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                           REPORT TO TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES 

                           JOINT COMMITTEE

15 March 2006
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Archives Joint Committee –Programme of Meetings

REPORT OF:

Roger Kelly, Chief Executive, Gateshead
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY


Purpose of the report

1. To seek the Committee’s agreement to move from a programme of three four monthly meetings per year to a quarterly programme of meetings.

Background

· In order to meet new statutory requirements relating to the audit of accounts, the Joint Committee will need to meet in June and September for this and subsequent years in order to agree and sign off the Joint Committee accounts.

2. In addition, alongside the need to meet these new statutory requirements, the Joint Committee also needs to be able to agree its Estimates during November. It is not possible to consider the Estimates prior to November as all the necessary information needed to compile the report will not be available.

3. Currently the Joint Committee’s agreed programme of meetings is for three four monthly meetings, which as a matter of longstanding practice are held in July, November and February each year. It does not take account of the new audit of accounts requirements. 

4. In order to allow the Joint Committee to meet the statutory requirements regarding the accounts and consider the estimates at the appropriate time it is therefore proposed that the Joint Committee agree to meet on a quarterly basis with the following programme of meetings

22 June 2006

21 September 2006

16 November 2006

15 February 2007

Policy Context

1.  Gateshead Council’s constitution provides that the management of the Council’s Archives functions will be dealt with via the Archives Joint Committee. Gateshead Council acts as lead authority for the Joint Committee.

Consultation

2. The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT, Gateshead Council has been consulted on this issue.

Implications

3. The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT Gateshead Council, confirms that the proposed programme of quarterly meetings will enable the statutory requirements in relation to the audit of accounts to be met and allow consideration of the Joint Committee estimates at the appropriate time.

Recommendations

4. It is recommended that the Joint Committee agree to move from a programme of three four monthly meetings per year to a quarterly programme of meetings which will be held in June, September, November and February each year.

CONTACT: Angela Frisby, Team leader, Corporate Secretariat Gateshead

Tel. 433 2138                                                                        
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Background

5. Gateshead Council’s auditors have advised that in order to meet new statutory requirements relating to the audit of accounts, the Joint Committee will need to meet in June and September for this and subsequent years in order to agree and sign off the Joint Committee accounts.

6. In addition, alongside the need to meet these new statutory requirements, the Joint Committee also needs to be able to agree its Estimates during November. It is not possible to consider the Estimates prior to November as all the necessary information needed to compile the report will not be available.

7. Currently the Joint Committee’s agreed programme of meetings is for three four monthly meetings, which as a matter of longstanding practice are held in July, November and February each year. It does not take account of the new audit of accounts requirements. 

Proposal


Councillors agree to move from a programme of three four monthly 

     meetings per year to a quarterly programme of meetings.

Consultation

The Strategic Director, Finance and ICT, Gateshead Council has been consulted on this issue.

Alternative Options

· There are no alternative options 

Implications of Recommended Option

· Equal Opportunities Implications -  The proposals will not have an impact on any issues relating to equal opportunities

· Crime and Disorder Implications -  There are no crime and disorder implications associated with this report.

· Environmental Implications -  There are no environmental implications associated with this report
· Human Rights Implications -  There are no human rights implications associated with this report.

· Ward Implications -  The proposals will not have any implications for any particular ward.
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