
	Forum
	Newcastle

	VENUE
	St Hugh’s Church, Gosforth

	date
	8 March 2006

	Chair
	Councillor Packham

	Officers
	Chief Superintendent Machell, Inspector Ward, B Wilson 

	attendance Details
	14 Members of the Public

  3 Residents’ Associations

  1 City Councillor

  1 St Hugh’s Church

19

	Issues Raised

	a.     The Police have worked closely with the Council to tackle the problem of youths gathering in Gosforth central park drinking alcohol and causing a nuisance and arrests have been made. 

b.     Gangs of youths congregating at the local shops were very intimidating for the         staff and customers and there had been a number of incidents. The Police will continue to liase with the shops to try and address these problems.

c.      There are three Community Beat Managers and three Police Community Support Officers covering this area. They work with the community, agencies and businesses to try and resolve local issues and problem areas.

d.     Youths were using the church doorway as a toilet and there was a lot of graffiti. They were very abusive when approached. This was noted by the Police.

e.     The mobile cctv cameras will be deployed in the area around the church and the shops to combat the youth disorder problems. Those present indicated that they would welcome this. 

f.      The Police send letters to the parents of the youths causing problems. If they persist, anti social behaviour agreements are used then, if necessary, anti social behaviour orders. So far, there have been no orders issued in this area. 

g.     There are a number of parking issues in the area with staff from a large company parking in the residential areas and cars parked on pavements and junctions. Unfortunately, the streets were not designed for the increased number of cars.

h.    Youths were throwing stones, running across the track and there were also graffiti problems at the metro station. Nexus are installing cctv cameras to cover all stations and surrounding areas. The Police also patrol the area.

i.       It is now national policy for the Police to take DNA samples from everyone taken into custody that can be kept indefinitely. This has helped detect a number of crimes committed years earlier. 




	Forum
	South Tyneside

	VENUE
	Chuter Ede Community Centre, Galsworthy Road, South Shields

	date
	22 March 2006

	Chair
	Councillor E McAtominey

	Officers
	Acting Chief Superintendent N MacKay, PC Mole and I Burns

	attendance Details
	  1 Press
19 Members of Public

20 Total

	Issues Raised

	a.
	Crime overall is down 2% on the previous year in South Tyneside.  Burglary dwellings is down 18% and criminal damage has reduced by 7%, however vehicle crime has increased by 12% due to the introduction of satellite navigation system and other devices being left in vehicles.  There have been seventy four arrests so far in West Shields in 2006.

	b.
	Residents welcomed the improvements as reported in the statistics but were concerned at the number of serious crimes in South Tyneside.  It was reported that serious crime is cleared up more than any other crime, with a 65% detection rate.  It was reported that over 200 officers have been involved in the recent murder case.   Arrests have been made in relation to the spate of stabbings in the area.  

	c.
	The Chair of the residents association reported that they did not know who their beat manager was.  The association felt that they were receiving a reduction in contact with Police despite them being invited along meetings.  The Area Commander reported that a balance between Operational work and attending meetings is trying to be met.  If Officers are attending meetings constantly, little work can be made in the neighbourhoods.  An Inspector is always present at the Community Area Forums.  The Area Commander will assess the situation. 

	d.
	A number of methods are used as deterrents when people start to offend.  A stepped approach is used this can include acceptable behaviour agreements and tenancy agreements, which can potentially lead to anti social behaviour orders being issued. 

	e.
	The issue of officer attendance following an incident being reported was raised as an issue.  Two separate incidents were raised and feedback is to be given individually to those concerned.  The Area Commander stated that an Officer can not always attend as quickly as those reporting the crime would like.  Calls are prioritised accordingly and every effort is made to ensure regular feedback is given.

	f.
	Concerns were raised that if the merger were to go ahead that there would be fewer officers on the beat in South Shields.  It was stressed that the introduction of a strategic force would not have an impact on community policing, with the aim being to strengthen it.  Overall Policing should be more effective and strengthened through the proposals.  In addition to this the Area Command has proposals for an additional ninety PCSOs to start work in the area in the near future.

	g.
	Despite the introduction of a 20 mile per hour speed limit in Biddick Hall, there has been little effort made to enforce it.  Inconsiderate parking was also raised as a problem on the estate.  The Police will look into what action can be taken to rectify the problem.


	Forum
	Newcastle

	VENUE
	Denton Burn Library

	date
	29 March 2006

	Chair
	Councillor Rounthwaite

	Officers
	Chief Superintendent Machell, Inspector Barker, Acting Inspector Warcup, Sergeant Young, B Wilson 

	attendance Details
	2 Federation of Townswomens Guilds

1 Councillor

1 Council Officer

4

	Issues Raised

	a. There has been a lot of change in this area in recent years. The Police have worked closely with the Council and agencies during this period and this will continue when the proposed new academy is built.

b. The Police will continue to tackle youth disorder as the problems may increase during the lighter nights. Often, when the Police attend incidents, no crimes are being committed.

c. The Police and College staff are aware of the intimidation and litter problems caused by students at lunchtimes and are trying to address this.

d. A great deal of additional resources have been put into combating the problems in Benwell. Crime has continued to decrease and the Police will work with its partners to continue to improve the area.  

e. The Community and Police Enforcement Scheme (CAPE) in the area was praised. The community is providing information to the Police to help tackle the crime and anti social behaviour problems.

f. The Police and Council are targeting anti social behaviour and action taken could lead to tenants being evicted. However, they could move into private accommodation nearby. Private landlords are being encouraged to vet their tenants more closely.

g. Problems with noisy neighbours should be reported to the Council’s environmental services. The Police may also be involved when necessary. 

h. A new telephone number 101 for reporting non emergency matters is being piloted by the force before it is rolled out nationally. 




	Forum
	North Tyneside

	VENUE
	Cullercoats Community Centre

	date
	27 March 2006

	Chair
	Councillor Darke

	Officers
	Chief Superintendent Peacock, Inspector Blacklock, Constable Deacon, B Wilson

	attendance Details
	18 Members of the Public

  4 Councillors

  2 News Guardian

24 

	Issues Raised

	a. Gangs of youths were hanging around the beach and other areas drinking alcohol. This area is to be designated a no drink zone and the Council is to erect the signs soon.

b. The Police have recently targeted licensed premises and prosecutions are to be made. The child safe initiative where youngsters involved in youth disorder/underage drinking incidents in Whitley Bay are taken home to their parents by Police and Council officers is to be repeated.

c. Following the changes in the licensing laws, the community officers are now deployed to help out at weekends. They should, however, still be aware of and addressing problems in their areas. Additional Police Community Support Officers are also to be introduced throughout the Area Command.

d. The Council/Police crawler cctv cameras have been used in Cullercoats and it is hoped to bring them back later in the year. Particular youth disorder problems were to be addressed by the Police.

e. The Area Command’s licensing officers only attend the Council’s licensing committee when representations need to be made. Problems at particular licensed premises will be monitored and intelligence and evidence gathered and used when necessary.

f. Residents were concerned at the possible increase in alcohol related problems because of the new licensing laws. The force has recently held two successful drunkenness violence and disorder campaigns and early intervention tactics are used.

g. It is envisaged that the proposed amalgamation of the three North East forces will give increased resources to meet all the current and future policing demands. It has been supported by the Authority and Chief Constable. 

h. It is recommended that the public, etc should report incidents/complaints direct to the Police instead of through Councillors, etc. This will help give a quicker response.

i. It is only a small minority of young people who cause problems. Large groups can be perceived as intimidating even when they are not doing anything wrong. Young people are also victims of crime.


	Forum
	Gateshead

	VENUE
	Winlaton Community Centre

	date
	4 April 2006

	Chair
	Mr Avery

	Officers
	Chief Superintendent Curry, Inspector Middleton, Sergeant Robson, Constables Bowman and Cook and B Wilson

	attendance Details
	21 Members of the Public

  1 Gateshead Street Warden

22

	Issues Raised

	a. Following the installation of the cctv cameras in Winlaton town centre, youths were now causing a nuisance and damage in the housing estates. The Police undertake regular initiatives to tackle anti social behaviour and there has been a 24.7% reduction.

b. Test purchases to combat the sale of alcohol to those underage have been carried out and one prosecution is to be made. A new initiative marking the alcohol containers so that the premises they were obtained from can be identified is to be undertaken. 

c. The Police community teams, linking with the Council’s neighbourhood wardens, are targeting identified problem areas. More Police Community Support Officers are to be appointed to supplement this. The public need to give the Police information

d. The reported youth disorder problems at the Scout Hall and community centre were being addressed by the Police and neighbourhood wardens and arrests had been made.

e. The Police would look into the problems of damage, empty cans, dumping of fridges etc and a large number of cars in the woods around Nobby Ends Lane and Ashtree Lane.

f. Two residents reported youths causing a nuisance and damage to their properties. The Police were to take the details to see if because of their location any practical measures could be taken to prevent this.

g. Often, when the Police attend reported youth disorder problems, they are not committing any crimes. They may also be perceived problems through lack of tolerance. The small minority causing problems are identified and dealt with appropriately. 

h. The work of the Police community team and neighbourhood wardens in the area was praised. Better ways for the public to contact the Police were being discussed.




	Forum
	Northumberland 

	VENUE
	Seahouses Sports and Community Centre

	date
	6 April 2006

	Chair
	Janet Guy

	Officers
	Superintendent Paul Common

Inspector Bob Charlton, Community Beat Sergeant Rob Burnett, Community Beat Officer Bill Garrioch, Mike Bird 

	attendance Details
	1 - County Councillor

1 - Local Authority officer

1 - Press 

17 - Members of the Public

20 - Total 

	Issues Raised

	a. Northumbria Police were aware of a local problem with so called ‘boy racers’.   Residents were advised that as no noise measurement meters are acceptable as evidence in court against the noise made by the cars in question, residents should always report such evidence in order for the Police to be able to act.  Evidence could lead to Anti-Social Behaviour Orders being issued.  Action could be taken if evidence could be provided about young people causing disturbances, speeding, inflicting damage, or not having MOT requirements or relevant insurance cover.  Residents should not fear any retaliation for reporting information. 

b. The Police noted some incidents of schoolchildren playing dangerously on busy roads.  Local schools would be informed of the problem.

c. The County Council would be requested to look at the possibility of installing a road crossing on Main Street in Seahouses.

d. One resident felt intimidated by groups of youths who congregated locally, although other residents felt that such groups pose no threat and that their reputation is affected by public fear of crime.

e. The contribution of Northumberland’s Crime and Disorder Partnership towards tackling crime locally was welcomed.  It was also noted that the local area had been proven to be one of the safest areas in the country to live.

f. Work continued to take place towards the installation of a Police Box locally.

g. Although one resident had complained about the noise arising from outside local public houses on Saturday nights at around 1am, few other complaints about disturbances caused by late night noise had been made.

h. A resident had expressed concern about youths congregating at a particular newsagent, but on investigation the shop owner did not regard the situation to be a problem.

i. It was agreed that it would be useful to issue publicity about the topics raised at these forums.  Many people might not have been able to attend but would like to know what was discussed.  Enquiries would be made into how and where this information could be disseminated.




	Forum
	Sunderland

	VENUE
	Sandhill Centre, Grindon Lane, Sunderland

	date
	10 May 2006

	Chair
	Councillor T Foster 

	Officers
	Chief Superintendent D Pryer, Inspector Parish, Inspector Smith, Sergeant Jones, PC Marn, PC Simpson, PCSO Tuckwell, M Bird

	attendance Details
	 3 Sunderland City Councillors, 1 Town Councillor,

14 Members of Public  = 18 Total

	Issues Raised

	a.
	The ‘Monkey Club’ was closed in March after a successful evidence gathering operation and prosecution.  The venue could not have closed sooner due to the timescales required by a number of rules and regulations that were followed.

	b.
	Under the Licensing Act 2003 the police have increased powers to act against licensed premises that do not adhere to their agreed conditions of operation.  Residents are entitled to bring breaches of conditions to the attention of the Police and local authority licensing departments.

	c.
	Action would be taken against anybody who consumes alcohol in local parks, as they are alcohol-free zone status.  Regular anti-social activities by two particular groups of youths would be referred to the Multi-Agency Problem-Solving Group.

	d.
	Action has been taken to address youths who drive mini-motorbikes dangerously.  PCSO’s regularly patrol areas known for the problem to occur and cameras monitor them.  Enforcement and education are used to combat the problem.

	e.
	Legal issues regarding anti-motorcycle gates and the possible closure of a public right of way would need to be raised with the Council’s legal department.

	f.
	Shops that sell alcohol to under-18s and adults caught buying alcohol for under-18s continue to be targeted, and charges have been made.  There have been trial operations of putting bar codes on alcoholic drinks to help identify retailers who sell to under-18s.  Clarification would be sought on the legal position through which a local alcohol retailer is entitled to sell alcohol from his van.

	g.
	Residents felt that criminal justice is reduced by insufficient numbers of cases being progressed through the prosecution process after evidence has been gathered.

	i.
	Action would be taken against youths if their football games intimidated residents or damaged their property.  However it was noted that very few young people engage in anti-social behaviour, and greater tolerance of law abiding young people’s hobbies and less fear of crime would help.   Action could also be taken against  tenancy terms of parents if they fail to stop their children’s anti-social behaviour.

	j.
	If residents wished to start a petition about traffic on Greenwood Road, a local Councillor would later present it to the Council.  The area in question is patrolled and monitored regularly.   Residents also welcomed the use of electronic speed display signs, which succeeds in slowing down traffic.


	Forum
	Northumberland 

	VENUE
	Widdrington Grange View First School, Widdrington Station

	date
	15 May 2006

	Chair
	Councillor Bill Purdue

	Officers
	Superintendent Paul Common

Inspector Richard Yates

PC Paul Dent

Mike Bird 

	attendance Details
	 5 - Local Residents 

1- Press

= 6 Total

	Issues Raised

	a. A new National Information System will be introduced in September.  This will enable police analysts to provide a range of crime and community safety statistics. 

b. It was agreed that Neighbourhood Watch schemes need residents’ commitment and issues of interest to be maintained.  The police can offer support where appropriate, for example a Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator is based at Bedlington Police HQ, who can help with individual groups. 

c. Direct contact details could be provided for the local PC so that residents could contact him about local issues.

d. Residents were advised that residents associations and Parish meetings work well by linking together on crime and community safety issues.  Residents should not fear reporting incidents of crime at these meetings.

e. Residents were advised of the extent of their rights to use CCTV at their property in order to obtain evidence of anti-social behaviour being committed.

f. A range of work takes place locally to discourage anti-social behaviour.  Many activities take place to divert young people away from anti-social behaviour.  The police are members of Northumberland’s Crime Reduction Partnership, which is involved in this work. A great deal of work takes place with Trading Standards to ensure that licensees follow their agreed terms of operation. 

g. Action would be taken in response to a report that pheasants and pigeons had been shot locally.  Rifles cannot be used in the area that the problem had been reported as happening.  




