NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE 




5 JUNE 2006 
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY FOR THE PERIOD 7 FEBRUARY 2006 – 30 APRIL 2006
JOINT REPORT OF THE CLERK AND CHIEF CONSTABLE
NORTHUMBERLAND
Alnwick
4 visit during period, 0 detainees

Ø A kettle should be available in the kitchen to make detainees a hot drink

Bedlington

9 visits during period, 46 detainees, 17 visited

Not visited:-

	Refused
	Interview
	Medical treatment
	With solicitor
	Finger- printed
	Drunk/Drugs

	14
	9
	
	1
	
	

	Asleep
	Violent
	Juvenile
	Being processed
	Home Office Detainee

	
	
	
	5
	


Ø 27 April – M8 Toilet not working

Ø 28 March – Cell 6 out of use

Ø 16 February – Two full rubbish bins in corridors 

Force Response:.

· M8 toilet is now working

· Cell 6 is now in use

· Rubbish is not normally left in corridors and this is hopefully an isolated incident
Berwick

5 visits during period, 1 detainee, 1 visited

Ø 27 February – One cell out of use; Interview Room 2 out of use due to faulty tape recorder

Ø 3 April - One cell out of use; Interview Room 2 out of use due to faulty tape recorder

Force Response:.

· Interview room two is back in use.
Hexham

6 visits during period, 3 detainees, 2 visited

Not visited:-

	Refused

	1


No comments

NORTH TYNESIDE

North Shields

9 visits during period, 61 detainees, 26 visited

Not visited:-

	Refused
	Interview
	Medical treatment
	With solicitor
	Finger- printed
	Drunk/Drugs

	22
	8
	1
	
	
	

	Asleep
	Violent
	Juvenile
	Being processed
	Home Office Detainee

	
	1
	
	3
	 


Ø 24 April – Issue with new hot drinks not having an individual expiry date.

Ø 4 April – Light out in shower; hole in mattress M9

Ø 31 March – Light out in shower – Custody staff all polite and helpful

Ø 24 March – D4 and D1 still out of use

Ø 17 March – Light out in shower area;  holes in mattresses M9 & F4

Ø 28 February – Hole in mattress M4

Ø 20 February – hole in mattress M9

Force Response:

· Drinks have an expiry date on the foil sleeve which is removed when the drinks are served.

· All mattresses have been checked.  There is one mattress which has one very

small hole the width of a pencil.  The mattress is still serviceable.

· The lights in the shower area are working

· D1 and D4 are in use.
NEWCASTLE 

Clifford Street

2 visits during period, 2 detainees, 0 visited

Not visited:-

	Refused
	Interview
	Medical treatment
	With solicitor
	Finger- printed
	Drunk/Drugs

	1
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Asleep
	Violent
	Juvenile
	Being processed
	Home Office Detainee

	 
	
	
	1
	 


Ø 20 February - Rear door of exercise yard appeared to be splattered with blood

Force Response:.
· The exercise yard door has been cleaned
Pilgrim Street

8 visits during period, 32 detainees, 17 visited

Not visited:-

	Refused
	Interview
	Medical treatment
	With solicitor
	Finger- printed
	Drunk/Drugs

	10
	4
	
	
	 
	 

	Asleep
	Violent
	Juvenile
	Being processed
	Home Office Detainee

	
	1
	
	
	 


Ø 28 April – Mattress on floor in corridor

Ø 16 March – Two detainees said that they had been treated well by officers

Ø 1 March – Improvements to cameras and cell alarms are good

Force Response:.

· Mattresses are normally put away.  A reminder has been sent out to staff.

St James Park

0 visits during period.

Etal Lane
9 visits during period, 61 detainees, 25 visited

Not visited:-

	Refused
	Interview
	Medical treatment
	With solicitor
	Finger- printed
	Drunk/Drugs

	21
	6
	
	
	2
	2

	Asleep
	Violent
	Juvenile
	Being processed
	Home Office Detainee

	1
	3
	
	1
	


Ø 25 April – Staff were very friendly and helpful despite being very busy

Ø 1 March – Cells 15, 5, F1 and F3 untidy with cups and cartons

Ø 20 February – Front desk unsure of procedure to allow access

Ø 9 February – Unusually high number of refusals.  Some officers did not have identification numbers

Force Response:.

· Cells should be emptied of debris as soon as practicable.  A reminder has

been sent out to staff.

· Some custody staff e.g. Custody Investigation Officers and Detention

Officers are not issued with numbers.

· It is possible that there was a person covering the front desk who may not

have been aware of procedure.  This is hopefully an isolated incident at

Etal Lane.
GATESHEAD 

Gateshead (Whickham due to Gateshead Closure for refurbishment)

5 visits during period, 26 detainees, 9 visited

Not visited:-

	Refused
	Interview
	Medical treatment
	With solicitor
	Finger- printed
	Drunk/Drugs

	15
	2
	
	
	
	

	Asleep
	Violent
	Juvenile
	Being processed
	Home Office Detainee

	
	
	
	
	 


Ø 5 April – Kitchen area and equipment requires cleaning

Ø 31 March – Exercise yard flooded due to blocked drain

Force Response: 

· Custody suite kitchen areas are cleaned on a regular basis.

· The area command are having the drains checked for blockages.
SOUTH TYNESIDE

South Shields

5 visits during period, 21 detainees, 13 visited

Not visited:-

	Refused
	Interview
	Medical treatment
	With solicitor
	Finger- printed
	Drunk/Drugs

	7
	
	
	
	
	

	Asleep
	Violent
	Juvenile
	Being processed
	Home Office Detainee

	
	
	
	1
	 


SUNDERLAND 

Gillbridge 
11 visits during period, 87 detainees, 42 visited

Not visited: -

	Refused
	Interview
	Medical treatment
	With solicitor
	Finger- printed
	Drunk/Drugs

	14
	13
	2
	1
	
	6

	Asleep
	Violent
	Juvenile
	Being processed
	Home Office Detainee

	2
	
	
	7
	 


Ø 17 March – Exercise yard window sills require repair to prevent injury

Force Response:

· The repair to the window sills are being carried out when the suite closes for two weeks in July for various bits of work.
Southwick

5 visits during period, 78 detainees, 50 visited

Not visited: -

	Refused
	Interview
	Medical treatment
	With solicitor
	Finger- printed
	Drunk/Drugs

	27
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Asleep
	Violent
	Juvenile
	Being processed
	Home Office Detainee

	 
	
	 
	1 
	 


· Well received on all visits 

Stadium of Light

1 visit during period, 1 detainee, 1 visited

Washington

4 visits during period, 12 detainees, 4 visited

Not visited: -

	Refused
	Interview
	Medical treatment
	With solicitor
	Finger- printed
	Drunk/Drugs

	4
	
	
	
	
	3

	Asleep
	Violent
	Juvenile
	Being processed
	Home Office Detainee

	
	
	
	1
	 


· Well received on all visits – everything in excellent order.

	 
	 
	 



