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ARCHIVES USERS GROUP

Minutes of the meeting held at the Archives Service, Blandford House, Newcastle upon Tyne, Tuesday 15 November 2005

Present: 
Mrs A Borthwick (chair)
Dr C M Fraser

Mrs A Lang

Miss C Liddell

Ms E Rees

Dr W Stokes 

Mrs H Whale

Dr T Yellowley

1. Apologies for absence were received from Fred Furness, Fiona Green, Phil Hall, Barbara Harbottle, Stafford Linsley and Alan Seaman.
2. Minutes of meeting held on 19 July 2005 were approved as a correct record.

3. Matters arising

There were three matters arising.

· The PFI bid had not been successful, largely due to the large sum of money required. South Tyneside Council were still pursuing the project and were preparing a bid to the Big Lottery fund.

· The bid for designation of the shipbuilding and maritime trade collections had also failed on the grounds that we had insufficiently demonstrated their national and international importance. Members expressed their surprise. It was possible to supply additional evidence for resubmission within 12 months and the chief archivist was working on this.

· The CARN ticket system would be implemented from January 2006, but existing users would be invited to pre-register.

4. Report on Meeting of Archives Joint Committee, 20 October 2005

Ann Borthwick reported on the meeting of the Joint Committee, which had taken place on 20 October. 

(i). The Best Value Review impact report highlighted changes that had been made to improve the service. These included work on accommodation, the establishment of the development trust, Saturday opening, the cultural diversity project and improvements in ICT. Future plans included audience development and a Mauretania centenary exhibition, as well as the re-examination of the records management service.

(ii). A report on Comprehensive Performance Assessment and Local Area Agreements pointed out how the archives service could contribute to these. In future cultural services would be assessed with equal weighting alongside other service areas such as housing. The archives service was already contributing to the shared priorities of central and local government.  Members asked if this might lead to additional funding, but requirements such as Gershon efficiency savings militated against this.

(iii). A report on the remaining financial implications of the purchase of the Bewick letters had demonstrated that the full cost of these could be met.

(iv). Audited accounts for 2004/05 were approved, together with a statement on auditing standards.

5. Report of Chief Archivist 1 March – 30 June 2005

This had been circulated.

The chief archivist highlighted new accessions including records of Scottish and Newcastle Breweries prior to their move from Gallowgate, Hawthorn Leslie photo albums that had been received as a result of press publicity about our shipbuilding records, correspondence of Augustus Welby Pugin relating to his work on St Mary’s RC Cathedral, and personal papers of Ruth Dodds of Gateshead.

Members were complimentary about the design of the new website, and about the quantity of information that could now be easily accessed through the online catalogue, which they had found straightforward to use.

6. Development Trust

The Chief Archivist reported on the first meeting of the steering group, which had discussed the proposed remit of the Trust and mapped out how the various steps might be taken forward.

A wider involvement of service users through the trust was envisaged and members of the User Group were reassured that they would be kept in touch with developments.

7. Any other business

As this was the last meeting of the User Group Ann Borthwick thanked those present for their efforts and support, some over many years.

It was agreed that minutes of the meeting would be sent to all members as soon as possible.
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