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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
15 March 2006
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Digitisation of family history resources

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Head of Cultural Services
 

Purpose of the Report
To seek the approval of the committee for an agreement with the Genealogical Society of Utah (GSU) to digitise family history resources.

 

Background

1. The Best Value Review of the Archives Service identified the need to deliver more services electronically and to give access to contact via the Service’s website.

2. The GSU has for many years held microfilm copies of family history resources, including church and cemetery registers, which it has either microfilmed in partnership with the Archives Service, or has purchased from the Archives Service.

3. The GSU maintains a website www.familysearch.org that provides searchable indexes to church and other registers but does not give access to the images of the registers. Access to the microfilms is available at GSU family history centres by means of a loan system throughout the world.

4. The GSU now wishes to digitise the microfilms it holds in order to give direct access to the content through its website.

Proposal

5. The GSU will give copies of the electronic files it produces to the Archives Service so that we can use them in-house, and also through our own website or a restricted network in any way we choose.

6. The GSU will agree to protect the images it places on its own website so that they cannot be downloaded or printed out. Anyone who wants a copy of an image will be directed to the Archives Service.

7. A legal agreement is required to protect the interests of the Archives Service and of the owners of the original records.

Recommendation

8. It is recommended that the committee agree that Gateshead Council will negotiate and sign an appropriate legal agreement with the GSU on behalf of the Joint Committee.

Alternative Options

9.  There is no alternative option at present.

CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1

Implications of Recommended Option

1.  Equal Opportunities Implications -  nil

2. Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

3. Environmental Implications -  nil

4. Human Rights Implications -  nil

5. Ward Implications -  nil
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