NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE – 5 JUNE 2006

INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION (ICVA) – MEMBERSHIP FEE 

REPORT OF THE CLERK

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To inform the Committee of the receipt of the ICVA membership fee request for 2006/07. 

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 The Authority was originally a member of the previous National 

Association for Lay Visiting from1992 to 1999 when, because of concerns, the Authority withdrew from the organisation (minute 43 – 1999/00, Community Affairs)

2.2 In December 2001, the Authority agreed to rejoin ICVA, at a cost of £750 per annum, to be reviewed annually (minute 198 – 2001/02).

3. ICVA SUBSCRIPTION 2006/07

3.1
The ICVA subscription for 2006/07 is again £750.

4. ICVA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

4.1
J Mair, Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinator for Newcastle, continues to represent the Authority on the ICVA Executive Committee. M Porter, Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinator for Gateshead, is the substitute although he has recently stood down as Co-ordinator. A replacement will be sought at the next Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinators’ meeting.

5.
REVIEW OF ICVA

5.1
The Home Office and the Association of Police Authorities, in collaboration with ICVA, have commissioned an independent review of ICVA, which also includes support to custody visiting provision more broadly.

5.2 The findings of the review will be reported to the Committee when received.

6. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

6.1
There are no equal opportunities implications.

7. HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

7.1 The functions of the Independent Custody Visiting Scheme do have human rights implications. In checking the treatment of and conditions for detainees in Police Stations, Custody Visitors are protecting prisoners’ human rights, particularly Article 5, the right to liberty and security of persons.

8. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

8.1
The Treasurer confirms that this expenditure can be met from within the 2006/07 revenue budget.

9. RECOMMENDATIONS

9.1
The Committee is requested to:-

(i) Note the report.

(ii) Agree that the Authority continue as a member of ICVA in 

2006/07 and that the position continue to be reviewed on an annual basis

	
	
	



