
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

4 APRIL 2006

PRESENT: 
Councillor Mearns (Chair)
Councillors: D Bollands, C.Donovan, McElroy, McNestry, Mole and Napier 
C426
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 21 March 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

C427
DELIVERING NEIGHBOURHOOD RENEWAL IN GATESHEAD


Consideration has been given to the allocation of Neighbourhood Renewal Fund Resources in 2006-08.

RESOLVED - 
That the allocation Neighbourhood Renewal Resources in 



2006-08 as set out in appendices 2 and 3 to the report, be 



endorsed.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure deprivation in Gateshead is tackled effectively.

(B) To comply with Government guidance in relation to these funding streams.

C428
ANNUAL SURFACE DRESSING PROGRAMME 2006/07

Consideration has been given to the proposed programme of surface dressing works in 2006/07 and to the award of the contract for the works.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the programme of surface dressing works for 
2006/07 be approved.

(ii) That the lowest tender received for the work, that of Road Maintenance Services Limited, in the sum of £61,400 be approved.

(iii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services be authorised to advertise and make the temporary traffic regulation orders as may be necessary during the works.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To maintain the surface condition of appropriate roads throughout the borough.

(B) To make the most effective use of the Council’s resources.

C429
HIGHWAYS MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME 2006/07 (REVENUE)


Consideration has been given to the proposed programme of revenue highways maintenance schemes in 2006/07.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the programme of revenue highways maintenance 
schemes for 2006/07 be approved.

(ii) That the Head of Transport and Highways be authorised to award the relevant works to the Head of Construction Operations, Local Environmental Services, under the terms of the Highways, Drainage and Street lighting Maintenance Contract and the balance to the Annual Surfacing Contractor. 

(iii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services be authorised to make any temporary traffic regulation orders as may be necessary during the works.


The above decision has been made to continue to address the backlog of deterioration of residential streets throughout the borough.

C430
PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE CHOICE BASED LETTINGS SCHEME

Consideration has been given to changes to the Council’s lettings policy, which are required as part of the ongoing development and implementation of choice based lettings.

The alternative options to that recommended, but which have been discounted included leaving the policy unchanged and changing the IT supplier.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the changes to the lettings policy as agreed by the 





Chief 
Executive following consultation with the Leader 





of the Council, as set out in appendix 2 to the report, be 





noted.

(ii) That the implementation of the revised lettings policy as set out in set out in appendix 3 to the report, be effective from the implementation of HomeChoice in April 2006.

(iii) That the views of the Sustainable Communities Place Advisory Group on the proposals, as set out in appendix 4 to the report, be noted.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure a transparent policy which is user 
friendly to both officers and service users.

(B) 
To ensure that the policy is compliant with 
legislative requirements.

(C) 
To ensure that the policy is robust and explicit.

(D) 
To ensure that the policy is practical in terms of IT 
considerations.


GATESHEAD EARLY YEARS AND CHILDCARE PARTNERSHIP  - REVISED CONSTITUTION

ITEM WITHDRAWN

C431 PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING ENFORCEMENT POLICY


Consideration has been given to the proposed private sector housing enforcement policy.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Council be recommended to approve the 






private sector housing renewal policy as set out in 






appendix 2 to the report.







(ii)
That the policy be the subject of a future Members 






Seminar.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Council acts to improve conditions within the private sector to help towards creating sustainable environments.

C432
GENDER DIFFERENCES IN EDUCATION ATTAINMENT LEVELS – REPORT OF THE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Consideration has been given to the findings and recommendations of the Children and Young People Overview and Scrutiny Committee (OSC) in relation to the issue of gender differences in education attainment levels in Gateshead.

RESOLVED - 
That the recommendations of the Children and Young People 


OSC as detailed in appendix 2 to the report be endorsed.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:








(A)
To reduce the gender gap in education 








attainment while maintaining high level of 







attainment for girls.








(B)
To support the delivery of the Council’s vision for 






children and young people. 
C433
REVIEW OF SERVICES FOR OLDER PEOPLE AND DEVELOPMENT OF AN OLDER PERSONS STRATEGY – OLDER PEOPLE OSC


Consideration has been given to the findings and recommendations of the Older 
People OSC arising from its review of services for older people.


RESOLVED -
That the recommendations of the Older People OSC as set out 

in appendix 2 to the report form the basis of the Older People’s 

Strategy.


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to work with its partners 
in order to focus on developing services that improve life chances and meet the 
expectations of both today’s and tomorrow’s older people.

C434
GYPSY AND TRAVELLER POLICY


Consideration has been given to the proposal to consult on the draft Gypsy and Traveller policy.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the draft Gypsy and Traveller policy be approved for formal consultation with Gypsies and Travellers.

(ii) That the views of the Corporate Vitality Advisory Group be sought on the draft policy.

(iii) That a further report be submitted on the final draft of the policy following the consultation.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that appropriate services are provided 
to Gypsies and Travellers living in and transiting 
through Gateshead.

(B) To demonstrate good practice.

(C) To ensure Gypsies and Travellers are aware of 
their responsibilities whilst living in Gateshead.

C435
DRUG AND ALCOHOL TEAM – ADULT DRUG TREATMENT PLAN 2006/07


Consideration has been given to the proposed Gateshead Adult Drug Treatment Plan for 2006/07, which has been prepared by the Drug and Alcohol Team (DAT).


RESOLVED - 
That the Gateshead Adult Drug Treatment Plan be endorsed 



for submission to the National Treatment Agency.

The above decision has been made because it is a Government requirement that the DAT produces the annual plan.

C436
ACCESSIBILITY STRATEGY (EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS) 2006-2010


Consideration has been given to the proposed Accessibility Strategy (Education and Schools) 2006-2010.

RESOLVED - 
That the Accessibility Strategy (Education and Schools) 2006-


2010 be approved.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To comply with legislative requirements.

(B) To provide head teachers and governing bodies 

with a framework within which they can fulfil their 

statutory responsibilities to produce an 



Accessibility Plan for their schools.

C437
ANTI-BULLYING STRATEGY FOR YOUUNG PEOPLE IN EDUCATION SETTINGS 2006-08


Consideration has been given to consultation arrangements for the Anti-Bullying Strategy for Children and Young People in Education Settings 2006-08. 


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the draft Anti-Bullying Strategy for Children and 




Young People in Education Settings 2006-08 as set out 



in appendix 2 to the report be approved for consultation.





(ii)
That the consultation strategy as set out in appendix 1, 



including seeking the views of the Children and Young 



People Advisory Group and additionally consulting Sport 



England, be approved.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure the strategy does have broad support 
amongst young people, parents/carers, schools 
and other stakeholders.

(B)
To enable the Council and its partners to agree 
an effective strategy to address issues of 
bullying in education settings in Gateshead.

C438
CHILD TRUST FUND: COUNCIL CONTRIBUTIONS TO LOOKED AFTER CHILD TRUST FUNDS


Consideration has been given to the proposed additional top up payments to children who have been looked after for 12months or longer and who hold the new Child Trust Fund.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Council contributes the expected cost of £9000 
per annum for Looked After Children top up payments.

(ii) That the Council top up the Looked After Child Trust Funds at a rate of £50.00 per annum.

(iii) That the Council top up Trust Funds only of those children who have been looked after for 12 months or more.

(iv) That the payments be reviewed annually. 



The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To enable the Council to discharge its duties as Corporate Parent to its Looked After Children.

(B) The payments are a manageable cost to the Council.

(C) The criteria for making payments is a reasonable definition for a child in longer-term care.

C439
GATESHEAD QUAYS 2 DEVELOPMENT SITE – AMENDMENT TO DEVELOPMENT BRIEF


Consideration has been given to an amendment to the number of car parking spaces stated in the approved Development Brief for Gateshead Quays Phase 2.


RESOLVED - 
That the Gateshead Quays Phase 2 Development Brief be 



amended so that the figure referring to the number of general 


public car parking spaces is reduced from the stated ‘300’ to 



‘200’. 

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To provide a more manageable level of public car parking within Gateshead Quays Phase 2 site, appropriate to a Town Centre location.

(B) To create greater flexibility in the design approach to the development of the site by reducing a substantial physical constraint upon the development.

(C) To reduce the development cost of providing public car parking within the site.

(D) To potentially create a greater capital receipt for the Council should the land be sold, or to reinvest the possible cost savings into raising the quality of the development and therefore increasing the prospective rental income should the Council retain ownership.

(E) To encourage more sustainable modes of travel to and from the Quays area.

C440
NORTHSIDE BIRTLEY


Consideration has been given to progress of the Northside, Birtley development and to the proposal to assign 10% of any net capital receipts from the land sale towards regeneration projects in the Birtley Area, that are consistent with Council priorities.  This is subject to the granting of planning permission for continued residential development on the land by the Deputy Prime Minister following the Public Local Inquiry due to begin in May 2006. 

RESOLVED -
That as a single exception to existing Council policy of pooling 


capital receipts and subject to the Deputy Prime Minister 



granting planning permission for continued residential 




development following the Public Local Inquiry, 10% of the net 


capital receipts (either from land sales or development 



agreements) from the further development of Northside be 



allocated to projects that are consistent with Council priorities 


designed to aid the regeneration and enhance the environment 


of Birtley.
The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To secure the proper planning and regeneration of the area and provision of facilities associated with the proposed development.

(B) To secure a capital receipt that will be of benefit to the Birtley area and also the borough of Gateshead.

(C) To act on Counsel’s advice and provide evidence in support of the Council’s position at the Public Local Inquiry.

C441
SINGLE REGENERATION BUDGET – RISE AND FALL SCULPTURE

Consideration has been given to placing orders with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services to carry out ground preparation work for the Rise and Fall Sculpture and with the artist to provide the sculpture that will be positioned in the Riverside Sculpture Park.


RESOLVED -
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 


authorised to place orders with the Group Director, Local 


Environmental Services to carry out ground preparation work 


for the sculpture and with the artist to provide the sculpture. 


The above decision has been made because the project will contribute to the overall strategies of the Town Centre Partnership and support the Delivery Plan relating to the scheme.
C442
ANNUAL ROAD MARKINGS/ANTI-SKID SURFACING CONTRACT - TENDER

Consideration has been given to the tenders received for the annual road marking/anti-skid surfacing contract for 2006/07. 

RESOLVED - 
That the lowest tender received, that of Coupe Line Limited in 


the sum of  £133,290.00, be accepted.


The above decision has been made to enable the programme of road marking and anti-skid surfacing during 2006/07 to proceed.

C443
PETITIONS SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the update on petitions submitted to the Council and the action taken on them.

RESOLVED - 
That the petitions received and the action taken on them be 
noted subject to the schedule being amended to reflect that in 
respect of petition reference 13/06, the Council has decided to 
provide a sum of money to maintain the service on a temporary 
basis until alternative options for service provision in the future 
can be investigated.

The above decision has been made to inform Cabinet of the progress of petitions.

C444
APPOINTMENT OF PARENT GOVERNOR REPRESENTATIVES ON TO THE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE (OSC)


Consideration has been given to the appointment of parent governor representatives on to the Children and Young People OSC from May 2006. 


RESOLVED - 
That the appointment of Alan Hall, Joseph William Lisle and Julie Mitchell as parent governor representatives to the Children and Young People OSC for a period of two years with effect from May 2006, be approved. 

The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council meets its legal duty to appoint parent governor representatives to its education overview and scrutiny committee. 

C445
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE



Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C446
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
C447
COMMENCEMENT OF ACQUISITIONS TO FACILITATE NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION PLANS WITHIN HMR BRIDGING NEWCASTLEGATESHEAD (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the commencement of acquisitions of housing by agreement in identified clearance areas within Neighbourhood Action Plan areas.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the commencement of acquisitions of properties within the clearance areas as identified in the respective Neighbourhood Action Plans for Bensham/Saltwell, Teams and North Felling and detailed below, be approved.






Bensham/Saltwell: 







Armstrong Street
-  Odd Nos.
1-51









-  Even Nos. 
4-54






Macadam Street
-  Even Nos. 
2-52






Brunel Street

-  Odd Nos.
3-53









-  Even Nos.
2-56








Trevethick Street
-  Odd Nos.
1-39






Saltwell Road
-  Even Nos.
130-160






Kelvin Grove 
-  Odd Nos.
1- 63






Dunsmuir Grove
-  Odd Nos.
5-81,  133-191









-  Even Nos.
4-66,  128-154






Westminster Street 
-  Even Nos.
8-86,  124-182









-  Odd Nos.
123-157






Hyde Park Street 
-  Even Nos.
128-166






Brighton Road
-  Odd Nos.
197-227






Rectory Road
-  Even Nos.
180-220






Teams :







Corbitt Street

-  Even Nos.
4-38






Dixon Street

-  Odd Nos.
3-71









-  Even Nos.
30-76






Bensham Crescent
-  Nos.

37-56





Felling:






Field Street

-  Odd Nos.
1-19





Mulberry Street
-  Nos.

1-6





Eastern Gardens
-  Nos.

2, 3, 14 and 15





Embleton Gardens
-  Nos.

2 and 3
(ii) That the Head of Property Services be authorised to purchase the above properties subject to the availability of external funding.

The above decisions have been made to enable a more effective, speedier implementation of the Neighbourhood Action Plans for these areas.

C448
MANAGEMENT OF THE HOUSING REGISTER – PROPOSED TRANSFER TO THE GATESHEAD HOUSING COMPANY (Paragraphs 1)


Consideration has been given to transferring the remaining aspects of the management of the allocation function (inputting and management of application forms) from the Council to The Gateshead Housing Company (TGHC) and to transferring two employees under TUPE Regulations to TGHC to assist in the management of this function.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the transfer of the remaining aspects of the management of the allocation function (inputting and management of application forms) to TGHC be approved.


(ii)
That the transfer of two employees currently employed by the Council to manage the Housing Register under TUPE Regulations to TGHC be approved.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To ensure a seamless service with clear 





processes and link-up, between registration for 




housing and appropriate lettings of properties.

(B) 
To maximise efficiency by having all paper based 
records managed and stored in a central location 
accessible to relevant staff and service users.







(C)
To utilise readily trained and skilled employees, 





thereby minimising disruption to the Council, 






TGHC, service users and the two employees 






concerned.

C449
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to a lease renewal.



RESOLVED - 
That the lease renewal of the Boathouse at Pipewellgate to the 



Sea Cadets Corps and Girls Nautical Training Corps on the 




terms and conditions detailed in the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made to manage the Council’s resources effectively.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 5 April 2006
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