CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING

20 JULY 2006

PRESENT:
Inspector R Hall, Inspector M Wright, J Mair, M Walker, M Hardy, 

L Miller, A Jones, R Kirkcaldy, T Purvis, B Wilson and I Burns

APOLOGY:
Chief Inspector V Stubbs
1.
MINUTES


The minutes of the last meeting held on 26 April 2006 were agreed.

2.
MATTERS ARISING

(i) The ICVA information showing the changes in the revised PACE Codes of 

Practice was to be sent to the Co-ordinators.

(ii) The review of the rural custody suites in Northumberland is still ongoing. Thirty eight custody staff have now been trained as part of the rural accreditation scheme.
(iii) Following the Home Office announcement on Strategic Police forces, the proposed merger of the three North East police forces is no longer going ahead.  

(iv) The Association of Police Authorities and Home Office are currently discussing the findings of the OPM’s review of ICVA. The review findings will then be circulated to Police Authorities for comment.

(v) A new code of practice in relation to the detention of terrorist suspects is to be issued soon.  This will be discussed at a future meeting.

(vi) It was queried whether the Authority was aware of ICVA’s short DVD to be shown to detainees as they enter custody explaining the role of custody visitors and that they may receive a visit.  ICVA is also considering the addition of a paragraph on the role of custody visitors to the notice of entitlement given to detainees upon entry to the custody suite. The issues were to be taken up with ICVA.

3.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY: APRIL – JUNE 2006

A summary of the visits undertaken between April - June 2006 was circulated. 

The co-ordinators commented that the new format was more user friendly.

4.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITS – BEDLINGTON POLICE STATION

The Community Engagement Committee has agreed that, subject to consultation with the South East Northumberland custody visiting panel, that a three month trial scheme at Bedlington Police Station be undertaken where custody visitors, accompanied by one of the custody staff, ask detainees if they want to be visited.

Hampshire Police Authority undertook a six month trial in one of their custody suites where the custody visitors introduced themselves to detainees.  Results of the trial show that the custody visitors visited 98.09% of those who were available to be seen. Hampshire Police Authority subsequently agreed to implement the process across all of its custody suites.

A number of other Authorities are now looking to introduce similar pilot schemes in their area.  It was agreed that the trial would be closely monitored and the findings of this reported back to the co-ordinators

Brian Wilson and Chief Inspector Vince Stubbs are to meet with the South East Northumberland Panel on 7 August 2006 to discuss the trial.

5.
ICV REGIONAL CONFERENCE – 15 JULY 2006

Four custody visitors attended the ICV regional conference held on 15 July 2006 at Cleveland Police Headquarters.  Two reports on the conference were submitted.

Thirty one custody visitors attended the conference from various authorities.  The four speakers were very good and informative.  Visitors are hopeful that this will continue as an annual event.

6.
ICVA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2006

Thirteen places have been booked for the ICVA Annual Conference being held in Cambridge on Saturday, 4 November 2006.
The travel and accommodation details will be sent to delegates when agreed, along with the draft programme.
7.
PANEL ROUND UP

(i) An issue recently arose where two custody visitors were overheard in reception making comments about the custody suite and this was reported to the Custody Sergeant.  Custody visitors are asked to use common sense and be careful what they say in public areas and custody suites.

(ii) The visitors’ room at North Shields is regularly being used to store dirty laundry.  The Police are to report back on this issue.

(iii) Clarification on the closure dates for refurbishment at North Shields, Gillbridge and South Shields were to be supplied.

(iv) The new CV3 form does not provide enough lines to comment on each detainee.  The form was revised following consultation with the co-ordinators.  The issue of using two CV3 forms per visit is not seen as a problem.

(v) Systems are in place to ensure that drug addicts receive intervention from relevant services at an early stage.  Newcastle, Gateshead and Sunderland are intensive custody suites where intervention and information is on hand to deal with the detainees quickly and effectively.  Berwick, Alnwick and Hexham are non-intensive sites but literature and information will be available.

(vi) In Sunderland and South Tyneside, two male visitors felt uncomfortable whilst visiting visit two young female detainees in custody.  A female detention officer therefore accompanied them on the visit.  It was suggested that the recruitment of more females to the scheme may help.

(vii) The white paper boiler suits used in custody do not always protect the dignity of detainees.  The Police stated that these suits should only be used as a last resort and that tracksuits should be used in the first instance.  The force is currently looking to purchase darker colour suits.

8.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 18 October 2006 at 5:30pm in the Saltwell Room, Gateshead Civic Centre.
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