NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE – 
5 MARCH 2007

CUSTODY VISIT SUMMARY FOR THE PERIOD 1 NOVEMBER 2006 – 31 JANUARY 2007

JOINT REPORT OF THE CLERK AND CHIEF CONSTABLE

1.
PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1
To provide the Committee with a summary of the custody visits undertaken.

2.
BACKGROUND 

2.1
Details of the visits undertaken for the period 1 November 2006 to 31 January 2007 are included in appendix 1.

3.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

3.1
It is considered the report has no equal opportunities implications.

4.
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS   

4.1
The functions of the independent custody visiting scheme do have human rights implications. In checking the treatment of and conditions for detainees in police stations, independent custody visitors are protecting detainees’ human rights, particularly Article 5, the right to liberty and security of persons.

5.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

5.1
It is considered the report has no financial implications.

6.
RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1.1 Members are asked to note the custody visits undertaken during the period outlined above.  

