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	Report to West and Central Area Board 

30 March 2005


	
	

	Title:


	Bleach Green Progress Report

	Report of:
	Principal Housing Services Manager

	
	


Purpose of Report

1.
To advise the Area Board on the progress to date with the demolition area of Bleach Green and re-development of the site.

Background

2.
The reasons for carrying out partial demolition on the estate were as follows:

· To tackle falling demand for the estate

· Poor structural condition of the properties

· To help sustain the future of the remainder of Bleach Green estate.

Progress to date

3. 488 properties have now been demolished, leaving 2 properties to complete the process.  

4. There has been no date given for the 2 remaining properties to be demolished, this is due to some utilities that have not being disconnected.  We have been informed that the electricity has been disconnected. Gas and water will be disconnected week commencing 27th March 2006. 

5. The last remaining tenant from 4 Ladywell Road was re-housed in February 2006 to a 2-bed property in the area of his choice on the Parkhead Estate, Winlaton.  All tenants have now been re-housed successfully.

Development of Bleach Green

6. The development of Bleach Green is underway. The ground is currently being prepared with the foundations for the new build properties.

7. A number of the proposed dwellings are for social housing. 22 will be for rent and 22 will be for shared ownership.  Social housing will have 100% nomination rights and subsequent 50% nomination rights when properties become empty. 

8.
Social housing properties will be as follows:

Phase 3

· 4 x 2 bed flats for rent

· 4 x 2 bed bungalows for rent

· 4 x 4 bed houses for rent

· 12 x 3 bed houses for shared ownership

Phase 4

· 2 x 2 bed bungalows for rent

· 2 x 3 bed bungalows for rent

· 6 x 3 bed bungalows for rent

· 10 x 2 bed properties for shared ownership

Timescales for the completion of the new build is currently October 2007

Private Sales


Yuill Homes 


241


Haslam Homes

189






430

Decent Homes Work

9.
The Gateshead Housing Company has a commitment to bring all public sector homes up to a decent standard by 2010 and the 214 remaining properties at Bleach Green are due to have major works carried out in 2009/10. 
Estate Issues

10. There are currently 3 vacant properties on the estate and all are currently out on offer. 

11. There have been some recent incidents on the estate, which have been raised at joint Problem Solving group meetings including unauthorised parking in gardens and garden rubbish, which we are tackling in conjunction with Northumbria Police and Neighborhood Relations Team. 

Recommendation

12.
The Area Board is asked to note the contents of this report

Contact:  Caroline Saul, Housing Manager



Tel No: (0191) 433 6213
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