CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING

26 APRIL 2006

PRESENT:

Chief Inspector V Stubbs, J Mair, M Walker, M Hardy, J Jury, 

M Porter, T Purvis, B Wilson and I Burns

APOLOGIES:
A Jones and S Smith

1.
MINUTES


The minutes of the last meeting held on 19 January 2006 were agreed.

2.
MATTERS ARISING

(i) The Community Engagement Committee considered a proposal, for a three month trail period at Bedlington Police Station, for the custody visitors, accompanied by one of the custody staff, to ask the detainees if they want to be visited. The Committee asked that the proposal be investigated further following its concerns in relation to the code of practice and national guidelines and confidentiality issues for the detainees.

(ii) The review of the rural custody suites in Northumberland is still ongoing.  The training needs for area command staff who may be required to act as custody officers were being discussed. Standard procedures and set layouts in all the custody suites throughout the force area were being considered.

(iii) A further update was given on the North East Strategic Force. Durham and Northumbria are currently working together to progress the merger, whilst Cleveland has requested a judicial review.

(iv) A copy of the Authority’s response to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister’s review of ICVA was circulated for information.

(v) Custody visitors not regularly attending panel meetings despite efforts to find suitable dates to accommodate them were again raised.  This is very difficult to resolve if they are still undertaking visits.
3.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY 2005/06

A summary of the 2005/06 custody visits was circulated for information. The visit summaries were now to be produced on a monthly basis by the Authority staff.

The Criminal Justice department has set a performance indicator to increase the number of detainees visited by 10% over the year.  The monthly data will assist in tracking the progress towards this indicator.

4.
CUSTODY VISITOR ID NUMBERS / CHANGES TO CV2 FORM

There were no issues raised in relation to the recent changes made to CV2 Forms and the issuing of custody visitor identification numbers.

5.
PANEL ROUND UP
(i)
Mic Porter reported that he was to stand down as Gateshead Panel Co-ordinator because of his other commitments. He will be continuing as a custody visitor. Mic was thanked for all his work as Panel Co-ordinator.

(ii)
The new polystyrene cups for the hot drinks in the custody suites

do not have an individual best before date, This is on the box or sleeve which is disposed of when the drinks are opened.   Vince reported that the polystyrene cups are being used for safety reasons and he will assess what can be done to keep a list of the best before dates.

(iii)
The custody suites at Gillbridge, South Tyneside, North Tyneside and Bedlington are to be closed for two weeks each for refurbishment in the summer. Gateshead custody suite is due to reopen on 5 May 2006.

(iv)
The panel co-ordinators thanked the Authority for the continued contribution towards the annual social event.

(vi) The revised PACE Codes of Practice were issued on 1 January 2006. The circulation of the details of the minor changes to the panel co-ordinators was to be looked into.

(vi)
The position in regard to the detention of terrorist suspects and whether they would be part of the custody visiting scheme was to be investigated.  

6.
ICVA NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2006

The above conference is to be held on Saturday, 4 November 2006 in Cambridge. The Authority has been allocated seven places with two reserve places.

It is proposed that an item be included in the next newsletter asking the custody visitors if they would be interested in attending the event. The places would then be allocated based on appropriate panel representation and attendance at previous conferences.

7.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday, 20 July 2006 at 5:30pm in the Saltwell Room, Gateshead Civic Centre.
