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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
16 November 2006
TITLE OF REPORT:
 New learning package - Licehunter
REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Director of Culture and Communities
 

Purpose of the Report
To inform the committee of the development of a new learning package for schools.

 

Background

1. In October 2005 the North East Museums, Libraries and Archives Council commissioned a report describing what new regional or sub-regional educational resources archives could create to inspire children and make archival material more accessible to schools. 

2. Among other consultees from education and IT two schools in North Tyneside, Churchill Community College, Wallsend and Coquet First School, Whitley Bay took part in sessions to allow the pupils to generate their own ideas and enable them to steer the findings. Pupils demonstrated their favourite websites in general and their favourite websites for school work. They were asked to comment about the features that made the websites appealing.

3. The conclusions from the pupil consultation are summarised as follows

· All the children enjoyed truly interactive websites with exciting and involving activities as a way of presenting information.

· Games were the favourite form of interactivity. Animation and brightly coloured graphics were popular. On the sites selected, games were used to introduce new material and to reinforce knowledge gained from more conventional pages e.g. simple quizzes.

· Children eagerly tackled large pieces of text or complex instructions if they perceived them as interesting or fun e.g. if they were part of the instructions for a game

· The facility to take something away from a site was highly valued, perhaps sending an e.card, making a recipe or instructions for an art activity.

· Enjoyment was the key to encouraging return visits.

· Clear navigation round a site was important. Where this was not obvious the children quickly moved on to a different feature or to a new site.

4. Teachers who were consulted put forward a number of curriculum ideas, one of which was World War I, home front and military experience.

Outcome

5. Based on the recommendations of the report and using a small but important collection of material on the problem of lice in the trenches during World War I, the archives service has developed a new web-based learning package at www.licehunter.org
(the website will be demonstrated and explained at the meeting)

6. Alternative Options

7.  There is no alternative option at present.

8. Recommendation

9. The committee is recommended to note the report.
CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1

Implications of Recommended Option

1.  Equal Opportunities Implications – nil

2. Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

3. Environmental Implications -  nil

4. Human Rights Implications -  nil

5. Ward Implications -  nil
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