NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE

16 JANUARY 2006

PRESENT:

Mrs Guy (Chair)

Councillors Darke, Foster, and Thompson

Mr Atkinson, Mr Avery, Mrs Brunton and Mr Foster

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Henry, Napier, Packham, Purdue and Rounthwaite

Mr Brown, Mrs Drury and Dr Mahmood

27.
MINUTES


RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 14 November 2005 be approved as a correct record.

28.
YOUR VIEWS COUNT 2005 RESULTS

The main findings from the “Your Views Count” questionnaire 2005 were presented to Members for information.  This included a list of the issues raised, the achieved response rate, profile of respondents, main findings from the questionnaire at force and command level and other points of interest.

RESOLVED – 
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) That a further comprehensive report be submitted at a future meeting.

29.
MINUTES OF POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS

The schedules of issues raised at police and community forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were submitted.


RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

30.
INDEPENDENT ADVISORY GROUPS

In accordance with minute 8 – 2005/06, an update on the progress of the Independent Advisory Groups was given.  Following a request at the last meeting (minute 21 – 2005/06) a breakdown of community representation on the Independent Advisory Groups was presented for information.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii)
That clarification on whether those groups represented on the Strategic Independent Advisory Group should also be represented at Area Command level be provided.
(iii)
That a further report on the frequency of meetings and use to which Independent Advisory Groups are being put be presented at the next meeting.
31.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION (ICVA) - UPDATE

At the last meeting of the ICVA Executive Management Committee proposals to improve ICVA’s monitoring systems to make them more robust and transparent were considered.  The papers for code of conduct for employees and members, procedural standing orders, financial regulations and contractual orders were presented for consideration.  Measures are to be formally adopted at the next meeting of the ICVA Executive Management Committee on 25 March 2006.  

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii)
That the new measures be adopted at the ICVA Executive Management Committee meeting on 25 March 2006.

32. INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS’ TRAINING SEMINAR – 

26 NOVEMBER 2005

Members were updated on the Authority’s Independent Custody Visitors’ Seminar which was held on the 26 November 2005.

Thirty two independent custody visitors and two Members of the Authority attended the seminar.  It was noted from the initial feedback received that the seminar had been a very interesting and worthwhile event.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

33.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY FOR THE PERIOD: 15 OCTOBER 2005 – 16 DECEMBER 2005

The summary of custody visits for the period 15 October – 16 December 2005 was submitted.

Concern was expressed at the information given for Bedlington Police Station, where a high percentage of detainees have refused visits by Independent Custody Visitors.  This figure is significantly higher than all other custody suites.

The problem of Custody Visitors not knowing when temporary custody suites are being opened was raised as an issue.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) That background to the high percentage of declined custody visits at Bedlington Police Station be investigated and a further report be submitted.

(iii) That the arrangements for informing the Independent Custody Visitors of temporary opening and closing of Police Stations be reviewed.

	
	
	



