
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

17 October 2006

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier
C155
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meetings held on 3 and 10 October 2006 were approved as correct records and signed by the Chair. 

C156
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2006/07 AND PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS – SECOND QUARTER REVIEW

Consideration has been given to the latest position on the 2006/07 capital budget and prudential indicators at the end of the second quarter to 30 September 2006.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:




(i)
approve the variations to the 2006/07 capital 




programme as detailed in Appendix 2 as the revised 



programme;

(ii) approve the revised allocation of £60.699m in 




2006/07 to The Gateshead Housing Company to 



implement projects in the Company’s Delivery Plan;

(iii) approve the continued management of the phasing of 



schemes funded by capital receipts by the Strategic 



Director, Finance and ICT, in consultation with the 



appropriate Group or Strategic Director; 

(iv) approve the financing of the revised programme; and

(v) note the confirmation that none of the approved 



Prudential Indicators set for 2006/07 have been 



breached.


The above decisions have been made to:

(A)
Accommodate changes to the Council’s in-year capital expenditure plans.

(B)
Ensure the optimum use of the Council’s capital resources in 2006/07.

(C)
Ensure performance has remained within the approved prudential limits.

C157
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2007/08 TO 2009/10

Consideration has been given to the approach and timetable for setting the capital programme for 2007/08 to 2009/10 to meet the priorities of the Capital Strategy.


RESOLVED - 
The Council be recommended to approve the proposals set out 
in the report as a basis for considering the capital programme 
for 2007/08 to 2009/10.

The above decision has been made to realise the Council’s policies and objectives in relation to maximising resources available within its capital programme.

C158
CORPORATE CAPITAL STRATEGY
Consideration has been given to the Corporate Capital Strategy which is a key policy document that determines the Council’s approach to capital investment and forms part of the Corporate Performance Assessment framework.  
RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to approve the reviewed Corporate Capital Strategy.


The above decision has been made to maximise resources available to the 
Council and provide a strategy for prioritising capital investment.

C159
PROTOCOL – INVOLVING PARTNERS AND THE PUBLIC IN SCRUTINY REVIEWS

Consideration has been given to a protocol giving guidance to Overview and Scrutiny Committees as to how they should seek to involve partners and the public in scrutiny reviews that they carry out.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the protocol set 
out in appendix to 2 to the report.

The above decision has been made to ensure that consideration is given to appropriate involvement of the Council’s partners and the public in each scrutiny review.

C160
VISITOR CHARGES FOR COMPUTER USAGE IN EXPLORE MUSIC AT THE 
SAGE GATESHEAD 
Consideration has been given to a proposal to charge short-term visitors wishing to use computers in Explore Music at The Sage Gateshead.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve:

(i) the introduction of a charge for computer usage in Explore Music at The Sage Gateshead by short-term visitors and those attending conferences as set out in appendices 1 and 2 of the report; and

(ii) the inclusion of this charge as part of the Fees and Charges setting process at the beginning of 2007. 

The above decisions have been made to generate revenue income, which will contribute to maintenance and improvements in this service.


(Councillor John McElroy declared a personal interest in the above matter, as he is 
a board member of the North Music Trust).

C161
BEST VALUE REVIEW OF ECONOMIC REGENERATION OF COMMUNITIES – IMPACT REPORT

Consideration has been given as to whether the actions identified in the Implementation Plan for the Best Value Review of Economic Regeneration of Communities, have had the required impact in the way the original review anticipated on service delivery and users. 
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the comments of the Sustainable Communities 


Overview and Scrutiny Committee on the impact of the 

review be noted.


(ii)
That it be agreed that the review has had the necessary 

impact on services in the way the original review 


anticipated. 

The above decisions have been made to ensure that the review has had the necessary impact upon users and confirm that services have improved in the way the original review anticipated.

C162
REVENUE BUDGET MONITORING 2006/07

Consideration has been given to the latest position on the 2006/07 revenue budget at the end of the second quarter to 30 September 2006.

RESOLVED -
That the Council’s 2006/07 revenue expenditure position at 30 
September 2006 as set out in appendix 2 to the report  be 

noted. 


The above decision has been made to contribute to the good financial management practice of the Council. 

C163
NORTH EAST ENTERPRISE BOND 

Consideration has been given to a proposal to invest in the North East Enterprise Bond, a registered charity, in an initiative to encourage new business start-ups.


RESOLVED -
That the investment of £100,000 in the North East Enterprise 
Bond be approved, subject to the Strategic Director, Legal and 
Corporate Services agreeing the terms of the bond.
 

The above decision has been made to allow the Council to participate in an initiative to encourage new business start-ups and to complement the Council’s Local Enterprise Growth Initiative bid.

C164
REVIEW OF TENANCY AGREEMENT

Consideration has been given to the results of consultation on the Tenancy Agreement and proposed changes to the agreement.
RESOLVED -
That the views of the Sustainable Communities Place Advisory 
Group be sought on: 

(i) the content, layout and ease of reference to the revised tenancy agreement; and

(ii)
the proposal to allow tenants six weeks notice of variation rather than the statutory four weeks which is due to the whole tenancy agreement being changed, rather than just a few variations to allow tenants more time to absorb and understand the new document.  

The above decision has been made to:

(A) Enable the Council to provide new and existing tenants with a clear and accessible tenancy agreement which explains fully, in easy terms, their rights and responsibilities as Council tenants. 

(B) Align the Tenancy Agreement and the A-Z Tenants Handbook ensuring that tenants have access to useful and easy to understand up to date information about how to live in their homes and their communities.  

C165
PARTNERSHIPS FOR OLDER PEOPLE PROJECTS 2007-08 

Consideration has been given to a proposal to submit a stage 2 bid to the Partnerships for Older People’s Project.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the submission of the Stage 2 bid to the 



Partnership for Older People Projects, as detailed in 


appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the Group Director, Community Based Services be authorised, following consultation with the Leader of the Council, to make any necessary final amendments to the bid prior to its submission to the Department of Health.

The above decisions have been made as implementation of the pilot will deliver improved preventative services for older people as envisaged in the White Paper ‘Our Health, Our Care, Our Say’.

C166
COUNCILLOR APPOINTMENTS


Consideration has been given to appointing a Councillor to various bodies where vacancies exist.


RESOLVED - 
That Councillor Pauline Dillon be appointed to the following 
bodies:

· Healthier Communities Advisory Group

· Bridging NewcastleGateshead Ward Members Advisory Group

· Clasper Village Estate Management Board

· Dunston Community Association

· Teams Community Centre Association

· Gateshead Redheugh Community Club

· Fellside Methodist Youth Club

· Victoria Road Methodist Youth Club 

The above decision has been made to ensure full Council representation on the relevant bodies.

C167
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE



Consideration has been given to variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C168
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
C169
APPOINTMENT OF PREFERRED DEVELOPER FOR GQ2 (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the principal terms of the Formal Submissions put forward by each of the four short listed bidders for Gateshead Quays 2 and the appointment of the preferred developer

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That Kier be appointed as the Council’s preferred 





developer for a period of 12 months to allow officers to 




work with the company to enable it to be in a position to 




submit a planning application and complete the 

         



Development Agreement and Lease. 

(ii) That St James Capital be held as a reserve. 

(iii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 



authorised to continue discussions with the preferred 




developer in relation to further refinement of the scheme.

(iv) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 



authorised, following consultation with the Strategic 




Director, Finance and ICT, to progress negotiations with 



the preferred developer in relation to the capital receipt 



and to bring a further report as to the final figure in due 



course. 

                
 

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To secure the development of this major strategic site 
within Gateshead Quays.

(B) 
To facilitate employment opportunities both during the 
construction phase and subsequent operation of the 
facilities.

(C) 
To secure a scheme that best reflects the Council’s 
overall aspirations for the site.

(D) 
To obtain the best possible financial return having 
regard to the Council’s overall policy priorities.

C170
BRIDGING NEWCASTLEGATESHEAD: PROPERTY ACQUISITION (Paragraph 
3)


Consideration has been given to a proposed property acquisition that is required 
as 
part of the Bridging NewcastleGateshead Housing Market Renewal 
Initiative.

RESOLVED – 
That the acquisition of 40 Macadam Street, Gateshead on the 


terms and conditions set out in the report be approved.

The above decision has been made to contribute towards the Bridging NewcastleGateshead Housing Market Renewal Initiative.

C171
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS


Consideration has been given to proposed property transactions.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That 31, 33, 35 and 37 Ruskin Road, Swalwell be 





declared surplus to requirements and sold on the open 




market.

(ii)
That the following new letting be approved on the terms 
and conditions detailed in the schedule attached to the 
report.

· Old Town Hall – Tyneside Cinema

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 18 October 2006
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