
NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE

5 JUNE 2006

PRESENT:

Mrs Guy (Chair)

Councillors Darke, Foster, McAtominey, Napier and Thompson

Mr Atkinson, Mrs Brunton and Mr Foster

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Henry, Packham and Purdue, Mr Avery, Mr Brown, 

Mrs Drury and Dr Mahmood

1.
MINUTES


RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 6 March 2006 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

2.
CITIZEN PANELS

The Committee was informed of the Authority’s citizen panel membership, including a breakdown  by age, gender, ethnicity, religion, employment and disability.

Details of how the panels have been used and the plans for their future use were outlined.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.
3.
MINUTES OF POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS

The schedules of issues raised at police and community forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were submitted.


RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

4.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION (ICVA) – MEMBERSHIP FEE

The Committee was informed of the ICVA membership fee request of £750 for 2006/07.

J Mair, Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinator for Newcastle, continues to represent the Authority on the ICVA Executive Committee. A new substitute, to replace M Porter is being sought.

The Home Office and the Association of Police Authorities have commissioned an independent review of ICVA, which also includes support to custody provision more broadly.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) 
That the Authority continues to be a member of ICVA in 2006/07 and the position be reviewed on an annual basis.

(iii)
That the findings of the independent review of ICVA be submitted when published.

5.
ICVA  NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2006


The ICVA national conference is to be held on Saturday, 4 November 2006 in Cambridge. The Authority has been allocated seven places  with two reserve places.  Places are to be allocated based on appropriate panel representation and attendance at previous conferences.


The estimated cost of the travel, accommodation and subsistence for the Authority to send nine delegates to the ICVA  national conference in Cambridge of £3,000 can be met from within the 2006/07 revenue budget. 

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii)
That the attendance of nine custody visitors at the ICVA national conference 2006 be approved.

6.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITS - BEDLINGTON POLICE STATION

 The Committee agreed that the proposal for a three month trial at Bedlington Police Station for the independent custody visitors, accompanied by one of the custody staff, to ask the detainees if they wanted to be visited be investigated further following concerns in relation to the code of practice and national standards for independent custody visiting and confidentiality issues for the detainees (minute 38 – 2005/06).  

Hampshire Police Authority has recently undertaken a six month trial in one of their custody suites where the custody visitors introduced themselves to detainees.  Results of the trial show that the independent custody visitors visited 98.09% of those who were available to be seen.  Following the success of their trial, Hampshire Police Authority, in February 2006, agreed to implement the process across all of  its custody suites.

Both the code of practice and the national standards for independent custody visiting state that detainees can only be spoken to with their consent and the escorting officer is responsible for establishing whether they wish to speak to the independent custody visitors.

However, Hampshire Police Authority kept both the Home Office and ICVA informed of its pilot scheme and neither had any objections or raised any issues.

A number of other Authorities were now looking to introduce similar pilot schemes in their area.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.





(ii)
That, subject to consultation with the South East 





Northumberland custody visiting panel, a three month 

trial scheme at Bedlington Police Station with the independent custody visitors, accompanied by one of the custody staff, asking the detainees if they want to be visited be undertaken.

(iii)
That a further report on the results of the trial scheme be submitted. 

7.
MINUTES OF CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING 


The minutes of the Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinators’ meeting held on 26 April 2006 were submitted.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) That a letter of thanks for all his work as Gateshead  custody visiting panel co-ordinator be sent to Mic Porter on behalf of the Authority.

8. CUSTODY VISITING PANELS’ ANNUAL REPORTS
The annual reports for each of the custody visiting panels were submitted.  The panel arrangements continue to be an integral part of the Authority’s custody visiting scheme.  Without the continued efforts of Panel Co-ordinators the custody visiting scheme would not continue to run as effectively as it does.  

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the custody visiting panels’ annual reports be 



noted.


(ii)
That the Committee’s thanks to the Panel Co-ordinators
for all their efforts in making the scheme a success be 





recorded.

9. CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY FOR THE PERIOD 7 FEBRUARY – 30 APRIL 2006
The summary of custody visits for the period 7 February – 30 April 2006 was submitted.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) That a further report on the issuing of identification badges for all police staff detention officers be submitted.
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