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	Report to West and Central Area Board 

15 June 2006


	
	

	Title:


	Security and Environmental Schemes – Progress Report

	Report of:
	Director of Property and Technical Services

	
	


Purpose of Report

1. To provide an update to the Area Board on progress of Security and Environmental Schemes in West and Central areas of the borough.

Background

2. This report links to the company value being a listening and learning organisation – staying in touch with what customers want.

Schemes

3. Appendix 1 shows completed schemes and Appendix 2 shows the progress to date on schemes approved by the Area Board.
4. Appendix 3 shows schemes for which approval is sought from the 2006/7 budget. Section (a) identifies schemes for which approval to work-up detailed design and costs is requested. Section (b) identifies schemes for which full approval is requested.
2006/7 Schemes

6. Gateshead Councils’ Design Services have been appointed   to develop schemes to enhance sustainability on estates benefiting from Decent Homes work.  Five pilot estates have been identified:-

· Allerdene

· Old Wardley

· Abbotsford Road

· Racecourse and 

· Low Crawcrook.

7. A task group comprising of tenants, ward councillors, a board member and area board members will consider proposals submitted by Design Services. The performance of Design Services will be evaluated on completion of these schemes, if satisfactory then other estates that are to benefit from Decent Homes work during the financial year 2006/7 will be included as the  programme develops.


Barkwood Road, Highfield and Whickham

8. Full approval is requested for the schemes at Barkwood Road in Highfield and Wordsworth Avenue, Kingsley Place and Morris Road in Whickham. 

Financial Implications

9. The schemes for full approval will commit up to £18,440 of the £78,000 budget allocation for 2006/7 depending on style of fencing chosen for Barkwood Road.

Equalities and Diversity Implications

10. Security and environmental schemes will be identified through tenant involvement to ensure that the whole community will benefit from the works. As part of tenant involvement in identifying the proposed works, equality and diversity implications will be assessed.


Recommendations
11. The Area Board is recommended to: 

(i) Note the progress of schemes in Appendix 2

(ii) Consider the schemes in Appendix 3a for viability

(iii) Consider the schemes in Appendix 3b for full approval.


Contact:  Carole Nicholson, Tenant Liaison Manager
Tel No:  (0191) 433 5353
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