CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING

18 JANUARY 2007

PRESENT:
Chief Inspector V Stubbs, J Mair, M Hardy, A Jones, R Kirkcaldy, 

T Purvis, J Saint, M Walker, B Wilson and I Burns

APOLOGY:

L Miller
1.
SOUTH EAST NORTHUMBERLAND PANEL

Jim Saint has taken over from Simon Smith as Co-ordinator of the above Panel. Jim was welcomed to his first Co-ordinators’ meeting. 

2.
MINUTES


The minutes of the last meeting held on 18 October 2006 were agreed.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

(i) The review of the rural custody suites in Northumberland is still ongoing.
(ii) The Police and Authority were unaware of the Home Office DVD on new mulit-lingual notification of rights and entitlements for detainees. No reference is made to the DVD on the ICVA Website.

(iii) Three people have been interviewed and appointed as custody visitors.  A further two applicants are to be interviewed.   A training session will then be arranged for them all before they are appointed to panels.

(iv) Vince Stubbs has checked regarding telephones being passed round and used by different parties in custody suites.  Some sites have three way telephones whilst others clean them regularly. This was to be referred to the Area Commands
(v) A copy of the updated PACE Code C and Code H was to be circulated to the Panel Co-ordinators.

(vi) Operation Safeguard came into effect in Northumbria on 17 January 2007, with Whickham Police Station being used to house prisoners.  Custody visitors are able to visit and check on the prisoners’ welfare throughout the operation.

3.
CUSTODY PROVISION WITHIN NORTHUMBRIA POLICE

Vince Stubbs explained that from 1 April 2007, custody provision would revert back to Area Command control.  Criminal Justice will retain overall control of the custody policy, procedure and guidance.

Discussions and meetings are currently taking place to determine the hand over process.  It is unclear at present whether the Custody Inspector role will be retained by the Area Commands.

Custody officer training courses have been set up and also training for Police Officers in the current requirements for the detention officer role to give the Area Commands greater resilience. 

The Co-ordinators hoped that the improvements made under Criminal Justice control will remain following the transition to Area Command control.

4.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITS – BEDLINGTON POLICE STATION
Information was provided from the Police and Authority relating to custody visits undertaken during the Bedlington trial scheme.  Mainly positive and some negative comments have been received from those carrying out the visits.  At present, 87% of detainees that could be visited were seen.

The Panel has agreed to extend the trial by a further three months.  The Community Engagement Committee will then, based on the results of the trial and the custody visitors’ comments, consider whether to extend the trial.

5.
ICVA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2006 – CO-ORDINATORS’ COMMENTS
The ICVA Annual Conference was held in Cambridge on 4 November 2006.  Following consultation with the independent custody visiting panels, eleven independent custody visitors were allocated places at the conference.

The Conference and the evening reception received positive comments from the co-ordinators that attended.  The total cost of the flights, rail fare, accommodation and subsistence for the delegates was £2,500.

It was noted that a small charge might be applied to delegate places at future conferences.
6.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY: OCTOBER – DECEMBER 2006

The custody visits summary for October - December 2006 was circulated.

7. PANEL ROUND UP

(i) It was confirmed that Gillbridge custody suite was due to re-open on 5 February 2007.  Southwick will then close for four weeks.

(ii) Two custody visitors who parked their car outside the Washington Police Station on the verge were asked by Police Officers to find an alternative place to park.  On leaving the station it was found that a patrol vehicle was parked in the same area.  Vince was to follow this up with the Area Command.

(iii) On a recent visit to North Shields a cell was closed following a detainee being sprayed with CS gas.  It was queried how long a cell would usually stay out of action following CS gas being expelled.  Vince was to look into the implications of this.  

(iv) Vince reported that the company that supplied custody nurses to the custody suites in Newcastle had gone into administration.  Therefore, at present, there is no provision available. The impact of the custody nurses being withdrawn was being assessed. 

8.
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

Wednesday, 18 April 2007, Thursday, 19 July 2007 and Wednesday, 17 October 2007 all at 5.30pm.
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