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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
16 November 2006
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Legacy – the archives of cultural diversity
REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Director of Culture and Communities
 

Purpose of the Report
To update the committee on the outcomes of the Legacy project.

 

Background

1. The Best Value Review of the archives service, amongst other things, identified gaps in the collections, which prevented them from fully representing the whole community of Tyne and Wear. One such gap related to records of black and ethnic minority groups.
2. In 2004 the archives service obtained funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund for a two-year project Cultural Diversity: Collecting the Records of Black and Ethnic Minority groups in Tyne and Wear. The project developed into Legacy.
3. The Lottery-funded project has just been completed and the final report is attached as Appendix 2.
Future plans

4. The archives service will continue to address gaps in the collections and to seek appropriate funding for this purpose. The Legacy final report suggests some further areas for development.

5. The Legacy project established a website, including a section Your story but there were insufficient resources and time to facilitate a range of stories. This is one area for future development, with some additional work already in progress.

6. The archives service is participating in a project Remembering Slavery led by the Literary & Philosophical Society. This will maintain and develop some of the contacts initiated by the cultural diversity worker and map further collections relating to ethnic diversity throughout the region.

Alternative Options

7.  There is no alternative option at present.

Recommendation

8. The committee is recommended to note the report and receive further reports as necessary.
CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1

Implications of Recommended Option

1.  Equal Opportunities Implications – the report highlights work to increase equality of access to the archives service.

2. Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

3. Environmental Implications -  nil

4. Human Rights Implications -  nil

5. Ward Implications -  nil
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