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1 Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B Osborne and P Ronan (Gateshead Council), Councillors P Allen and J O’Shea (Newcastle City Council), Councillors A Donaldson and B Scorer (South Tyneside MBC) and Councillor M Speding (Sunderland City Council).



2 Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of the Joint Committee held on 21 September  2006 were agreed as a correct record.

· The Archive Service’s collections relating to shipbuilding and maritime trade have now been designated as outstanding national and international importance.  This recognition does not include any funding  but it gives substantial recognition to the service.  
· The Chairman has agreed a list of people to be approached for the board of the development trust and the recruitment process has started.  This Committee will receive a report on this matter at its next meeting.
· The bid for a grant to the American Institute Physics had been unsuccessful.
· It was noted that independent evaluators had assessed the unsuccessful Infostore application.
· Funding has been attained for a full options appraisal for getting new accommodation for the Archives Service.  Work on the appraisal will begin shortly and the Committee will receive a progress report at its next meeting.  It was suggested that consideration could be given to other possible joint options to involve additional local councils.
3 Fees for Commercial Use

The report proposed to simplify and modernise the current list of charges.  There is some potential to raise additional income through commercial usage, although most is at the local end of the scale.  It is proposed that the current standard £30 fee for publications such as books, journals and magazines be reduced to £15, which would enable more opportunities to make charges and also increase the number of requests.  The other main change is to set fees for licences for using film, television and video/DVD.  

It was noted that usage is monitored and legal action can be taken if any copyright infringement is identified.

RESOLVED
- 
That the proposals for the new fees as set out in the 

 


report be approved.

4 Legacy – The Archives of Cultural Diversity

The Committee received a report that provided details of the Legacy project and set out proposals for continuing work to diversify the archive’s collections.    The Legacy project had finished in September and full details of its achievements had been circulated to the Committee.

Key work that continues since the project officially ended includes:

· Active working with individuals to put their stories on the Website

· A Remembering Slavery project, which maps records of ethnic diversity in the region

· An ongoing process to include gender and sexuality records.

It was noted that there is a large archive on disabled records, which includes information from the Royal Victoria Blind School and hospital records.   Greater awareness of these records could be promoted. 

A variety of Legacy open days had taken place all across the region.  Examples include an African project on Teeside and asylum and refugee conference in Sunderland.

It was noted that links with people who participated in the project should be maintained as far as possible.



RESOLVED - 
That the report be noted and the Committee receive 






further reports as necessary.

5 New Learning Package - Licehunter

The report introduced the Committee to a new website aimed particularly at schools.   The Archives Service is looking to expand its educational resource archives using regional and sub-regional sources.  Schoolchildren and teachers were consulted in the design of the package and a successful Website has now been launched.

The Committee received a demonstration of the Website, which included details of the historical and scientific information it contains and a game for schoolchildren to play.

(Councillor G Bell left the meeting at 11.00am – at this point the meeting became inquorate)

The Committee welcomed the Website, which is well designed and will be very good for schools.  

It was suggested that other science and technology material, including perhaps a study of the work of Joseph Wilson Swan, could also be used as an educational tool using the same format.  It was noted that the same technology used for Licehunter is also being used for a Mauritania Website.    

RECEOMMENDED - 
That the report be noted.

6 Date and Time of Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Joint Committee will be held on Thursday 15 February 2007 at 10.30am.  The venue for the meeting would be confirmed in due course. 







