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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
9 February 2006
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Archives Service accommodation

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Head of Cultural Development
 

Purpose of the Report
To report on progress with regard to new accommodation for the Archives Service

 

Background

1. Following the Best Value Review of the archives service, members accepted the recommendation that new accommodation was required in order to continue and develop the service. After an open request for expressions of interest South Tyneside Council put forward a proposal for a joint project with a new library in South Shields – the Infostore.

2. A PFI bid to carry this forward was submitted by South Tyneside Council, but rejected in 2005.

3. South Tyneside Council have continued their interest in pursuing a joint project with the archives service.

4. At its meeting in October 2005 the Joint Committee requested the archives service to develop alternative plans in the event of the lack of a successful outcome of the collaboration with South Tyneside.

Current Developments

5. South Tyneside Council have now submitted an application for grant funding from the Living Landmarks stream of the Big Lottery Fund (BLF), a scheme worth £140 million nationally. The Infostore bid is for £23.9 million.

6. It is understood that BLF will draw up a long list of projects they are interested in, which they will then visit in April to assess further. A decision on this stage will be made in May.

7. If successful in the first stage, a stage 2 bid would be prepared for submission by January 2007, with a decision being made in June 2007.

8. In the meantime South Tyneside is also commissioning with the archives service a full options appraisal for the service. This will be an independent study looking in detail at the archives service’s options for improving our accommodation, and will be required whether or not the Living Landmarks bid is successful. Funding has not yet been fully identified for this, but will be outside the joint committee’s core budget.

Recommendations

9. It is recommended that the committee agree 

· To support South Tyneside Council’s continuing efforts to secure funding for new archives service accommodation, subject to further reports on financial implications as necessary.

· To the commissioning of an options appraisal for the service, subject to funding being identified.

· That development of alternative proposals be deferred until the receipt of the options appraisal report and the outcome of the first stage bid.

Alternative Options

10.  There is no alternative option at present.

CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1

Implications of Recommended Option

1.  Equal Opportunities Implications -  nil

2. Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

3. Environmental Implications -  nil

4. Human Rights Implications -  nil

5. Ward Implications -  nil
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