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	Report to West and Central Area Board 

                                            16 February 2006

	
	


	
	

	Title:


	Venues for Future Meetings of the Area Board

	Report of:
	Director of Finance and ICT

	
	


Purpose of report
1. To consider whether Gateshead Civic Centre continues to be an appropriate venue for future meetings of the Area Board.

Background
2. The Area Board agreed, at its meeting on 3 March 2005, that all meetings be held at Gateshead Civic Centre for a trial period of six months.

3. This six month period has now elapsed and the Area Board requested at its last meeting on 5 January 2006 that a report be submitted to this meeting with details of the number of members of the public that have attended meetings since they have been held at the Civic Centre in order to review the suitability of the venue.

Public attendance 

4. Only one member of the public has attended an Area Board meeting since it has been held at Gateshead Civic Centre.

5. Prior to meetings being held at the Civic Centre, meetings were held at different venues within the three neighbourhoods covered by this Area Board.  Attendance at these venues was generally poor, though it was better than it is at present.  An average of two members of the public attended the nine meetings that took place.

Equality and Diversity Implications

6. Meetings of the Area Board are widely publicised and are open to any member of the public to attend.  Equality and diversity implications have always been taken into consideration when identifying venues for meetings.

Financial Implications

7. The Director of Finance and ICT confirms that any costs arising from this report can be met from within existing budgets.


Recommendation
8. The Area Board is asked consider whether Gateshead Civic Centre should continue to be the venue for meetings of the Area Board.

Contact: Stuart Gibson, Company Administrator

Tel No: (0191) 433 5308
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