance information or further changes as required.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) The Council is bound under statutory requirements to set future targets for its services.

(B) To support continuous improvement through the Council’s policy, service planning and performance management framework.

C327
BEST VALUE REVIEW OF REVENUES, BENEFITS AND RENT COLLECTION – 
IMPACT REPORT


Consideration has been given the impact on service users of the options identified 
by the Best Value Review of Revenues, Benefits and Rent Collection.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the advice given by the Corporate Vitality Overview 




and Scrutiny Committee as set out in appendix 2 to the 




report, be noted.

(ii) That services have improved in the way the original review anticipated be approved.

(iii) That the improvements have had the necessary impact on users be approved.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:






(A)
To ensure the review is having the necessary 






impact on service users.






(B)
To confirm that services have improved in the 






way the original review anticipated.

C328
ANNUAL EFFICIENCY STATEMENT – FORWARD LOOK 2007/08


Consideration has been given to the proposed Annual Efficiency Statement – 
Forward Look 2007/08, which must be submitted to the Department for 
Communities and Local Government (DCLG).


RESOLVED - 
That the submission of the Annual Efficiency Statement – 




Forward Look 2007/08 to DCLG be approved.


The above decision has been made to meet the requirement to achieve efficiency 
gains of at least 2.5% per annum.

C329
MISCELLANEOUS INCOME – TRANSFER OF UNCOLLECTABLE AMOUNTS


Consideration has been given to transferring outstanding balances in excess of 
£300 from certain miscellaneous income accounts where all possible recovery 
action has been taken and the balances are now considered to be uncollectable.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the action taken by the Strategic Director, Finance 




and ICT under delegated powers in transferring 692 





accounts totalling £58,510.97, be noted.





(ii)
That the transfer of balances of 128 accounts, 






amounting to £129,827.46, be approved.


The above decision has been made to ensure effective management of the 
Council’s resources.

C330
LOCAL AUTHORITY MORTGAGE RATE FOR MORTGAGES GRANTED UNDER 
THE HOUSING ACT 1985


Consideration has been given to the statutory declaration of the local authority 
mortgage interest rate for the six months commencing 1 April 2007.


RESOLVED - 
That the six monthly statutory declaration of interest to be 




charged at 7.59%, be endorsed.

C331
KNIFE CRIME IN GATESHEAD


Consideration has been given to feedback from the Sustainable Communities 
People Advisory Group about knife crime in Gateshead and to interventions that are 
currently taking place to ensure resident and employee safety.


RESOLVED - 
(i) 
That the comments of the Advisory Group be noted.





(ii)
That the partnership interventions that are taking place 




to tackle knife crime as set out in appendix 1 to the 





report be endorsed.


The above decision has been made to support measures being taken to tackle knife 
crime in Gateshead. 

C332
GATESHEAD COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP ANTI-SOCIAL 
MOTORCYCLING STRATEGY


Consideration has been given to the Anti-social Motorcycling Strategy, which has 
been prepared by the Community Safety Partnership.


RESOLVED - 
That the views of a joint meeting of the Sustainable 





Communities People and Place Advisory Groups be sought on 



the Strategy after which a further report be submitted to 




Cabinet.


The above decision has been made to ensure Councillors are fully engaged in 
formal consultation.

C333
PROPOSAL FOR A JOINT DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH


Consideration has been given to the appointment of a Director of Public Health, 
jointly responsible to the Council and Gateshead Primary Care Trust.


RESOLVED - 
That the appointment of a Director of Public Health who is 




jointly responsible to the Council and the Gateshead Primary 



Care Trust, be approved.


The above decision has been made to assist the Council in improving the health of 
people in Gateshead.

C334
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS (SEN) INCLUSION REVIEW


Consideration has been given to an amended timetable for the SEN Inclusion 
Review.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That progress of the review to date be noted.





(ii)
That the amended timetable for the review as set out in 




appendix 1 to the report be approved.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure the Council fulfils its statutory duties to keep its arrangements for meeting SEN under review.

(B) To ensure the continued implementation of the Council’s SEN Inclusion Strategy.

(C) To ensure the SEN Inclusion Review is completed effectively, with full consideration of the options for change and their implications for the development of SEN provision in Gateshead.

C335
ANTI-BULLYING STRATEGY FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN 
EDUCATION SETTINGS, 2007 – 2008


Consideration has been given to the outcome of consultation on the Anti-Bullying 
Strategy for Children and Young People in Education Settings 2007-2008.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the outcome of consultation be noted.





(ii)
That the adoption of the Anti-Bullying Strategy for 





Children and Young People in Education Settings 2007 




– 2008 be approved. 





(iii)
That a further report be submitted to Cabinet on the 





development of an anti-bullying strategy for non-





educational settings in Gateshead.


The above decisions have been made to enable the Council and its partners to 
implement an effective strategy to address issues of bullying in education settings in 
Gateshead.

C336
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS

Consideration has been given to the appointment of local authority school governors.

RESOLVED - 
That the appointment of local authority school governors to 



schools where there are vacancies be approved for a period of 


four years with effect from 20 March 2007 as set out below.

	School


	Appointment


	Date from



	Bede
	Councillor Angela Armstrong
	20.03.07

	St Marys, Whickham
	Mr M Robson
	20.03.07

	Kingsmeadow
	Cllr P Dillon


	20.03.07



	White Mere
	Councillor Mrs L Green
	20.03.07

	Eslington
	Mr K Childs
	20.03.07



	Greenside
	Mrs V Taylor
	20.03.07


The above decision has been made to ensure that school governing bodies have full membership.

C337
DUNSTON RIVERSIDE DRAFT INTERIM POLICY ADVICE


Consideration has been given to public consultation on the Draft Interim Policy 
Advice for Dunston Riverside.


RESOLVED - 
That the Draft Interim Policy Advice set out in appendix 2 to the 

report be approved for public consultation after which a further 

report be submitted to Cabinet.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To ensure that Gateshead realises its vision for 




local people living in good 
quality affordable 





homes, which meet their changing needs and are 




located within pleasant, safe and sustainable 





communities.




 






(B)
To provide formal status to the principle of 






comprehensive redevelopment at Dunston 






Riverside, pending adoption of the Re-deposit 






Draft Replacement Unitary Development Plan.






(C)
To comply with the statutory requirement to 






consult on such matters. 

C338
FIRST REVISION OF THE GATESHEAD LOCAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME


Consideration has been given to the first revision of the Gateshead Local 
Development Scheme.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the revised Gateshead Local Development Scheme 


be approved for submission to Government Office North 


East.



(ii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, 


following consultation with the Chief Executive and 



Leader of the Council, be authorised to agree any final 


amendments to the Scheme resulting from further 



discussions with Government Office.


CENTRAL AREA CUSTOMER SERVICES CENTRE AND WORKSPACE 
STRATEGY IMPLEMENTATION UPDATE


Item withdrawn.

C339
CUSTOMER SERVICE STRATEGY IMPLEMENTATION UPDATE


Consideration has been given to progress on the implementation of the Customer 
Services Strategy and to the proposed extension to the establishment of Customer 
Services.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the extension to the Customer Services 




establishment as set out in appendix 2 to the report, be 


approved. 



(ii)
That the progress made in the implementation of the 



Customer Services Strategy as set out in the report, be 


noted.


The above decision has been taken to support the continued implementation of the 
Customer Services Strategy, which is consistent with the Corporate Plan and is 
transforming the way customers access Council services.

C340
APPOINTMENTS TO THE TYNE AND WEAR VALUATION TRIBUNAL


Consideration has been given to the re-appointment of members to the Tyne and 
Wear Valuation Tribunal.


RESOLVED – 
That the following members be appointed to the Tyne and 


Wear Valuation Tribunal for the period 1 April 2007 to 31 March 

2013.



Councillor J Eagle



Councillor N O’Neil



Mr Foster


The above decision has been made to ensure the Tribunal continues to be able to 
hold hearings in an efficient and timely manner.

C341
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATIONS


Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.


RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations be approved.

· The Role of Councillors – All Party Parliamentary Group 
· Competitiveness and Employment – European Regional Development Fund Operational Document 2007-13 – Government Office North East and One North East
· Choice Based Lettings Code of Guidance – The Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG)
· North East Strategy for the Environment – North East Environment Forum


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute responses 
to the consultations.

C342
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE



Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C343
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C344
DISPOSAL OF SITE AND PREMISES, DUKESHOUSE WOOD CENTRE 
(Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the disposal of the Dukeshouse Wood Centre by 
way of a 35-year lease to Kingswood Educational Activity Centres.


The alternative option to that being recommended, but which was discounted, 
included selling the property freehold.


RESOLVED - 
That the grant of a 35-year lease, on the terms set out in the 




report and on a full repairing and insuring basis, to Kingswood 



Learning and Leisure (Group) Limited, trading as Kingswood 



Educational Activity Centres, be approved. 


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To bring back into economic use a facility for the 
benefit of Gateshead schools and groups and 
those in other areas of the North East.

(B) 
To meet strategic objectives for Children &Young 
People and Lifelong Learning by providing a local, 
easily accessible, educational activity centre.

(C) 
To retain an asset to realise a further capital 
receipt in the future.

C345
PROPOSED CHANGES TO CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S DEPARTMENT


Consideration has been given to the outcome of consultation on the new role, 
function and structure for the Chief Executive’s Department.


RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to approve the proposals for 



a new role, function and structure for the Chief Executive’s 




Department.


The above decision has been made because the proposals represent the most 
effective means of providing the core in-house services required to meet the needs 
of the Council.

C346
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to a new letting.


RESOLVED - 
That the new letting of land at Trafford, Allerdene, Low Fell to 



Pagebet on the terms and conditions set out in the report, be 



approved, subject to the Group Director, Development and 




Enterprise reviewing the initial rent.


The above decision has been made to manage the Council’s resources effectively.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 21 March 2007
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