
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

4 July 2006

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: C Donovan, McElroy, McNestry, Mole and Napier 
C58
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 20 June 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C59
CULTURE10 2006/07 BUDGET AND INDICATIVE PROGRAMME OF EVENTS
Consideration has been given to the Council’s financial contribution to the Culture10 programme of cultural events for 2006/07.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That an allocation £600,000 from the Council’s Cultural 

Development Fund for the 2006/07 Culture10  



programme of events and activities around the theme of 

‘World Culture’, be approved.



(ii)
That the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT be 


authorised to approve allocations to individual projects 

from within the budget of £600,000, following 



consultation with the Group Director, Community Based 

Services.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that Gateshead continues to develop its cultural events programme for local people and for visitors to Gateshead.

C60
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN: INTEGRATED TRANSPORT CAPITAL PROGRAMME UPDATE

Consideration has been given to progress with the Local Transport Plan integrated transport capital programme.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the revisions to the integrated transport capital 
programme for 2006/07 as set out in appendix 2 to the 
report be approved.

(ii) That the indicative programme for 2007/08 as set out in appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


(iii)
That the proposed spending for the further development 

of major transport schemes be approved.

The above decision has been made to enable the design and implementation of transport schemes in support of the Council’s policy objectives.

C61
BEST VALUE REVIEW OF SERVICES TO NEIGHBOURHOODS – SELF ASSESSMENT

Consideration has been given to progress with the Best Value review of services to neighbourhoods.

RESOLVED - 
That the progress with the review and the comments made by the Ward Liaison Group and Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee as set out in appendices 4 and 5 to the report, be noted.

The above decision has been made to ensure the Council and its partners provide joined up services, which are value for money and meet local need.

C62
CHARGING PUBLIC UTILITY COMPANIES FOR HIGHWAYS MAINTENANCE RECORDS

Consideration has been given to the proposal to charge public utility companies and administration fee for providing highways maintenance records and associated documentation.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposal to charge public utility companies an appropriate administration fee for the provision of highways documentation as set out in the report, be approved.


(ii)
That the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT be authorised to raise invoices and to credit the income received to an appropriate administration cost code.


The above decision has been made to make the most cost effective use of the Council’s resources by retrieving the cost of providing documentation as requested by public utility companies.

C63
AIR QUALITY IN GATESHEAD 
Consideration has been given to the results of the appointed consultant’s further detailed assessment of the pollutant nitrogen dioxide, in the Gateshead Town Centre Air Quality Management Area.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the consultant’s further detailed assessment of air quality in the Gateshead Town Centre Area be endorsed.


(ii)
That a further report be submitted to Cabinet on a draft action plan arising from the report.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
The consultant’s further detailed assessment of 
air quality has been carried out on behalf of the 
Council and correctly identifies locations where 
levels of nitrogen dioxide exceed the 
Government’s objectives for the traffic pollutant. 


(B)
The consultant’s assessment will be used as the 

basis for an action plan to reduce nitrogen dioxide 

concentrations in the AQMA. The Council has a 

responsibility under the Environment Act 1995 to 

prepare an action plan with the intention of 


reducing pollutant concentrations where 



levels exceed the Government objectives. 

C64
RESULTS OF THE INSPECTION OF THE SUPPORTING PEOPLE PROGRAMME IN GATESHEAD

Consideration has been given to the proposed formal response to the Audit Commission’s inspection of the supporting people programme in Gateshead and to the proposed action plan to meet the Inspector’s recommendations.

RESOLVED - 
That the proposed response and action plan as set out in 
appendices 3 and 4 to the report be approved.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To improve the governance of the programme.

(B)  To clarify policies of the programme.

(C) To improve communication and widen understanding about the programme.

(D) To improve performance management arrangements for the programme.

C65
BEACON SCHEME – ROUND 7

Consideration has been given to the spending of the Beacon Award to disseminate the Council’s good practice.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the arrangements for a Beacon Coordinator be approved.

(ii) That the dissemination plan be approved.

(iii) That all associated costs will be met from the £48,500 award.

The above decision has been made to disseminate the Council’s good practice and to learn 

C66
CHOPWELL MULTI-USE GAMES AREA (MUGA)

Consideration has been given to the submission of a funding application to The Coalfields Regeneration Trust for a project to provide a multi-use games area in Chopwell as the next phase in developing the Pioneer Centre.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the preparation of the detailed project, including detailed designs and any necessary up front fees, be approved.

(ii) That the submission of a funding application to The Coalfields Regeneration Trust for the total capital costs of the scheme be approved.

(iii) That it be noted that if the application is unsuccessful the Council will need to meet all associated costs with preparing the scheme and application. 

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A)
The Coalfields Regeneration Trust requires submission of a fully worked up scheme to consider the application for funding.

(B)
If successful, the project will enhance the facilities provided in the outer west of Gateshead, particularly in Chopwell and its surrounding area and will contribute to the sustainability of the Pioneer Centre.


(C)
The project will further address the needs and aspirations of local residents, particularly young people.

C67
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GAMBLING ACT 2005


Consideration has been given to the proposal to undertake consultation on a draft statement of principles, by which the Council will make decisions when exercising its responsibilities under the Gambling Act 2005.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That a three month public consultation period on the draft statement of principles as set out in appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

(ii)
That the Sustainable Communities – People Advisory Group be requested to consider the results of the consultation after which a further report be submitted to Cabinet recommending Council approval of a final version of the statement of principles. 

The above decisions have been made because there is a legal requirement to prepare and revise every three years a statement of principles under the Gambling Act 2005.

C68
GATESHEAD HOUSING COMPANY – PAYMENT OF BOARD MEMBERS


Consideration has been given to the recommendation from The Gateshead Housing Company that the payment of members of the Board of the Company be approved in principle.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the payment of Board Members of the Gateshead Housing Company be approved in principle.

(ii) That the payments be met from within the existing management fee.

(iii) That the Council’s Independent Remuneration Panel be asked to consider the appropriate level of payment and make recommendations to the Company and the Council.

The above decisions have been made to enable the request from the Gateshead Housing Company to be considered properly and with independent advice.

C69
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of Local Education Authority School Governors to schools where vacancies have arisen.

RESOLVED - 
That the appointment of the LEA School Governors to the 
schools where there is a vacancy for a period of four years as 
detailed below, be approved. 

	School


	Appointment
	Date from

	Lord Lawson
	Councillor Weatherley


	4 July 2006

	Carr Hill Primary
	Mr D Padgett
	31 August 2006



	Carr Hill Primary
	Councillor Coates
	31 August 2006



	Ryton Infant
	Councillor McHatton
	31 August 2006



	Caedmon Primary
	Councillor Mitchinson
	31 August 2006 



	Dunston Hill Primary
	Mr G Hunter
	31 August 2006 




	School


	Appointment
	Date from

	Lingey House Primary
	Mr R Headley
	31 August 2006 



	Parkhead Primary
	Mrs M Dennison
	31 August 2006 



	Parkhead Primary
	Councillor D Lynn 
	31 August 2006 



	Washingwell Primary
	Mrs E Smith
	31 August 2006 



	Windy Nook Primary
	Mr K Robson
	31 August 2006 



	Windy Nook Primary
	Councillor Turnbull
	31 August 2006 



	Colegate Primary
	Mrs J Morgan
	31 August 2006 



	Fellside Primary
	Rev I Bell
	4 July 2006 




The above decisions have been made to ensure that School Governing Bodies have full membership.

C70
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION 


Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.


RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations be endorsed.

· Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs – Review of Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland – Appendix 2

· Department of Transport – Funding of Major Transport Schemes – Appendix 2


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute responses to consultations.

C71
PETITIONS SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the update on petitions submitted to the Council and the action taken on them.


RESOLVED -
That the petitions received and the action taken on them be 




noted.


The above decision has been made to inform Cabinet of progress of the petitions.

C72
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE



Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C73
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
C74
MISCELLANEOUS INCOME – TRANSFER OF UNCOLLECTABLE AMOUNTS 
(Paragraph 3)

Consideration has been given to the transfer of outstanding balances in excess of £300 from certain miscellaneous income accounts where all possible recovery action has been taken and the balances are now considered to be uncollectable.

RESOLVED - 
That the transfer of balances on 75 accounts, amounting to £124,784.26 be approved.

The above decision has been made to ensure the effective management of the Council’s resources. 

C75
TENDERS


Consideration has been given to the invitation of tenders for two contracts.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the following companies be included in the 





invitation to tender for the Computer Hardware 






Replacement Framework for Learning and Children 





School ICT Support Service for a period of 36 months 




commencing I October 2006.





Akhter Computers Plc, Essex





Centerprise International, Basingstoke





Computerland Plc, Manchester





Dell Corporation Limited, Berkshire





Fujitsu Siemens Computers Ltd, Berkshire





Lanway Corporate Business Systems, Burnley





Research Machines Plc, Oxon





Stone Computers, Staffordshire





The DTP Group, Leeds






Viglen Ltd, Hertfordshire




(ii) 
That the following companies be included in the 




invitation to tender for the provision of a Card Payment 



Service for Finance and ICT and Gateshead Housing 




Company for a period of 24 months commencing on 1 



October 2006, with an option to extend it for two further 



12 month periods.




Allpay.net Limited, Hereford





Alliance & Leicester Commercial Bank Plc, Leicester






The Co-operative Bank Plc, Manchester
(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 5 July 2006
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