
GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

21 MARCH 2006

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: D Bollands, C.Donovan, M Graham, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns and Napier 
C395
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 7 March 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.  

C396
GATESHEAD LOCAL AREA AGREEMENT


Consideration has been given to the progress made in relation to the Local Area Agreement.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the refreshed Local Area Agreement for Gateshead be approved.

(ii) That the 13 Local Area Agreement element targets, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

(iii) That the proposed allocations of Pump Priming Grant and Neighbourhood Renewal Fund be approved.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To enable greater freedoms and flexibilities to be secured for Gateshead.

(B) To ensure the delivery of stretched performance and to secure the maximum reward grant for Gateshead.

C397
GRANTS AND AWARDS

Consideration has been given to applications for grant support in 2005/06 and 2006/07.


RESOLVED - 
That the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on the applications for grant support in 2006/07 and for grant support for individuals in 2005/06 as set out in Appendix 2 to the report, be endorsed.


The above decision has been made to ensure the grants and awards programme is used to maximise benefits to local communities and is managed effectively.
C398
SINGLE HOUSING INVESTMENT POT 2006-2008


Consideration has been given to the proposals for funds allocated from the Single Housing Investment Programme for 2006-2008.


RESOLVED - 
That the Single Housing Investment Programme spending plans for 2006/07 and 2007/08, as outlined in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To support delivery of the Regional Housing Strategy four main priorities, Towards 2010, Gateshead’s Housing Strategy 2003-2008 and Bridging NewcastleGateshead.

(B) Spending in key areas will provide the basis for leverage and complementary funding from other sources.

C399
PAYMENT OF RENT BY COUNCIL TENANTS – TRANSEFR OF FORMER TENANTS ACCOUNTS

Consideration has been given to The Gateshead Housing Company’s recommendation to the Council to transfer individual amounts from former tenants to debtor accounts where all possible recovery action has been taken.


RESOLVED - 
That the transfer of £398,099 former tenant arrears into a 





debtors account as recommended by the Gateshead Housing 




Company, be approved.


The above decision has been made to ensure effective management of the Council’s resources.
C400
TENDERS


Consideration has been given to two tenders and a scheme and estimate.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the lowest tender submitted by Tarmac Ltd, in the sum of £1,964,691.46, for the Annual Surfacing and Cold Planing contract for 2006/07 to facilitate various programmes of Highways Schemes during 2006/07 be accepted.

(ii) That the tender negotiated with Local Environmental Services (Construction Operations), in the sum of £380,044.24, for the provision of a classroom and car park at Roman Road Primary School to progress the works in accordance with the agreed Capital Programme, be accepted.

(iii) That the scheme and estimate for the provision of a resource classroom at Clover Hill Primary School, at an estimated cost of £277,000, be approved and the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, be authorised to obtain a negotiated tender from the Group Director, Local Environmental Services, for the scheme, which has been identified as a priority in the Education Asset Management Plan.

The above decisions have been made to allow the schemes to be progressed.

C401 CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S PLAN


Consideration has been given to the final version of the Children and Young People’s Plan 2006-2009.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:

(i) Approve the Plan for submission to the Department for Education and Skills (DfES).

(ii) Authorise the Group Director, Learning and Children, in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Children and Young People, to make any final necessary amendments to the plan prior to submission to DfES.


The above decisions have been made to meet the requirements of the Children Act 2004 to produce a single overarching Children and Young People’s Plan by 1 April 2006.
C402
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY COMMUNITY SCHOOL ADMISSIONS POLICIES – SEPTEMBER 2007

Consideration has been given to the Community Secondary Schools Admissions Policy (including Sixth Form Admissions Policy), the Community and controlled Primary and Nursery Admissions Policies and Planned Admission Numbers for September 2007.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve:

(i) That the Primary School Admissions Policies for September 2007 identify a closing date for the return of applications of 3 November 2006.

(ii) The proposed Community and Controlled Primary Admissions Policy, Nursery Admissions Policy and Planned Admissions Numbers, as outlined in Appendix 2 to the report, for adoption for September 2007.

(iii) The proposed Secondary School Admissions Policy (with a closing date for return of applications of 30 October 2006) Sixth Form Admissions Policy and Planned Admissions Numbers, as outlined in Appendix 3 to the report, for adoption for September 2007.

(iv) That the approved admission policies for September 2007 be used as the basis for consultation with schools and the Admissions Forum for Admissions Policies from September 2008.


The above decisions have been made to enable the Council to comply with statutory legislation as it relates to schools admissions policies.
C403
CO-ORDINATED ADMISSIONS SCHEME FOR INFANT, JUNIOR, PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS


Consideration has been given to the co-ordinated admissions schemes for Primary and Secondary schools.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the co-ordinated admission arrangements, as detailed in Appendices 2 and 3 to the report.


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to comply with government regulations relating to school admissions.

TENANT AND RESIDENT GROUP GRANT AID


Item withdrawn.

C404
INTERIM POLICY ADVICE – CONSERVATION AREA CHARACTER STATEMENTS, STRATEGIES AND POLICY GUIDELINES


Consideration has been given to the adoption of the Conservation Area Character Statements and associated strategies and policy guidance as Interim Planning Advice.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Council be recommended to approve the Conservation Area Character Statements, Strategies and Policy guidelines, as outlined in Appendix 2 to the report, for adoption as Interim Policy Advice, pending their inclusion as Supplementary Planning Documents under the new proposals introduced under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.

(ii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, in consultation with the Cabinet Member for the Environment, be authorised to approve any final necessary amendments.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To provide up to date planning advice and guidance for conservation areas.

(B) To ensure that the Best Value Performance Indicator target of having up to date character statements for all the Borough’s conservation areas is met.

C405
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AUDIT COMMITTEE AND ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE


Consideration has been given to the proposed establishment of an Audit Committee and an Accounts Committee.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve:

(i) The establishment of an Audit Committee and an Accounts Committee, with effect from the Annual Meeting of the Council, with the membership and terms or reference as outlined in Appendices 2 and 3 to the report.

(ii) That the terms of reference for the Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee, be amended as outlined in Appendix 4 to the report.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To strengthen the Council’s arrangements for oversight by elected members of audit, risk management, the internal control framework, value for money and efficiency.

(B) To provide a mechanism for formal approval of the Council’s annual statement of accounts.

C406
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2006/07


Consideration has been given to the proposed calendar of meetings for 2006/07.


The alternative option to that recommended, but which was discounted, was to follow the existing pattern of meetings.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the calendar of meetings for 2006/07 subject to the following amendments:

· Members’ Seminars – Change of time of seminar on Monday 5 June and Monday 30 October from 11.00am to 4.00pm

· Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee – Change of date from Monday 4 September 2006 to Monday 11 September 2006.

The above decision has been made to assist in the preparation of the Forward Plan and to allow councillors and officers the opportunity to plan commitments in their diaries.

C407
REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S CONSTITUTION


Consideration has been given to the proposed amendments to the Constitution following a review.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve:

(i) The proposed changes to the Council’s Constitution, as detailed in the Appendices to the report.

(ii) That, except where otherwise stated, the changes come into force from the Annual Meeting of the Council in May 2006.

(iii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services, in consultation with the Leader of the Council, be authorised to approve any final necessary amendments.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Constitution remains fit for purpose and that its aims and principles are given effect.
C408
TREASURY POLICY STATEMENT 2006/07 TO 2008/09


Consideration has been given to the proposed Treasury Policy Statement, including the Treasury Strategy for 2006/07 to 2008/09. 

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the Treasury Policy Statement and Treasury Strategy for 2006/07 to 2008/09, as detailed in Appendices 2 and 3 to the report.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council fully complies with the requirements of good practice as recommended by the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA) in its Code of Practice on Treasury Management and its Prudential Code for Capital and the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM), on local authority investments.

C409
FUTURE TARGETS TO 2010/2011 AND REVIEW OF CORPORATE INDICATORS – COMPOSITE REPORT


Consideration has been given to the future targets to 2010/11 and changes to local indicators, which were presented to the relevant Overview and Scrutiny Committees during February and March.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the future targets and changes to the corporate performance indicators be approved.

(ii)
That a further update be received once the analysis of Quality of Life indicators has been completed, along with any implications arising from the integration of the Gateshead Strategic Partnership and Council’s performance management frameworks.

(iii)
That the Chief executive be authorised to make any necessary amendments to targets in light of the end of year information or further changes and implications.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) The Council is bound under statutory requirements to set future targets for its services.

(B) To support continuous improvement through the Council’s policy, service planning and performance management framework.

C410
BEST VALUE REVIEW OF ICT – IMPACT REPORT


Consideration has been given to the impact of the options identified by the Best Value Review of ICT. The Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee has given advice on this Best Value Review.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the advice given by the Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee be noted.

(ii) That the review has had the necessary impact for service delivery and users.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that the review has had the necessary impact on users

(B) To confirm that services have improved in the way the original review anticipated.

C411
BEST VALUE REVIEWS – IMPLEMENTATION UPDATES COMPOSITE REPORT

Consideration has been given to Best Value Implementation Updates for Communication and Consultation, Economic Regeneration, Birtley, Community Safety and Leisure.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the comments made by the Overview and Scrutiny 



Committees be noted.



(ii)
That the services are improving in the way the original 



reviews anticipated and that the reviews are having the 



impacts on service delivery and users, be approved.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that services are improving in the way intended by the respective Best Value Reviews.
C412
FAIR ACCESS TO CARE SERVICES – REVIEW OF ELIGIBILITY THRESHOLD

Consideration has been given to the eligibility criteria for Adult Social Care Services pending a review that takes account of the White Paper ‘Our health, our care, our say’.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the eligibility threshold continue to be applied to cover all needs within the critical, substantial and moderate bands pending a further review of the impact of any amendments to the threshold, over the next six months.

(ii)
That consideration of the issues surrounding Fair Access to Care be referred to the Healthier Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee to assist with the review.

(iii) That a further report be received on the review outcomes.

The above decisions have been made to comply with legislation requiring Councils to review and ensure they have the financial resources to meet needs within their agreed eligibility criteria.

C413
OLDER PERSONS HOUSING STRATEGY


Consideration has been given to the proposal to carry out further work as part of the Older Persons Strategy.


The alternative option to that recommended, but which was discounted, was not to consider alternative provision.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Group Director, Community Based Services, in conjunction with The Gateshead Housing Company, be authorised to consult residents living in Whitley Court about the long-term suitability of their homes and their possible housing options.

(ii)
That the current empty properties in Whitley Court be held whilst consultation takes place.

(iii) That properties in Whitley Court, which become empty from 21 March 2006, be held whilst consultation takes place.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that the Council continues to deliver the Older Persons Housing Strategy Objectives;

(B) To ensure early communication and involvement of residents living in the properties outlined within this report;

(C) To ensure that investment is held until a firm decision has been reached regarding the proposals for the properties outlined within this report.

C414
COMMISSIONING A PATIENT-LED NHS – CONSULTATION ON NHS RECONFIGURATION/BOUNDARY CHANGES


Consideration has been given to the response to consultation on the proposals from Northumberland, Tyne and Wear Strategic Health Authority for boundary changes in response to ‘Commissioning a Patient-Led NHS’.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the response, as detailed in the Appendix to the 
report, be endorsed.



(ii)
That the response be referred to the Gateshead Health 
and Social Care Partnership.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that the proposed reconfiguration of NHS organisations does not adversely impact on both services for residents and the health of local people.

(B) To ensure that the work of the Gateshead Strategic Partnership, the delivery of the Community Strategy and the Local Area Agreement continue to be effectively implemented through local partnership arrangements and is not compromised by the proposed reorganisation.

(C) To bring the Council’s response to the attention of the Gateshead Health and Social Care Partnership.

C415
PROPOSALS FOR SCHOOL TERM DATES 2007/08


Consideration has been given to the proposed school term and holidays for the academic year commencing September 2007.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the school term and holiday dates for 2007/2008, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

(iv) That the Group Director, Learning and Children, be authorised to notify, through appropriate means, all stakeholders of this decision.

The above decision has been made to allow future planning to take place.

C416
DISCRETIONARY AWARDS POLICY


Consideration has been given to the proposed policy for post-compulsory (discretionary) education awards for the 2006/07 financial year.


RESOLVED - 
That the Discretionary Awards Policy for the 2006/07 financial year, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to comply with legislative requirements.

C417
TEMPORARY LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPOT – COWEN ROAD, BLAYDON 


Consideration has been given to the relocation of Local Environmental Services’ operational depot from Swalwell to a temporary facility at Cowen Road, Blaydon.


RESOLVED - 
That the Group Director, Local Environmental Services, be authorised to carry out the necessary work to set up a temporary depot at Cowen Road, Blaydon.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) In order to ensure the satisfactory decontamination of the Swalwell site in accordance with statutory requirements, Council policy and the ‘Settlement Agreement’.

(B) To enable Local Environmental Services to maintain effective delivery of services in the west of the Borough.

C418
LOCAL AUTHORITY MORTGAGE INTEREST RATES FOR MORTGAGES GRANTED UNDER THE HOUSING ACT 1985


Consideration has been given to the statutory declaration of the local authority mortgage interest rate.

RESOLVED - 
That the six monthly statutory declaration of interest to be charged (8.36%) be approved.

C419
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE



Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 




appendix to the report.
C420
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
C421
SALE OF LAND AT SOUTH ROAD, CHOPWELL (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the sale of 0.63 hectares of land south of South Road, Chopwell.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the sale of 0.63 hectares of land south of South Road, Chopwell to Nomad Housing Group, be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in the report.

(ii) That the Head of Property Services, in consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT, be authorised to agree the final abnormal costs and cost of the first stage of the Spine Road.

(iii) That the Group Director, Community Based Services, in conjunction with The Gateshead Housing Company, be authorised to consult residents living in Pennine View and Broomfield Crescent about the long term suitability of their homes and their possible housing options.

(iv) That the properties in Pennine View and Broomfield Crescent, which are currently empty or become empty from 21 March 2006, be held vacant whilst the consultation takes place.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Council continues to deliver the Older Persons Housing Strategy objectives.

C422
REVIEW OF BUSINESS SUPPORT, LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES (Paragraphs 1 and 4)


Consideration has been given to the proposals to restructure Business Support, Local Environmental Services.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Council be recommended to approve the proposal to restructure Business Support within Local Environmental Services, as detailed in Appendices 3, 4 and 5 to the report.


(ii)
That the schedule of consultations and the management’s recommendations be approved.

The above decisions have been made because the proposals will allow an effective and coherent support service to be provided, thereby increasing service delivery as a whole.

C423
DISPOSAL OF PREVIOUSLY ALLOCATED PLOTS OF LAND (Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the disposal of previously allocated plots of land on the open market at the current market value.


The alternative options to those recommended, but which have been discounted, included retaining the property permanently and reviewing the sale price to market value and offering to occupiers opposite the plot.


RESOLVED - 
That the disposal of previously allocated plots on land on the open market at the current market value that remain unsold within the boundaries identified on the Appendices to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To promote the development and improvement of Gateshead.

(B) To rationalise the Council’s landholdings

(C) To realise capital receipts.

C424
BRIDGING NEWCASTLEGATESHEAD: PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS 


(Paragraph 3)


Consideration has been given to the property acquisitions relating to the Bridging NewcastleGateshead initiative.


RESOLVED - 
That the acquisitions of 389/391/393 Sunderland Road, Gateshead, be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in the report.


The above decision has been made to contribute to the Bridging NewcastleGateshead Housing Market Renewal initiative.
C425
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 3)
Consideration has been given to a number of lease renewals, new lettings, an appropriation and a property acquisition.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the following lease renewals be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 1 to the report:

· Unit A15 Stonehills Complex, Pelaw – Excel Commercial Services Ltd

· 29 Wetheral Gardens, Low Fell – T.Arnott Esq

· Unit 1 Sands Industrial Estate, Swalwell – Mr John May

(ii) That the following new letting be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 2 to the report:

· Unit 5 St Mary’s Green, Whickham – Hugh Frew

(iii) That consideration of the new letting of 1.062 acres of land at Barmoor, Ryton, be deferred.

(iv) That the appropriation of 4 Boxlaw, Beacon Lough be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 3 to the report:

(v) That the acquisition of 4 Glencoe House site, Shibdon Road, Blaydon be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 4 to the report:

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 23 March 2006
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