NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

STANDARDS COMMITTEE – 20 NOVEMBER 2006

STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND’S RESPONSE TO CORNERSTONE PAPER

REPORT OF THE CLERK

1.
PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1
To inform the Committee of the Standards Board for England’s recent response to the Cornerstone paper “A question of standards: Prescott’s Town Hall madness”, written by Owen Patterson MP and Gerald Howarth MP.

2.
STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND RESPONSE 

2.1
The full response addresses some of the issues that were identified in the paper as the five ‘damaging’ effects of the current ethical standards framework on local government.

2.2
A copy of the Standards Board for England’s press office release is attached in the appendix to the report.

4.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS 

4.1
It is considered the report has no equal opportunities implications.

5.
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

5.1
It is considered the report has no human rights implications.

6.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no financial implications arising from the report.

7.
RECOMMENDATION

7.1
The Committee is asked to note the report.

