NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

16 SEPTEMBER 2002

PRESENT:

Councillor Laing (Chair)




Councillors: Darke, Napier, Packham, Thompson and Waggott




Mr Atkinson, Mr Avery, Mrs Brunton, Mr Gordon, Mrs Guy




and Dr Mahmood

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Foster and Henry, Mr Brown and Mrs Pearson

6. MINUTES

RESOLVED -
(i)  That the minutes of the last meeting held on 17 June




     2002 be approved as a correct record.




(ii) That a review of the current publicity arrangements 




     and format for the Police and Community Forums




     be undertaken to regenerate interest and 




     and increase attendances at meetings.

7. CUSTODY VISITING WORKING GROUP

The Authority has previously agreed to establish a working group to examine the implications of Home Office Circular 15/2001 relation to custody visiting (minute 43 – 2001/02).

The minutes of the Custody Visiting Working Group meeting held on 8 July 2002 were submitted.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

8. YOUTH SHELTERS

In accordance with minute 35 (ii) – 2001/02, an update on the impact of youth shelters in the force area was given.

There are currently three youth shelters in the force area. An analysis of the incident logging system for reported juvenile disorder can provide a crude measurement of their effectiveness. However, the incidents are recorded to beat level only.

There have been no reported incidents of disorder at, or attributable to, the youth shelter at Dairy Lane in the Washington Area Command.

The shelter in the Sunderland West Area Command is close to the boundaries of four beats. In the three months prior to its installation in 2001 there were 71 reports of youth disorder within the beat area of its location. There were 68 reports in the comparable period in 2002. The adjoining beat areas show an increase of 68 reported juvenile incidents over the same three month period.

The shelter in the Sunderland City Area Command is located at the boundary of two beats. The reported youth disorder on the two beats has increased by six for a comparable time before and after installation.

Assessment of the direct and indirect impact of youth shelters on disorder levels would require extensive research, particularly as there are other diversionary projects in the areas concerned.

However, the youth shelter areas are not identified as disorder hotspots and the Youth Issues Officers and Community Beat Managers consider them to be of benefit as a diversion for some young people.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

9. POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS

Schedules of issues raised at Police and Community Forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were presented.

RESOLVED -
(i) That the information be noted.




(ii) That, in future, the points included in the schedules of 




     issues raised at forums should be numbered.       

10. CUSTODY VISITING TO POLICE STATIONS SCHEME

A report on the custody visits made during the period 21 May – 10 September 2002 was submitted.

RESOLVED -
(i) That the information be noted.




(ii) That the Members’ best wishes following a long period




     of sickness be sent to Ms S Mitchison.

