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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
22 June 2006
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Archives Development Trust

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Head of Cultural Services
 

Purpose of the Report
To make proposals for the establishment of the Tyne & Wear Archives Development Trust

 

Background

1. The Best Value Review of the Archives Service, which reported in November 2002, suggested among other things the establishment of a Development Trust that would help the service achieve other objectives of the review.

2. A steering group, chaired by the chairman of the joint committee, was established in late 2005 and has met four times to consider the remit of the trust and various models.

3. The remit previously agreed by the joint committee was

· As a spearhead group for the promotion of the facilities and service for/by third parties

· To encourage training and teaching use and outreach activities

· As a focus for interested individuals and community groups

· To identify and obtain funding from available sources and provide enthusiasm and support for the service

Current Developments

4. The steering group agreed that there was a need for a wider-ranging development trust for archives in Tyne and Wear, looking outside the Tyne & Wear Archives Service itself, and therefore propose an additional remit.

· To act as a focus for the development of archives in Tyne & Wear, whether held by established repositories or by private individuals, organisations and community groups.

5. The steering group identified the Hampshire Archives Trust as a suitable model to achieve the desired objectives. This is a charitable body which includes a Board of Trustees and a wider membership organisation.

6. With the advice of the appointed solicitors the steering group considered possible legal vehicles for the Trust, namely unincorporated association or company limited by guarantee. The steering group recommend that the Trust be established as an unincorporated association that will seek charitable status as soon as possible.

7. The steering group suggest that the Board of Trustees should include the following

· Representative of the Tyne & Wear Archives Joint Committee

· Professional knowledge

· Financial experience, particularly fundraising

· Media/marketing knowledge

· Legal knowledge

· Education and learning

Recommendations

8. It is recommended that the committee agree 

· To establish a Development Trust based on the remit in 3 and 4 above, and the legal model in 6 above

· To call a meeting of interested parties

· To establish a Board including members with the attributes in 7 above

· To receive further reports as necessary

Alternative Options

9.  There is no alternative option at present.

CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1

Implications of Recommended Option

1.  Equal Opportunities Implications -  nil

2. Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

3. Environmental Implications -  nil

4. Human Rights Implications -  nil

5. Ward Implications -  nil
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