NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE

11 DECEMBER 2006

PRESENT:

Mrs Guy (Chair)

Councillors Darke, Foster, Napier, Purdue, Shepherd, and Thompson

Mr Atkinson, Mr Brown, Mrs Brunton and Mr Foster

APOLOGIES:
Councillor Henry, Mr Avery, Mrs Drury and Dr Mahmood

18.
MINUTES


RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 11 September 2006 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

19.
CRIME AND DISORDER REDUCTION PARTNERSHIP QUARTERLY UPDATE

 – DECEMBER 2006

An update on the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership (CDRP) business in Northumbria for the period to December 2006 was submitted.  The key issues currently affecting CDRPs and other specific matters relating to each partnership were highlighted.


RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

20.
CONSULTATION ON THE LOCAL POLICING SUMMARY

The main findings from a number of citizen focus groups held in November 2006 to discuss the local policing summary were presented.


RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

21.
NEWCASTLE POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUM

A Newcastle Police and Community Forum meeting has previously been held before a Newcastle City Council Ward Sub-Committee meeting at Westerhope Community Association on 13 July 2006.  On this occasion the Police and Community Forum meeting was allocated twenty minutes at the start of the meeting, which proved unsatisfactory.

Newcastle City Council has reviewed its Ward Committee arrangements to enhance community and partnership involvement.  The Committee meetings are now split in to two distinct parts lasting one hour each.  The first part will be themed including crime and community safety issues.

The Authority has been invited to consider holding Police and Community Forums in the themed part of the Ward Committee meetings on a rota basis when mutually appropriate.

Meetings will be jointly publicised through the Authority and City Council’s current arrangements.

RESOLVED - 
(i)  
That a six month pilot of holding Newcastle Police and 

Community Forums as part of the Newcastle City Council’s Ward committee meetings, where mutually appropriate, be approved.

(ii)
That a further report be submitted on the outcome of the six month pilot.

22.
MINUTES OF POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS

The schedules of issues raised at Police and Community Forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were submitted.

Further to minute 13 (2006/07) a progress report on the current position of the 101 service was provided.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) That further details on the bottle sticker pilot scheme in

Newcastle, the closure of the Police office in the Hetton Centre and the problem of youths selling alcohol from cars in Gateshead be provided. 

(iii)
That a further report on the future of the 101 service be provided in due course.
23.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITS – BEDLINGTON POLICE STATION

The Committee has previously agreed, subject to consultation with the South East Northumberland Custody Visiting Panel, to a three month trial at Bedlington Police Station for independent custody visitors, accompanied by one of the custody staff, to ask the detainees if they wanted to be visited (minute 6 – 2006/07).  

Officers from the Authority and force attended the South East Northumberland Custody Visiting panel meeting at Bedlington Police Station on 11 September 2006.  Whilst some of the independent custody visitors initially expressed concerns about asking detainees face to face and confidentiality issues for the detainees, the panel agreed to undertake the three month trial from 15 September 2006 to 15 December 2006.

During the six visits prior to the trial scheme, of the 29 detainees available to receive a custody visit, 12 were visited and 17 refused.  Therefore, 41.4% of those available received a visit.

In the six visits so far during the trial scheme, of the 19 detainees available to receive a visit, 16 were visited and 3 refused.  Therefore, 84.2% of those available received a visit.

The final results of the trial scheme will be assessed at the end of the trial period.  It is also proposed that the views and experiences of the South East Northumberland independent visitors and the Custody Officers on the trial scheme be sought.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) That a further report on the results of the 

trial scheme be submitted at the next meeting.
24. CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY
The summary of custody visits for the period 1 August – 31 October 2006 was submitted.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii)
That further to minute 6(ii) - 2005/06 a more detailed response from the Chief Constable in relation to issues raised by custody visitors regarding problems in custody suites be given.
25.
CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING MINUTES


The minutes of the Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinators’ meeting held on 18 October 2006 were submitted.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.
26.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION (ICVA) ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2006

The ICVA Annual Conference was held in Cambridge on 4 November 2006.  Following consultation with the independent custody visiting panels, twelve independent custody visitors were allocated places at the conference.

The total cost of the flights, rail fare, accommodation and subsistence for the authority’s delegates of £2,500 was met from within the 2006/07 revenue budget.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

27. INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION ANNUAL REPORT 2005-06
The ICVA Annual Report 2005-06.

An update was provided on ICVA’s current financial position.  ICVA did have a £43,000 deficit in the current financial year, and have taken appropriate steps to correct this.  The savings implemented will not affect the operation of ICVA and the Home Office have expressed their satisfaction at the recovery plan.  More regular financial checks will be reported at future Executive meetings.

The Association of Police Authorities is still considering the draft report commissioned to independently review ICVA.

At the request of J Mair, M Hardy has taken on the role as the Authority’s representative and he is now the substitute.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) The ICVA’s current 2006/07 financial position be noted.

(iii) That the report on the findings of the independent review 

of ICVA be presented when published.

(iv) That the change to the Authority’s representation on the 

ICVA Executive Committee be noted.

28. GRANT POOL

Proposals for the future of the grant pool process were outlined.  These include supporting Neighbourhood Policing across Northumbria until 2009 and the continued support of the Youth Offending Teams.  

Suggested priorities for grants and the suggested process were also outlined.  This will consist of ‘one off’ bids for specific projects that will be submitted by Neighbourhood Beat Teams, bids will be scored against agreed priorities, a process for agreement will be in place and outcome reports then presented to Members.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii)
That further discussions on the grant pool proposals be held at a future Member’s Seminar.
29. REVIEW OF CONSULTATION AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

An update on the consultation and community engagement review including the process of the review, themes, other Police Authorities practices and issues to address was submitted.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii)
That further discussions on the review of consultation and community engagement be held at a future Member’s Seminar.
	
	
	



