CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING

19 JANUARY 2006

PRESENT:

Chief Inspector V Stubbs, J Mair, M Walker, 

M Hardy, T Purvis, A Jones, B Wilson and I Burns

APOLOGIES:
L Miller and M Porter 

1.
MINUTES


The minutes of the last meeting held on 20 October 2005 were agreed.

2.
MATTERS ARISING

(i) The issue raised at Gateshead regarding the overnight hourly checks on detainees’ records all stating the same time has been addressed and accurate times are now being recorded.

(ii) It was highlighted that detainees from Alnwick and Berwick were increasingly being transported to Bedlington Police Station.  Criminal Justice does not own the Northumberland custody suites and as such the Area Commander controls its operational use and deployment of custody officers. 

The review of the rural custody suites in Northumberland is still ongoing and the findings will be presented when completed.

(iii) V Stubbs informed the co-ordinators that Newlife has been awarded the out of hours and bank holiday cleaning contract for emergency situations.  

3.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARIES

Summaries of the custody visits undertaken for the period 2 August - 16 December 2005 was submitted for information.

V Stubbs has spoken to the Custody Inspector at Bedlington about the concerns raised at the Community Engagement Committee regarding the number of detainees refusing visits. This had not been raised as an issue by the Bedlington custody visitors who always commented on how well they had been received by the custody staff.

All custody officers are to be reminded to ask the detainees if they want to seen by the custody visitors in a positive manner. Also, detainees who decline a visit, are to be asked why they did so.

V Stubbs re-emphasised that he can only act on issues if these are reported directly to him or via the CV3 form.  

The co-ordinators welcomed the force response to the issues raised by visitors now being included in the custody visits summary report.

4.
CUSTODY VISITORS’ SEMINAR - FEEDBACK

Thirty two custody visitors attended the seminar on the 26 November 2005.  Many of the comments received had been positive.  Visitors felt that the programme and presentations were very good and had enjoyed the seminar. However, it was commented that certain sections of the room could not always hear the speakers clearly.

It was suggested that the next seminar be held during the summer / early autumn.

5.
ICVA - UPDATE
At the last meeting of the ICVA Executive Management Committee, proposals to improve ICVA’s monitoring systems to make them more robust and transparent were submitted.  Papers for codes of conduct for employees and members, procedural standing orders, financial regulations and contractual orders were all presented to the Executive Committee for consideration and adoption.

The Community Engagement Committee, on 16 January 2006, agreed that the procedures should be adopted.  Panel Co-ordinators raised no comments.  

6. PANEL ROUND UP

(i)
Concern was expressed that some visitors did not regularly attending panel meetings and a few had not attended for a long time.  Efforts have been made to find suitable dates to accommodate those regularly unable to attend. An item was also included on the last custody visiting newsletter reiterating the need and expectation that custody visitors should regularly attend Panel meetings.  This is to be monitored.

(ii) The co-ordinators will be sent a letter outlining the requirements for the submission of their annual panel reports. 

7.
STRATEGIC POLICE FORCE

B Wilson gave a brief position statement on the possible amalgamation between the three North East police forces.

8.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday, 26 April 2006 in the Saltwell Room, Gateshead Civic Centre.
