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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
21 September 2006
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Northern Region Film and Television Archive
REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Director of Culture and Communities
 

Purpose of the Report
To update the committee on the archives service’s relationship with NRFTA.

 

Background

1. Tyne & Wear Archives Service was a founding partner with Teesside University and Trade Films in the Northern Region Film & Television Archive (NRFTA), which initially received a franchise for the provision of a regional film archive from the then Northern Arts.

2. On the demolition of their premises in Gateshead the Trade Films collection was transferred to Tyne & Wear Archives. The collection has subsequently remained split between the archives service and the university, although the committee has previously agreed that all master material should be transferred to the purpose-built store in Middlesbrough, provided continuing access be maintained at Tyne & Wear.

3. Access at Tyne & Wear has hitherto been facilitated by the employment of an access officer, funded on a year-to-year basis from income. The committee agreed at it meeting in February 2006 to make a contribution of £10,800 in the current financial year for this purpose.

4. The resignation of the access officer in May 2006 offered an opportunity to reassess the best means of ensuring continuing access to the collections in Newcastle.

Proposal

5. It is proposed that the post of access officer is not refilled but that access be facilitated by the provision of a digital viewing station at the archives service, holding a quantity of materials readily available on demand, with further materials available to order, and that the archives service’s agreed contribution to the salary of the access officer be diverted towards the achievement of this.

Alternative Options

6.  There is no alternative option at present.

Recommendation

7. The committee is recommended to approve the proposal as set out in 5 above.
CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1

Implications of Recommended Option

1.  Equal Opportunities Implications -  nil

2. Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

3. Environmental Implications -  nil

4. Human Rights Implications -  nil

5. Ward Implications -  nil
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