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	Report to West and Central Area Board 

 15th March 2006


	
	

	Title:


	Security and Environmental Schemes – Progress Report

	Report of:
	Director of Property & Technical Services

	
	


Purpose of Report

1. To provide an update to the Area Board on progress of Security and Environmental Schemes in West and Central areas of the borough.



2004/05 Progress

2. Appendix 1 shows the 2 outstanding schemes from 2004/5.  

3. The scheme for extra lighting at River View, Heddon View and Denton View is now complete. 

4. Revised proposals for the communal lounge at Boltons Bungalows to help tackle problems caused by youths congregating at the front and rear doors are being investigated.  It is unlikely that this scheme can be completed before the end of March 2006 and will, therefore, need to be funded from the 2006/7 allocation.  



2005/06 Progress

5. Appendix 2 shows progress to date on schemes approved this year by the Area Board. 
6. Of the 24 schemes approved, 18 have been completed.  Of the remaining 6 schemes, 1 will be finished by the end of March but 5 will not be complete until the early part of the financial year 2006/7.
Kelso Place scheme

7. The scheme at Kelso Place in the Lower Teams is being progressed in conjunction with the Council’s Development and Enterprise Group.  Consultation on the fence height and styles is complete. 

8. Planning approval is required for the road, which will take approximately 9 weeks.  The rear fencing will not be installed until the road is completed in case it is damaged.

9. Discussions are currently taking place with Bridging Newcastle Gateshead to obtain funding to carry out the fencing work to owner occupied properties, so the whole area can benefit from these works.

2006/7 Schemes

10. The schemes to enhance sustainability funded from the ALMO allocation for the next financial year 2006/7 will follow the path of the Decent Homes schemes.  It is recommended that site visits to Argyle and Carr Hill Estates in Central area and Runhead Estate in West area, where Decent Homes work is currently in progress, be arranged prior to the next meeting.  A separate budget for security and environmental schemes is to be agreed at the next Board meeting on 13th April 2006.    

Tenants Satisfaction Information

11. No further satisfaction surveys have been carried out since February.  

Financial Implications
12. The budget for security and environmental schemes for 2005/06 is £284,000. Last year’s commitments of £129,000 reduce the funding available to £155,000. 

13. The Area Board have to date approved schemes up to the value of  £118,087, leaving £36,913 of the budget unallocated for the remainder of 2005/06.

14. This amount will be committed for the first phase of the fencing work at Kelso Place. The additional allocation of £295,087 from the ALMO allocation will fund the remainder of the Kelso Place scheme.
Equalities and Diversity Implications

15. Security and environmental schemes will be identified through tenant involvement to ensure that the whole community will benefit from the works. As part of tenant involvement in identifying the proposed works, equality and diversity implications will be assessed.


Recommendations
16. The Area Board is recommended to: 

(i) note the progress on security and environmental schemes as identified in Appendix 1 and 2

(ii) note the progress on the scheme at Kelso Place; 

(iii) Agree to site visits to the Argyle Estate and Carr Hill in Neighbourhood Area Central and Runhead Estate in the Neighbourhood Area West.


Contact:  Carole Nicholson, Tenant Liaison Manager
Tel No:  (0191) 433 5331
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