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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
21 September 2006
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Archives Service accommodation

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Director of Culture and Communities
 

Purpose of the Report
To update the committee on the archives service’s accommodation

 

Background

1. The Best Value Review of the Archives Service, which reported in November 2002, identified new accommodation for the archives service as a pressing need.

2. Following an open invitation for proposals from each of the five councils, South Tyneside put forward a proposal for a joint project with a new library for South Shields, entitled InfoStore. A site at Harton Staithes was identified.

3. A failed bid for PFI credits in 2004 was followed by a bid to the Big Lottery Fund Living Landmarks stream, which got through the first sift and was subject to a face to face 2-day appraisal in May 2006.

Subsequent Developments

4. Following the appraisal awards of up to £250,000 for further development were granted to 29 projects in early August, but InfoStore was not successful. Further feedback on the reasons for this is expected at the end of September.

5. Officers at South Tyneside Council have indicated that partnership with the archives service is still welcome, although no further sources of funding for the project have been identified.

6. Initial discussions have taken place with Tyne & Wear Museums to investigate new possibilities for Blandford House, but there are no concrete proposals at present.

7. South Tyneside Council remains willing to part-fund an options appraisal for the archives service, with remaining funding provided by a grant already secured from MLA North East.

Alternative Options

9.  There is no alternative option at present.

Recommendation

10. The committee is recommended to

· Approve continuing discussions at officer level to identify any further opportunities

· Confirm the commissioning of an options appraisal as soon as possible

· Receive further reports as necessary

CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1

Implications of Recommended Option

1.  Equal Opportunities Implications -  nil

2. Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

3. Environmental Implications -  nil

4. Human Rights Implications -  nil

5. Ward Implications -  nil
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