NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE – 5 JUNE 2006

INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITS – BEDLINGTON POLICE STATION

JOINT REPORT OF THE CLERK AND CHIEF CONSTABLE

1.
PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1
To provide the Committee with further information regarding the proposed three month trial at Bedlington Police Station, with independent custody visitors, accompanied by one of the custody staff, asking the detainees if they want to be visited.

2.
BACKGROUND 

2.1
The Committee, at its last meeting, discussed the proposal for a three month trial at Bedlington Police Station for the independent custody visitors, accompanied by one of the custody staff, to ask the detainees if they wanted to be visited (minute 38 – 2005/06). 

2.2
It was agreed that the proposal be further investigated following concerns in relation to the code of practice on independent custody visiting and national standards for independent custody visiting and confidentiality issues for the detainees. 

3.
INFORMATION FROM HAMPSHIRE POLICE AUTHORITY

3.1
Hampshire Police Authority has recently undertaken a six month trial in one of their custody suites where the independent custody visitors introduced themselves to the detainees.

3.2
Results from the six months trial scheme, show that the independent custody visitors visited 98.09% of detainees who were available.

3.3
When the trial scheme ended and the visiting reverted to the old system, the take up rate dropped to the old figures before the trial scheme of between 30 – 60% refusal.

3.4
Following the success of the trial scheme, Hampshire Police Authority, in February 2006, agreed to implement the process of independent custody visitors introducing themselves to the detainees in all its custody suites. 

3.5
Hampshire Police Authority has received a great deal of interest in the results of their initial trial scheme.  Dorset, Merseyside, Surrey, Sussex and Wiltshire Police Authorities were looking to introduce similar pilot schemes in their areas.

4.
CODE OF PRACTICE AND NATIONAL GUIDELINE ISSUES AND CONFIDENTIALITY ISSUES FOR DETAINEES    

4.1
Both the code of practice on independent custody visiting and the national standards for independent custody visiting state that detainees can only be spoken to with their consent and the escorting officer is responsible for establishing whether they wish to speak to the independent custody visitors.

4.2
Hampshire Police Authority had contacted both the Home Office and the Independent Custody Visiting Association (ICVA) before they undertook their six month trial scheme and kept them informed of its results. Neither the Home Office nor ICVA had any objections or raised any issues in regard to the trial scheme.

4.3
Hampshire Police Authority did not consider that there were any confidentiality issues with the independent custody visitors introducing themselves to the detainees without their prior consent being obtained and this had never been raised as a problem.

5.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

5.1
It is considered the report has no equal opportunities implications.

6.
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS   

6.1
The functions of the independent custody visiting scheme do have human rights implications. In checking the treatment of and conditions for detainees in police stations, independent custody visitors are protecting detainees’ human rights, particularly Article 5, the right to liberty and security of persons.

7.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1
It is considered the report has no financial implications.

8.
RECOMMENDATIONS

8.1 The Committee is requested to:-

(i)
Note the report.

(ii)
Consider further whether a three month trial period with the independent custody visitors, accompanied by one of the custody staff at Bedlington Police Station, asking the detainees if they want to be visited should be undertaken. 

