
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

13 February 2007

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, M Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier
C268
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 13 February 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C269
SINGLE PROGRAMME – NEW PROJECTS

Consideration has been given to the actions of the TyneWear Partnership in approving three new projects for approval.

RESOLVED - 
That the actions of the TyneWear Partnership in approving 



expenditure on the projects set out below and summarised in 


appendix 2, be endorsed.

· Baltic Business Quarter – Town Centre Link

· Transport Design Study

· Public Art Design Feasibility Study


The above decision has been made because the projects will contribute to t he 
overall strategies of the TyneWear Partnership and to the overall outputs and 
outcomes for the Central Gateshead Implementation Plan. 

C270
IMPLEMENTATION OF BOROUGH WIDE CONTROL OF STREET TRADING


Consideration has been given to the implementation of a borough wide control of 
street trading, extending some existing controls and authorising some enforcement 
action against traders who operate without consent or licence.


The alternative option to that being recommended, but which was discounted, 
included regulating street trading under the Highways Act.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the implementation of a borough wide control of 






street trading under Schedule 4 of the Local 







Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982, the 





designation of the areas as stated in appendix 2 and the 





conditions to be attached to licences and consents, as 





stated in appendix 3, be approved.






(ii)
That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate 






Services be authorised to publish and serve appropriate 





legal notices.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:







(A)
The borough wide control of street trading will 







ensure that the Council regulates street trading in 






a way that is effective and follows a fair, 








consistent, best practice approach.







(B)
The Council is legally obliged to publish and 







serve appropriate legal notices.

C271
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN: INTEGRATED TRANSPORT CAPITAL PROGRAMME UPDATE

Consideration has been given to an update on progress with the Local Transport Plan integrated transport capital programme, major scheme development and to the resulting revised indicative programme for 2007/08.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the revisions to the integrated capital programme 

for 2006/07 as set out in appendix 2 to the report, be 


approved.



(ii)
That the indicative programme for 2007/08 as set out in 

appendix 3 to the report, be approved.



The above decisions have been made to enable the design and implementation of transport schemes in support of the Council’s policy objectives.

C272
TENDERS, SCHEMES AND ESTIMATES


(i)
GATESHEAD QUAYS – MAIDENS WALK AND COAL DROPS 
Consideration has been given to the actions of the Group Director, Development and Enterprise in placing an order under delegated powers for works to reinstate the public right of way at Maidens Walk and to carry out conservation work at the adjacent coal drops at Jennings Sidings.

RESOLVED - 
That the actions of the Group Director, Development and 



Enterprise in negotiating a tender in the sum of £689,487.20 



and placing an order with the Group Director, Local 




Environmental Services for the works.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:





(A)
The project is part of the overall outputs and 





outcomes for the Central Gateshead 






Implementation Plan, funded through the Single 




Programme and approved by the Tyne Wear 





Partnership.





(B)
To allow immediate commencement in order to 




meet the spending profile.

(ii) GATESHEAD HERITAGE CENTRE (ST MARY’S CHURCH)

Consideration has been given proposals to create a Heritage Centre at St Mary’s Church, Gateshead and to the invitation of tenders on a two-stage basis.

RESOLVED
-
That the invitation of tenders on a two-stage basis and the 



placing of orders for the works required to create a Heritage 



Centre at St Mary’s Church, within the agreed budget, be 



approved.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To progress the works urgently to meet spending profiles.

(B) To develop heritage and enhance cultural offer on Gateshead Quays.


(iii)
CARDINAL HUME RC SCHOOL: PROVISION OF SPORTS PLAYING 


FIELDS

Consideration has been given to the scheme and estimated cost for the provision of sports playing fields at Cardinal Hume RC School (replacement school for St Edmund Campion RC Comprehensive School.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the scheme and estimated cost of constuction of 




£1,530,000 be approved.




(ii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 



authorised to invite tenders for the work.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To deliver new sports playing fields that meet the standard established and provided by the Gateshead Schools’ PFI project and that support the delivery of the National Curriculum.

(B) To deliver new sports facilities that will be available for the community using the Community Use Agreement now drawn up between the School Governors, Trustees of the Diocese and the Council.


(iv)
IMPROVEMENTS TO PRIVATE PROPERTIES WITHIN SALTWELL – 


IMPLEMENTATION OF BENSHAM AND SALTWELL NEIGHBOURHOOD 

PLAN

Consideration has been given to the improvement of private properties within Saltwell as part of the implementation of the Bensham and Saltwell Neighbourhood Plan.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the principle of the scheme and estimate and 




authorisation of the Group Director, Development and 



Enterprise to negotiate a price for the work to The 




Avenues Phase 1, comprising 95 to 221 Westbourne 




Avenue (odd numbers only), 114 to 240 Westbourne 




Avenue (even numbers only), and 159 to 221 Windsor 



Avenue, with the Group Director, Local Environmental 



Services and subject to the necessary finacial support 



being confirmed by Bridging NewcastleGateshead 




(BNG), that acceptance of a tender price be delegated to 



the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, be 




approved.




(ii)
That tenders being sought to appoint a professional 




consultant to assist in the design and delivery of a block 



improvement scheme for West of Saltwell Road Phase 



1, comprising 2 to 50 Arkwright Street (even numbers 




only), 2 to 50 Maxwell Street (all), 254 to 334 Saltwell 




Road (even numbers only), 1 Watt Street and 1 Telford 



Street; the principle of the scheme and estimate; 




authorisation for the Group Director, Development and 



Enterprise to appoint a build contractor; and subject to 



the necessary financial support being confirmed by 




BNG, that acceptance of tenders be delegated to the 




Group Director, Development and Enterprise, be 




approved.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To progress the scheme works and deliver agreed Housing Market Renewal and Strategic Housing Investment Programme outputs.

(B) To contribute to the Council and the Government’s sustainable communities agenda and the delivery of the Bensham and Saltwell Neighbourhood Plan.

(v)
WHICKHAM PAROCHIAL CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL – 
PROPOSED ELECTRICAL REWIRE

Consideration has been given to the scheme and the tender negotiated with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services for the electrical rewire of Whickham Parochial Church of England Primary School.

RESOLVED - 
That the scheme and tender, which the Group Director, 



Development and Enterprise has negotiated with the Group 



Director, Local Environmental Services for the sum of 




£132,910.50 in accordance with Contract Procedure Rule 



5.1(VI) of the Council’s Constitution, be approved.

The above decision has been made because the scheme has been identified as a priority in the Education Asset Management Plan.

(vi) THE DRIVE COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL: PROPOSED ACCESSIBILITY WORKS

Consideration has been given to the scheme and tender negotiated with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services for the accessibility works at The Drive Primary School.

RESOLVED - 
That the scheme and tender, which the Group Director, 



Development and Enterprise has negotiated with the Group 



Director, Local Environmental Services for the sum of 




£122,719.95 in accordance with Contract Procedure Rule 



5.1(VI) of the Council’s Constitution, be approved.

The above decision has been made because the works have been identified as a priority in the audit of the Council’s Public Access Buildings for the Disability Act 1995.

C273
MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES – REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION PANEL

Consideration has been given to the findings of the Independent Remuneration Panel’s review of the members’ allowances scheme in Gateshead.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the 




recommendations of the Independent Remuneration Panel in 


relation to the scheme of members’ allowances for Gateshead.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the scheme of members’ allowances remains adequate to recognise the time and effort given by councillors to their Council duties.

C274
FEES AND CHARGES 2007/08


Consideration has been given to a review of fees and charges for 2007/08.


RESOLVED – 
That the Council be recommended to agree:





(i)
The detailed fees and charges as set out in appendix 2 




to the report.



(ii)
The changes to Social Care fees and charges as 



outlined in appendix 3, following the detailed 




consultation on these charges for 2007/08 and previous 


years with service users.



(iii)
To authorise the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT to 


amend charges if necessitated by changes in VAT.


The above decision has been made to ensure that fees and charges are set at the 
correct level.

C275
TRANSFER OF NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY DEBT


Consideration has been given to the apportionment and transfer of all debt 
attributable to the Northumbria Police Authority currently held in the Council’s name.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the transfer of all 

attributable debt into the name of Northumbria Police Authority 

on the basis of the proposal contained within the report.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To provide a greater level of transparency between the two organisations.

(B) To enable the Council to take future decisions in respect of debt restructuring and any potential new borrowing based solely on its own circumstances.

(C) To generate efficiency savings.

C276
COMMUNITY BASED SERVICES ‘POSITIVE RISK TAKING POLICY’


Consideration has been given to the implementation of a positive risk taking policy 
across Community Based Services.


RESOLVED - 
That the adoption and implementation of the positive risk taking 

policy across Community Based Services as set out in 


appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure there is a consistent approach to the identification, assessment and management of risk across Community Based Services and the safeguarding of adults.

(B) To enable users of services and their families to be fully involved in any decisions that are made around risk that affect them.

C277
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of local authority school 
governors for a period of four years to schools where there are vacancies.


RESOLVED - 
That the appointment of Local Education Authority School 


Governors to schools where there is a vacancy, for a period of 

four years, be approved as follows:

	School

Hookergate
	Appointment

Councillor J Hamilton
	Date from

13.02.07

	Hookergate
	Councillor M McNestry
	13.02.07

	Falla Park
	Anne Laskey
	13.02.07

	Lord Lawson of Beamish
	Councillor P Foy 
	13.02.07

	Lobley Hill
	Councillor F Donovan
	13.02.07

	Winlaton West Lane
	Councillor M Brain
	13.02.07

	Birtley East
	Councillor M Foy
	13.02.07

	Falla Park
	Councillor F Dick 
	13.02.07

	Oakfield Infants
	Councillor J McElroy
	13.02.07


C278
REVIEW OF ALLOTMENT RENTS


Consideration has been given to clarifying rent levels for allotments above 400m².


RESOLVED - 
That the rent level for allotments above 400m² be confirmed as 

being the rent level for 301 – 400m² (£35.50) plus the band fee 

appropriate to make up the size.


The above decision has been made to clarify the intended rent level for allotments 
above 400m² in size.

C279
PETITIONS SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to an update on petitions submitted to the Council 
and the action taken on them.


RESOLVED - 
That the petitions received and the action taken on them be 


noted.


The above decision has been made to inform Cabinet of the progress of 
petitions 
received by the Council.

C280
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE



Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C281
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 


consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the 


indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local 




Government Act 1972.

C282
 SALE OF LAND AT ALBION STREET, WINDY NOOK (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the sale of 0.48 hectares of land at Albion Street, 
Windy Nook (the site of the former Greenbourne Aged Persons Home) to Johnnie 
Johnson Housing Trust Limited for the development of 12 two bedroom bungalows 
for rent by older people in a central and community focussed locality.


The alternative option to that being recommended but which was discounted 
included selling the land at market value.

RESOLVED - 
That the sale of 0.48 hectares of land at Albion Street, Windy 


Nook to Johnnie Johnson Housing Trust Limited on the terms 


and conditions set out in the report, be approved.  
The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council continues to deliver the Older Persons Housing Strategy objectives.

C283
BRIDGING NEWCASTLEGATESHEAD: PROPERTY ACQUISITION 


(Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to the acquisition of 140/142 Saltwell Road.

RESOLVED -
That the acquisition of 140/142 Saltwell Road on the terms and 


conditions set out in the report be approved.



The above decision has been made to contribute towards the Bridging 
NewcastleGateshead Housing Market Renewal Initiative.

C284
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS


Consideration has been given to a number of surplus declarations and a new 
letting.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the following surplus declarations be approved:

· Ravenswood APH, Sheriff Hill

· Hartswood APH, Waverley Road, Harlow Green

· Joicey Road Special School, Joicey Road, Low Fell

· Norfolk Avenue, Barley Mow





(ii)
That the new letting of Bensham Grove Community 





Centre to the Trustees of Bensham Grove Community 




Association, be approved on the terms and conditions 




set out in the report, be approved.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 14 February 2007
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