
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

25 APRIL 2006

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: D Bollands, C Donovan, MW Graham, L Green, McElroy, Mearns, Mole and Napier 
C450
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 4 April 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C451
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HOUSING MARKET RENEWAL PROGRAMME


Consideration has been given to the Housing Market Renewal programme for 2006 to 2008 and a range of actions to support its implementation and delivery. 

RESOLVED - 
(i)
The Housing Market Renewal programme for 2006 to 




2008, including the approach to phasing, as attached at 



appendices 1 and 2, be approved. 




(ii)
That the establishment of project boards to oversee the 



management of Housing Market Renewal projects, in 




accordance with the terms of reference set out in 




appendix 3, be approved.

(iii) That the principle of appointing a developer partner(s) to support the implementation of the Bridging NewcastleGateshead programme, be approved.

(iv) That the acquisition of estates and interests and compensation paid for them be on the basis that there are compulsory purchase orders in place authorising the Council to purchase them compulsorily.

(v) That it be noted that Council tenants are entitled to home-loss and disturbance payments from the commencement of the relevant phase as identified in appendix 1, subject to them satisfying the relevant statutory requirements.

(vi) That Council owned properties to be included in future demolition phases be exempted from Right to Buy, subject to satisfying the grounds of the Housing Act 2004.

(vii) That the removal of current and future vacancies from debit from the commencement of the relevant phase identified in Appendix 1 be approved.

(viii) That the appointment of a Loan Service Administrator to deliver relocation equity loans and the establishment of a list of Independent Financial Advisors be approved.

(ix) That in the interests of legal clarity references to ‘clearance’ within the report and supporting documentation be changed to ‘demolition’.



The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

To support the implementation and delivery of the Housing Market Renewal Programme and to ensure that the Council realises its vision for local people to live in good quality affordable homes, which meet their changing needs and are located within pleasant, safe and sustainable local communities.

C452
PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING RENEWAL STRATEGY AND PRIVATE SECTOR 
HOUSING RENEWAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE POLICY

Consideration has been given to the Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy and revised Private Sector Housing Renewal Financial Assistance Policy. 


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy and 
Financial Assistance Policy as detailed in appendices 2 
to 5 to the report be approved.

(ii) That the setting up of the mechanisms required to deliver the relocation and renewal loan scheme be delegated to the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, following consultation with the Strategic Directors Legal and Corporate Services and Finance and ICT and Group Director, Community Based Services.

(iii) That Council be recommended to delegate to the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, the powers set out in paragraph 31 of appendix 1, following consultation with a Panel consisting of two members, two officers and a representative of Bridging NewcastleGateshead and that Cabinet appoint two members to the Panel at its meeting on 23 May 2006.
(iv) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, following consultation with the Cabinet Members for  Housing and Environment be authorised to make any final necessary amendments to the Private Sector Housing Renewal Financial Assistance Policy prior to its implementation.
(v) That key partners and stakeholders be consulted on the Strategy and Policy to develop partnership working.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that the Council has an up to date and relevant Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy, and associated Financial Assistance Policy.

(B) To enable mechanisms to be developed to enable the delivery of the approved Neighbourhood Plans, and a loan led financial assistance scheme for renewal works.

(C) To support the delivery of the equity loan and renewal loan schemes.

(D)
To ensure that the Strategy, and Policy, continue to take into account the needs and objectives of key stakeholders.

C453
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS TO HILLS STREET AND HALF MOON 
LANE


Consideration has been given to the actions of the Town Centre Partnership in approving a scheme of environmental improvements to Hills Street and Half Moon Lane and to the proposal to accept a tender negotiated with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services for the works.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the actions of the Town Centre Partnership in 
approving expenditure on the scheme be endorsed.

(ii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to place an order with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services for the works at an estimated cost of £689,589.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons: 

(A) 
The project outlined will contribute to the overall 
strategies of the Town Centre Partnership and 
support the Delivery Plan relating to the scheme.

(B)
To provide improved pedestrian and cycle access 
to The Sage Gateshead and Gateshead Quays 
generally.







(C)
To contribute to the improvement of the public 







realm in the historic core of Gateshead.
C454
TENDERS

Consideration has been given to tender proposals for the Birtley Community Sports Hub and classroom extension at Clover Hill Primary School.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the lowest design and build tender submitted by 






Northern Construction Limited in the sum of £377,496.08 





for the provision of a new sports pavilion at Birtley 






Community Sports Hub be accepted and the Group 






Director, Development and Enterprise following 






consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT 





be authorised to place an order on condition of 







additional funding being approved by the Gateshead 






Strategic Partnership.
(ii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise following consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT be authorised to approve a negotiated tender with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services for the classroom extension at Clover Hill Primary School up to the value of £300,000.


The above decisions have been made to allow the schemes to proceed.

C455 YOUTH JUSTICE PLAN


Consideration has been given to the Youth Justice Plan for 2006/07.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Council be recommended to approve the Youth 





Justice Plan 2006/07 for submission to the Youth Justice 





Board.







(ii)
That the Group Director, Learning and Children following 





consultation with the Cabinet Member for Children and 





Young People, be authorised to make any final 






necessary amendments to the Plan prior to its 







submission to the Youth Justice Board.


The above decisions have been made to comply with the statutory requirement to 

produce a Youth Justice Plan. 

C456
TENANT AND RESIDENT GRANT AID

Consideration has been given to the revised Tenant and Resident Grant Aid Policy that is used to award grants to tenants and resident groups registered with the Council and the resulting changes that are required to be made to Sections B25 and B26 of the Council’s Housing Policy.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the revised 



Tenant and Resident Grant Aid Policy that is used to award 



grants to tenants and resident groups registered with the 



Council as set out in appendix 2 and the resulting changes to 


Sections B25 & B26 of the Council’s Housing Policy as set out 


in appendix 4.  


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:








(A)
To create a modern system for grant aid support 






that recognises the needs of some of the most in 






need groups in Gateshead.








(B)
To help make the system for allocating grants to 






tenants and residents groups more effective, 







more robust, transparent and tenant led.
C457
CORPORATE ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN


Consideration has been given to the updated Corporate Asset Management Plan.


RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to approve the updated 


Corporate Asset Management Plan. 


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To continue to develop the principles of asset management alongside the Corporate Capital Strategy.

(B) To use Council assets in the most effective and efficient way and to maximise the resources available to the Council. 

C458
HOUSING HEALTH AND SAFETY RATING SYSTEM AND MANDATORY HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION LICENSING


Consideration has been given to the introduction of the Housing, Health and Safety Rating System and to the mandatory licensing scheme for Houses in Multiple Occupation as required by the Housing Act 2004. 

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed mandatory changes to the enforcement of housing standards as set out in appendices 1 and 2 be endorsed.

(ii) That the proposed policy for licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation as set out in appendix 3 be approved.

(iii) That the Council be recommended to approve that the Head of Regulatory Services be authorised to take those actions under the Housing Act 2004 as set out in the appendices to the report, specifically: 

· Take enforcement action through the service of Legal Notices when Housing Health and Safety Rating System (HHSRS) Category 1 Hazards are identified.

· Take appropriate action when HHSRS Category 2 Hazards are identified. 

· Agree that a charge of £250 be made when an Improvement or Prohibition Notice is served.

· Introduce a system to licence high risk houses in multiple occupation. 

· Ensure that licence holders and managers are “fit and proper” persons.

· Implement the licence fees tabled in appendix 3 page 21.
The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Council acts to improve housing conditions within the private sector to help towards creating sustainable environments.

C459
GATESHEAD RE-DEPOSIT UNITARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN – INTERIM POLICY ADVICE


Consideration has been given to the renaming of draft supplementary planning guidance, which has been subject to formal consultation, as Interim Policy Advice and to its adoption as Council policy.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to formally adopt as Council 



policy the items of Interim Policy Advice (formerly known as 




draft supplementary planning guidance)
as set 






out in appendix 3. 

The above decision has been made to facilitate development in the borough by making available up to date planning policy advice to potential developers. 

C460
TRADING STANDARDS, HEALTH AND SAFETY AT WORK AND FOOD CONTROL SERVICE PLANS 2006/07


Consideration has been given to the Trading Standards, Health and Safety at Work and Food Control Service Plans together with the proposed Trading Standards Enforcement Policy and Statement of Intent for partnership working with the Health and Safety Executive.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:

(i) Approve the Trading Standards, Health and Safety at Work and Food Control Service Plans 2006/07 as set out in appendix 4, which incorporate the comments made by the Healthier Communities Advisory Group.

(ii) Approve the Trading Standards Enforcement Policy as set out in appendix 3.

(iii) Endorse the ‘Statement of intent’ for partnership working with the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) as set out in appendix 6. 

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) They are statutory plans required by Government 

Agencies.

(B) The Department of Trade and Industry expects 

councils to have good enforcement policies and 

procedures with regard trading standards and 


underage sales. 

(C) Partnership working with the HSE will help to 


ensure that risks to people’s health and safety 


arising from work activities are properly 



controlled. 

C461
IEG6 - IMPLEMENTING ELECTRONIC GOVERNMENT STATEMENT 


Consideration has been given to the IEG6 statement.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to endorse the IEG6 



statement as set out in appendix 2 to the report.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To report on the achievements that the Council 
has made in the delivery of Local e-Government 
programme.

(B)
To demonstrate how the IEG grant related 
funding has been used. 

C462
REVIEW OF TOURISM IN GATESHEAD – REPORT OF THE SUSTAINABLE COMUNITIES OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


Consideration has been given to the outcome of the Sustainable Communities People Overview and Scrutiny Committee’s review of tourism in Gateshead.

RESOLVED -
That the recommendations of the Sustainable Communities 



People Overview and Scrutiny Committee as set out in 



appendix 2 to the report, be endorsed. 



The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To increase the impact of tourism on the local economy and vitality of Gateshead.

(B) To improve the support to local tourism businesses

(C)
To improve visitor services and the visitor 
experience in Gateshead.

C463
OLDER PEOPLE STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK


Consideration has been given to a strategic framework that will inform the development of an Older People Strategy. 


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the framework for the strategy be approved for 




formal consultation.





(ii)
That the special Older People Overview and Scrutiny 




Committee be reconvened to consider the draft strategy.





(iii)
That a further report be submitted in due course 




recommending for approval a final older people 




strategy. 

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:






(A)
To develop a strategy that meets the issues 





raised by older people and those raised by the 





Forum for Older People.






(B)
To provide appropriate services and better 





outcomes for older people living in Gateshead.






(C)
To ensure all relevant stakeholders are involved 





in the consultation.

(C) To progress the recommendations made by the Older People Overview and Scrutiny Committee Review.

C464
SAFER STRONGER COMMUNITIES FUND


Consideration has been given to the allocation of Safer Stronger Communities Fund, Cleaner Safer Greener and Neighbourhood elements for 2006 to 2008 as proposed by the Gateshead Strategic Partnership.

RESOLVED -
That the proposed allocations be endorsed.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure deprivation in Gateshead is tackled effectively.

(B) To comply with Government guidance in relation to these funding streams.

C465
GATESHEAD COUNCIL STRATEGIC EQUALITIES AGENDA – PRIORITIES FOR ACTION

Consideration has been given to the outcome of recent consultation with minority/hard to reach residents in Gateshead, in relation to race, disability and gender equality and to the resulting priorities for action. 


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the outcome of recent consultation with target 




groups in Gateshead be noted.



(ii)
That the priorities for action in respect of the Council’s 



Strategic Equalities Agenda as set out in appendix 1 to 



the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made to help achieve the Council’s overarching aim and ensure that local people can realise their full potential and enjoy the best quality of life in a healthy, equal, safe, prosperous and sustainable borough.
C466
ALCOHOL HARM REDUCTION STRATEGY

Consideration has been given to the draft multi agency Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy.

RESOLVED - 
That the views of the Sustainable Communities People 



and Healthier Communities Advisory Groups be sought 



on the draft Strategy after which a further report be submitted 


to Cabinet recommending a final Strategy for approval. 

The above decision has been made to ensure Councillors are engaged in formal consultation on the Strategy.

C467
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR STRATEGY


Consideration has been given to the draft updated Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy.


RESOLVED - 
That the views of the Sustainable Communities People Advisory Group be sought on the draft strategy after which a further report be submitted to Cabinet and Council recommending the updated Strategy for approval. 

The above decision has been made to ensure Councillors are engaged in formal consultation.

C468
TALL SHIPS 2010


Consideration has been given to the Council becoming a bidding partner in association with Newcastle City Council to host a stage of the 2010 Tall Ships Race.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the Council’s support to being a host port for a 





future Tall Ships Race be confirmed and the submission 




of a bid in association with Newcastle City Council and 




other partners to host a stage of the 2010 Tall Ships 





Race be approved.






(ii)
That officers maintain links with Sail Training 






International in association with Newcastle City Council 




and continue to support the participation by local 





youngsters in sail training activities and future Tall Ships 




races together with facilitating future visits of Tall Ships 




to the River Tyne where possible.

C469
NOCTURNE – ILLUMINATION OF QEII BRIDGE


Consideration has been given to the Council making a financial contribution to the project to illuminate the QEII Metro Bridge, which is proposed as part of Nexus Public Art on Public Transport.


RESOLVED - 
That the contribution of £50,000 to the project be approved.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To support and enable the illumination project to 
be implemented.

(B) 
To enhance the riverside environment and create 
a destination arrival feature.

C470
GATESHEAD EARLY YEARS AND CHILDCARE PARTNERSHIP – REVISED CONSTITUTION


Consideration has been given to the revised constitution for the Gateshead Early Years and Childcare Partnership.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the revised constitution for the Partnership be 





approved.

(ii) That the revised constitution be referred to the Children and Young Person’s Partnership for endorsement.

(iii) That Cabinet at its meeting on 23 May 2006 appoint two Councillors to each of the Children’s Centre Steering/Reference Groups.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that there is an effective, multi agency, strategic body specifically responsible for the implementation of the Ten Year Childcare Strategy.

(B) To ensure that the Council is able to meet its targets for meeting parental needs for childcare provision.





(C)
To ensure that there is a clear accountability 





route for the Steering/Reference groups of the 16 




Children’s Centres.

C471
DEVELOPMENT TEAM APPROACH


Consideration has been given to the formal adoption of a development team approach by the Council to be used primarily for key projects and investments but which can also be used for any project that forms or has the ability to form a crucial contribution to the Council’s overall regeneration and economic development strategy.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the adoption of the Development Team Approach 




as set 
out in the report be approved.






(ii)
That the Approach be referred to the Gateshead 





Strategic Partnership and relevant themed partnerships 




for endorsement as part of the Council’s partnership 





approach.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
It will assist developers and investors in the 
Borough by the co-ordination of the service 
provided, which will improve performance, 
customer care and quality of outcomes. 







(B)
It will provide appropriate cross Council support 





and commitment and will contribute to the 






delivery of a better future mapped out in Towards 





2010 particularly in relation to employment and 





economy, culture, housing, community safety, 






transport and environment.

C473
ALLOCATION OF GRANTS TO BIRTLEY COMMUNITY GROUPS


Consideration has been given to authorising the Group Director, Community Based Services to approve the allocation of grants to community groups previously supported by Birtley Town Council.


RESOLVED -
That the Group Director, Community Based Services, following 



consultation with the Leader of the Council, be authorised to 




allocate funding to community groups previously supported by 



Birtley Town Council for a period of three years.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure transparency in relation to the 
allocation of grants to community groups in 
Birtley.







(B)
To honour the commitment previously agreed by 





the Cabinet in the event of the abolition of Birtley 





Town Council. 

C474
APOINTMENT OF LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS

Consideration has been given to the appointment of Local Education Authority School Governors to schools where vacancies have arisen in accordance with Regulation 6 of the School Governance (Constitution) (England) Regulations 2003.


RESOLVED - 
That the appointment of Local Education Authority School 




Governors to the schools where there is a vacancy for a period 



of four years be approved as follows:
	School


	Appointment
	Date from

	Kells Lane Primary
	Mrs J Wilson


	25 April 2006

	Whickham 
	Mr M Smith
	22 April 2006




C475
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE



Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C476
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
C477
COMMUNITY LEGAL AND ADVICE CENTRE (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given the outcome of consultation undertaken with potential 
tenderers, the voluntary advice-giving sector and the public on how to run a 
Community Legal Advice Centre (CLAC) and the proposal to conduct a 
procurement and tendering process for a service to run a CLAC in Gateshead.


The alternative option to that being recommended but which has been discounted 
included service level agreements.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the outcomes of the consultation process be noted 


and reflected in the application of the Priority Needs 



Analysis.




(ii)
That the Priority Needs Analysis identify the areas of 



law, the client groups and the geographical priorities for 


the CLAC.




(iii)
That the Chief Executive and the Strategic Director, 



Legal and Corporate Services, be authorised to finalise 


the Priority Needs Analysis and undertake a 




procurement and tendering process, following 




consultation with the Group Director, Community Based 


Services and the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT.




(iv)
That the outcomes of the procurement and tendering 



process be reported back to Cabinet for approval of the 


preferred tenderer.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To take the opportunity to join up funding and 
improve the targeting and quality of legal and 
advice services for people living in Gateshead.







(B)
To follow a fair process for the procurement of the 






best service provider to run the CLAC in 







Gateshead.


(Councillor RD Napier declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the above 
matter and withdrew from the meeting because he is a member of the Management 
Committee of the Gateshead Law Centre). 

C478
NORTHSIDE, BIRTLEY – DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the proposal to enter in to a development 
agreement with Persimmon Homes (North East) Limited in relation to land at 
Northside, Birtley.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed development agreement with 





Persimmon Homes (North East) Limited 
in relation to 





2.888 hectares land at Northside, Birtley, be approved. 






(ii)
That the Group Director Development and Enterprise 






following consultation with the Strategic Directors, 






Finance and ICT and Legal and Corporate Services be 





authorised to agree the market value for the land at the 





appropriate time.


The above decision has been made to manage resources to maximise the potential 
capital receipt for the site, subject to the appropriate planning of the area. 

C479
DEMOLITION OF SURPLUS BUILDINGS (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the demolition of a number of Council owned 
buildings.


RESOLVED - 
That the demolition of the following buildings be approved in 





order to manage and rationalise the Council’s resources 





effectively.

· Former Westwood Aged Persons Home, Teams

· Former Greenbourne Aged Persons Home, Windy Nook

· Former Redheugh Boys Club, Teams

· 1A Fennel, Beacon Lough

C480
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to a number of property disposals. 



RESOLVED - 
That the following property disposals be approved on the terms 



and conditions set out in schedule 1 to the report.

· 33 York Road, Barley Mow – Ms K and Mr J Henderson

· Land at Nest Road, Felling – Lathams Limited

· Former WC, Lowreys Lane, Low Fell – Mr K Waugh, Kwikflow Limited.


The above decision has been made to realise capital receipts and manage the Council’s resources effectively. 

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 27 April 2006
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