
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

12 December 2006

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, M Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier
C217
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 28 November 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C218
GRANTS AND AWARDS – FOURTH ROUND OF GRANT APPLICATIONS

Consideration has been given to the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on applications for grant support in 2006/07.

RESOLVED - 
That the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on 


the applications as set out in appendix 2 to the report, be 



endorsed.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the grants and awards 
programme is used to maximise benefits to local communities and is managed 
effectively.

C219
TENDER TO RUN THE GATESHEAD COMMUNITY LEGAL ADVICE CENTRE

Consideration has been given to the award of the contract for the provision of general and specialist legal advice at the Gateshead Community Legal Advice Centre to the Preferred Bidder.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the award of the contract to the Citizen’s Advice 


Bureau and Law Centre, for a period of three years, 


commencing on 1 April 2007, be approved, subject to 


the financial model being completed to the satisfaction of 

the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services. 



(ii)
That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate 


Services be authorised to confirm the award of the 


contract and to execute the final relevant contract 


documentation following consultation with the Cabinet 

Member for Corporate Vitality and the Strategic Director, 

Finance and ICT.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the Centre has the best possible prospects of being run effectively and efficiently.


(Councillor Napier declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the above matter and withdrew from the meeting during its consideration because he is a member of the Gateshead Law Centre Management Committee).

C220
EXTENSION OF CONTRACTS FOR THE SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES

Consideration has been given to the extension of contracts for the printing of Council News and various publications and the supply of individual and multi-portion frozen meals.


The alternative option to that being recommended, but which was discounted included re-tendering.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the second 12 month option to extend the contract 

with The Limehouse Group for the printing of Council 


News and various publications be approved.



(ii)
That the option to extend the contract for the supply of 

individual and multi-portion frozen meals for a further 12 

months with Flowfood be approved.

The above decisions have been made because the existing contractors have performed satisfactorily and are considered to offer best value.

C221
DECRIMINALISED PARKING ENFORCEMENT IN GATESHEAD 
Consideration has been given to the proposed business plan and enforcement strategy that are necessary as part of the introduction of a decriminalised parking enforcement scheme in Gateshead.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the comments received during consultation on the 



matter, including the views of the Sustainable 





Communities Place Advisory Group, be noted.

(ii) That the business plan and enforcement strategy as outlined in appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

(iii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to submit an application to the Secretary of State at the Department of Transport, for a designation order introducing decriminalised parking enforcement in Gateshead pursuant to the Road Traffic Act 1991.
 

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To enable the Council to enforce both on and off-
street parking in a co-ordinated manner.





(B)
To help achieve the objectives set out in the Local 




Transport Plan 2006-11.

C222
ANNUAL CONTRACTS FOR HIGHWAY WORKS 2007/08 (Page

Consideration has been given to the annual contracts for highway works in 2007/08.


The alternative option to that being recommended, but which was discounted, included re-tendering.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the contracts for surfacing and cold planning, 




surface dressing and road marking and anti skid 




surfacing be extended for a further 12 months from 1 




April 2007, with Tarmac Limited, Road Maintenance 




Services Limited and Coupe Line respectively, in 




accordance with Contract Procedure Rule 5.1(vi).





(ii)
That the contract for ground investigation works be 





discontinued from 1 April 2007.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To enable highway works to proceed in 2007/08.

(B) To make the most effective use of the Council’s resources.

(C) To comply with EU Procurement Rules.

C223
LINGEY HOUSE PRIMARY SCHOOL NEW BUILD ICT BLOCK 

Consideration has been given to the proposed scheme and estimate for the provision of a new ICT facility at Lingey House Primary School and to the negotiation of a tender with Local Environmental Services for the works.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed scheme and estimated cost of 


£261,500 be approved.



(ii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 

authorised to negotiate a tender with Local 



Environmental Services for the works in accordance with 

Council policy on the commissioning of capital works.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To provide a viable facility to enable school staff to enhance the effective delivery of ICT services in Lingey House Primary School.

(B) To provide enhanced IT facilities at the school, identified as a priority in the Education Asset Management Plan.

C224  REVIEW OF BUSINESS CENTRE LICENCE FEES

Consideration has been given to proposed increases in business centre licence fees.

RESOLVED - 
That the 7.5% increase in licence fees for business centres, 
with effect from 1 April 2007, as set out in appendix 2 to the 
report, be approved. 

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To maintain licence fees in line with other 
managed workspace.

(B) 
To increase income to the Council and reflect 
increased running costs, particularly those 
charged by utility providers and rental at Team 
Valley Business Centre.

(C) 
To provide an environment in which small and 
young businesses are supported to grow and 
prosper.

C225
LOCAL GOVERNMENT WHITE PAPER – THE COUNCIL’S RESPONSE


Consideration has been given to the proposed response to the Local Government 
White Paper ‘Strong and Prosperous Communities’.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council’s response to the White Paper as set out in 


appendix 3 to the report, be approved for submission to the 


Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council’s views are made 
known to the Government and can be taken into account in preparing legislation 
that will follow the White Paper.

C226
2006/07 SIX MONTHLY REVIEW OF PERFORMANCE – COMPOSITE REPORT


Consideration has been given to the review of performance for the first six months 
of 2006/07.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the composite review of performance report attached at appendix 2 to the report be noted.

(ii) That the proposed actions to improve performance over the remainder of 2006/07 as outlined in appendix 3 to the report, be approved.


The above decisions have been made to ensure a high level of performance is 
maintained in all areas.

C227
POLICY AND SERVICE PLANNING CYCLE 2007/08 – BUDGET UPDATE


Consideration has been given to the progress on the revenue budget for 2007/08, 
after taking account of the provisional local government finance settlement 2007/08; 
the Chancellor’s pre-Budget Statement; the   outcome of consultation on priorities 
and budget proposals for growth and savings, and the base budget and funding 
options.

RESOLVED - 
  (i)
That the outcome of the provisional local government 





finance settlement 2007/08 be noted and the Strategic 




Director, Finance and ICT be authorised to submit a 





response on 
behalf of the Council to the proposals 





following consultation with the Chief Executive 






and Leader of the Council.

(ii) That the implications contained within the Chancellor’s 


pre-Budget Statement announced on 6 December 2006 


be noted.

(iii) That the comments in respect of consultation on the 



budget proposals for growth and savings for 2007/08 be 


noted.

(iv) That the position on the base budget and funding 



options and the intended submission of further 




reports in January 2007 to agree the base budget, 



budget proposals and council tax base be noted.

The above decisions have been made to contribute to the good financial management practice of the Council.
C228
STUDENT SUPPORT 2007/08


Consideration has been given to the Council’s student support policy in respect of 
post-compulsory (discretionary) education awards for the 2007/08 financial year.

RESOLVED -
That the existing student support policy in respect of post-
compulsory (discretionary) education awards as set out in 
appendix 2 to the report be approved for the 2007/08 financial 
year. 

The above decision has been taken to enable the Council to comply with legislative requirements to determine the policy on an annual basis.

C229
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE



Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C230
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
C231
REVIEW OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S DEPARTMENT (Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to a new structure in the Chief Executive’s 
Department.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposals for the Chief Executive’s 







Department as set out in appendices 3 and 4 to the 






report be approved subject to consultation with the 






Trade Unions and employees.

(ii) That a further report be submitted following consultation with the Trade Unions and employees for recommendation to Council to approve a revised structure.

The above decision has been made because the proposals represent the most effective means of providing the core in-house services required to meet the needs of the Council.

C232
ESTABLISHMENT REVIEW OF WASTE SERVICES AND GROUNDS 
MAINTENANCE – LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES (Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to proposals for a revised management structure for 
Waste Services and Grounds Maintenance within Local Environmental Services.  It 
follows a review of the way services are delivered across the Borough.


RESOLVED
-
That the revised management structure of Waste Services and 



Grounds Maintenance within Local Environmental Services as 



set out in appendices 3,4 and 5 to the report, be approved 




subject to consultation with the relevant Trade Unions. 

The above decision has been taken to strengthen the management structure to allow an effective and coherent service to be provided, thereby increasing service delivery as a whole.

C233
ORGANISATION REVIEW OF SCHOOL ICT SUPPORT (Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to proposed changes to the organisational structure 
of the School ICT Support Service within the Learning and Children Group.

RESOLVED - 
That the proposal to restructure the School ICT Support 



Service within the Learning and Children Group, as set out in 


appendices 1 to 3 of the report, be approved subject to 



consultation with the Trade Unions.

The above decision has been taken for the following reasons:





(A)
The proposed structure will enable the service to 




meet the increased responsibility and workload 




arising from Government initiatives.





(B)
The proposed structure will underpin the planned 




implementation and delivery of more efficient and 




effective technical support strategies in response 




to the business needs of schools.





(C)
The proposed structure will address the capacity 




issues presently experienced within the service.


MATOV CHILDREN’S CENTRE (Paragraph 3)

Item withdrawn.

C234
HMR BRIDGING NEWCASTLEGATESHEAD – PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS 
(Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to proposed property acquisitions that are necessary as part of the Bridging NewcastleGateshead Housing Market Renewal initiative.

RESOLVED - 
That the acquisition of 201 Brighton Road and 200 Rectory 



Road, Gateshead be approved on the terms and conditions set 


out in the report.

The above decision has been taken to contribute towards the Bridging NewcastleGateshead Housing Market Renewal Initiative.

C235
PROPERTY TRANSACTION (Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to a new letting.

RESOLVED - 
That the new letting of Units 6/8/10 Baltic Road Industrial 



Estate, Felling, to PT Ranson Limited, be approved on the 



terms and conditions set out in the report.

The above decision has been made to rationalise the Council’s land holdings and manage resources.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 13 December 2006
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