GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

24 JANUARY 2006

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: C.Donovan, M Graham, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier 
C329
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 10 January 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.  

C330
SCHOOL ORGANISATION PLAN: REVIEW OF PRIMARY PROVISION


Consideration has been given to the outcomes of the consultation process for Stage 2 of the Review of Primary Provision and to the preferred options that will form the basis for further consultation in Stage 3 of the review process.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the views of all stakeholders as summarised in 





Appendix 3 to the report be noted.

(ii) That the preferred options in respect of the Review of Primary Provision as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report be approved.

(iii) That officers arrange a further consultation with stakeholders, based on the preferred options and timescales, as set out in Appendix 2 to the report.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure the Council fulfils its statutory responsibilities in respect of providing sufficient schools and making effective use of resources.

(B) To maintain and improve the high quality of educational provision made by the Council for our children and young people.

(C) To ensure that any changes to primary schools are only implemented following appropriate consultations.


(Following the Standards Committee’s decision to grant Cabinet Members a dispensation from declaring prejudicial interests in the above matter, to enable them to consider it and transact the necessary business, all Cabinet Members present declared personal interests because they are governors of schools concerned).


(Councillors Childs, Dodds, King, McNally, I Rippeth, N Rippeth and M Wallace declared personal and prejudicial interests in the above matter because they are governors and/or parents of pupils at the schools concerned and withdrew form the meeting during discussion on schools on which they had declared their respective interests). 

C331
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN (LTP): INTEGRATED TRANSPORT CAPITAL PROGRAMME UPDATE 


Consideration has been given to progress with the LTP integrated transport capital programme.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the revisions to the integrated transport capital 






programme for 2005/06 as set out in Appendix 2 to the 





report be approved.







(ii)
That the indicative programme for the period 2006 to 






2011 as set out in Appendix 3 be approved.

The above decisions have been made to enable the design and implementation of transport schemes in support of the Council’s policy objectives.

C332
SPEED MANAGEMENT PLAN


Consideration has been given to the proposal to use the draft Speed Management Plan as an interim document for the development of programmes within urban areas of the Borough and to receiving a further report on the approach to be adopted in rural areas after the Government issues revised guidance on this.


The alternative option to that recommended, but which has been discounted, included not implementing any of the proposals until the Government has issued its guidance on the approach to be adopted in rural areas.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the draft Speed Management Plan be approved as 
an interim document for the development of speed 
management proposals in urban areas of the Borough.



(ii)
That following further Government guidance on the 
approach to be adopted in rural areas and consultation, 
a final version of the Speed Management Plan be 
brought back to Cabinet for approval.


The above decision has been made to provide a basis for the development of speed management proposals within Gateshead.

C333
SALTMEADOWS RIVERSIDE REMEDIATION


Consideration has been given to remediation proposals for Saltmeadows Riverside.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the remediation proposals be noted.

(ii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to invite tenders from specialist contractors for the work.

(iii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to continue the appointment of the specialist consultants Safety and Ecology Corporation Limited, to validate the works.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure the satisfactory decontamination of the site in accordance with statutory requirements, Environment Agency guidelines and Council policy.

(B) To re-open the site to the public and re-open the National Cycle Network route 14.

C334
COUNCIL TAX BASE 2006/07


Consideration has been given to the council tax base for 2007/07 for the Parish of Lamesley and the Borough of Gateshead.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That pursuant to this report and in accordance with the 
Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) 
Regulations 1992, the amount calculated by Gateshead 
Council as its council tax base for the year 2006/07 shall 
be 57,286.



(ii)
That pursuant to this report and in accordance with the 
Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) 
Regulations 1992, the amount calculated as being the 
Parish Council of Lamesley’s council tax base for the 
year 2006/07 shall be 1206.


The above decision has been made to set a council tax base in accordance with statutory requirements.

C335
POLICY AND SERVICE PLANNING CYCLE – 2006/07 SERVICE ESTIMATES


Consideration has been given to the Council’s revised estimate for 2005/06 and the draft base budget for 2006/07.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:

(i) Approve the revised estimate for 2005/06.

(ii) Approve the draft base budget for 2006/07 as set out in Appendix 2 to the report.


The above decisions have been made to allow progression to the next stage of the Policy and Service Planning Cycle.

C336
CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND PRUDENTIAL INDICATORS 2005/06 – THIRD QUARTER REVIEW


Consideration has been given to the latest position on the 2005/06 capital budget and prudential indicators at the end of the third quarter to 31 December 2005.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:

(i) Approve the variations to the 2005/06 capital programme as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report as the revised programme. 

(ii) Approve the financing of the revised programme.

(iii) Approve the additional allocation of £13.0m in 2005/06 to The Gateshead Housing Company to implement projects as agreed in the Company’s Delivery Plan, subject to formal approval by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.

(iv) Note that none of the approved prudential indicators set for 2005/06 have been breached.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To accommodate changes to the Council’s in-
year capital expenditure plans.

(B) 
To ensure the optimum use of the Council’s 
capital resources in 2005/06.

(C) 
To ensure performance has remained within the 
approved prudential limits.

C337
HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT 2006/07

Consideration has been given to the Housing Revenue Account for 2006/07, incorporating rent increases in line with the Government’s revised policy on property specific rent restructuring, an increase in fees and charges in line with Strategic Guidance and provision of the management fee for The Gateshead Housing Company.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:

(i) Approve the Housing Revenue Account for 2006/07 as set out in Appendix 2 to the report.

(ii) Approve that fees and charges are increased as shown in Appendix 3 with effect from 1 April 2006.

The above decisions have been made to set a Housing Revenue Account for 2006/07 which is in credit as required under the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (Part VI).

C338
EMPTY PROPERTY STRATEGY 2006 - 2009


Consideration has been given to the Empty Property Strategy for Gateshead which sets out the key objectives that the Council and its partners will work towards achieving in order to reduce the number of empty properties in the borough.


RESOLVED - 
That Council be recommended to approve the Empty Property Strategy as set out in Appendix 2 to the report.


The above decision has been made to ensure the Council acts to minimise the number of empty properties in the borough to help towards creating sustainable environments.

C339
UNITARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN (UDP) – DEPOSIT DRAFT REPLACEMENT 
PLAN


Consideration has been given to the Deposit Draft Replacement Plan, which has 
been revised to take account of objections received to it whilst on deposit.


RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to:

(i) Note the objections received and endorse the officers’ approach to resolving them subject to the comment reference 568/5 not being attributed to Councillor I Rippeth.

(ii) Approve the Re-deposit Draft Replacement Unitary Development Plan and authorise it to be placed on deposit for a period of six weeks between 30 January 2006 and 13 March 2006.

(iii) Authorise the Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader to make any necessary final amendments to the plan before it is placed on deposit.

(iv) Note the likely future UDP preparation programme.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To progress the review of the Unitary Development Plan.

(B) To provide for appropriate future growth that will optimise benefits for the Borough’s residents.

(At this point Councillor Henry withdrew from the meeting and Councillor Mearns took the Chair for the remainder of the meeting).

C340
HIGH HEDGES LEGISLATION – ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 
ADMINISTRATION AND DETERMINATION OF COMPLAINTS


Consideration has been given to proposals for the administration and determination 
of complaints regarding high evergreen hedges.


The alternative options to those being recommended, but which were discounted, 
included allocating the function to an existing or new committee of the Council and 
charging a higher fee for the administration of the complaint.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:



(i)
Delegate to the Head of Regulatory Services 





responsibility for administering and determining 




complaints.




(ii)
Agree that the fee for the service be set initially at £320 



(£160 for concessions).


The above decision has been made to enable the Head of Regulatory Services to 
deal with complaints regarding high evergreen hedges.

C341
PUBLIC TRANSPORT – REPORT OF THE SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES – 
PLACE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


Consideration has been given to the findings of the Sustainable Communities – 
Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee’s (OSC) in relation to the issue of public 
transport in Gateshead.


RESOLVED - 
That the recommendations from the OSC as set out in the 


report be endorsed.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To improve public transport in Gateshead.

(B) To support the delivery of the Council’s vision for transport.

C342
GRANTS AND AWARDS – INTERIM FUNDING ARRANGEMENTS FOR KEY 
ORGANISATIONS IN 2006/07


Consideration has been given to interim funding arrangements for Gateshead 
Voluntary Organisation Council, Gateshead Citizens Advice Bureau, 
Gateshead Law Centre and Gateshead Victim Support in 2006/07, pending the 
completion of discussions on future contractual arrangements with the Council.


The alternative options to that being recommend, but which have been discounted, 
included not continuing grant payments from April 2006 to the organisations 
concerned pending the outcome of contractual and discussions on the proposed 
Community and Legal Advice Centre and not commissioning a contract with 
Gateshead Victim Support.


RESOLVED - 
That grant payments continue to be made to Gateshead 


Voluntary Organisation Council, Gateshead Citizens Advice 


Bureau, Gateshead Law Centre and Gateshead Victim Support 

at a standstill level in 2006/07, pending the completion of 


discussions on future contractual arrangements with the 


Council.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To clarify the interim funding position of these organisations in 2006/07 and prevent cashflow problems arising pending the finalisation of contractual arrangements.

(B) Victim support services have been identified as a key priority within the Community Safety and Drugs Strategy 2005 – 08. Developments within the Gateshead Victim Support Service to support victims of racist incidents and anti social behaviour are dependent upon the financial stability of the core Victim Support service.

(Councillors M Graham and Napier declared personal and prejudicial interests in 
the above matter because they are members of the respective management bodies 
of Gateshead Victim Support and the Gateshead Law Centre).

C343
REVENUE BUDGET MONITORING 2005/06


Consideration has been given to the latest position on the 2005/06 revenue budget 
at the end of the third quarter to 31 December 2005.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council’s 2005/06 revenue expenditure position at 31 

December 2005, as set out in Appendix 2 to the report be 


noted.


The above decision has been made to contribute to the good financial management 
practice of the Council.

C344
STREET SCENE ENFORCEMENT PROTOCOL AND PROCEDURE


Consideration has been given to the proposed Street Scene Enforcement Protocol 
and Procedure.


RESOLVED - 
That the Street Scene Enforcement Protocol and Procedures as 

set out in Appendix 2 to the report be endorsed.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council regulates legislation 
relating to the street scene in a way that is effective and follows the fair, consistent, 
good practice approach stated in the Government’s Enforcement Concordat.


REGIONAL PROTOCOL FOR ASSESSING AND SUPPORTING FAILED 
ASYLUM SEEKERS


The above item was withdrawn.

C345
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION


Consideration has been given to responses to four recent consultations.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the views of the Corporate Vitality Advisory Group 



be sought on the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister’s 



consultation ‘Local Strategic Partnerships: Shaping their 



future’ as set out in Appendix 1 and thereafter a report 



be submitted to Cabinet on the Council’s proposed 




response before the deadline for responses of 3 March 



2006.




(ii)
That the responses to the following consultations be 




endorsed:

· Audit Commission – National Studies Programme 
2006/07 – Appendix 2

· Home Office – Restructuring Probation to Reduce 
Re-Offending – Appendix 3

· Home Office – Enabling Local Authorities to 
Contract their Anti-Social Behaviour Order 
Functions to Organisations Managing their 
Housing Stock – Appendix 4  

The above decisions have been made to enable the Council to contribute to the 
consultations.

C346
APPOINTMENTS TO COUNCIL AND OUTSIDE BODIES


Consideration has been given to the appoint of Councillors to fill vacancies on a 
number of Council and outside bodies.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That Councillor P McNally be appointed to fill the 




vacancies on the following bodies:

· Sustainable Communities Place - Advisory Group

· East Gateshead Partnership Management Board

· Sure Start Partnership – Deckham and Felling

· Targeted Communities Partnership

· Felling Community Association

· Gateshead Town Twinning Committee

· Old Fold Community Association

· Pelaw Youth Centre

· Stoneygate Community Association


(ii)
That Councillor JI Mearns be appointed to the 




Investment Trust Sub Committee of the Tyne and Wear 


Development Committee in place of Councillor P Murray 


who has resigned from the body.

C347
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of Local Education Authority 
(LEA) School Governors to schools where vacancies have arisen, in accordance 
with Regulation 6 of The School Governance (Constitution)(England) Regulations 
2003. 


RESOLVED - 
That the appointment of Local Education Authority School 


Governors to the schools where there is a vacancy for a period 

of four years be approved as follows:

	School


	Appointment
	Date from

	Portobello Primary
	Brian Dunn 


	24 January 2006

	Ryton Comprehensive
	Mr J Graham
	24 January 2006

	Tyne View Primary
	Dr M Sherratt
	24 January 2006

	Front Street Primary
	Susan Craig
	24 January 2006

	St Aidan’s C of E Primary
	Councillor P Rice
	24 January 2006

	Kingsmeadow


	Councillor P Rice
	24 January 2006

	St Joseph’s Junior, Birtley
	Mrs M Foy


	24 January 2006

	High Spen Primary
	Lynne Caffrey
	24 January 2006

	Harlow Green Junior
	Councillor K Wood
	24 January 2006

	Thomas Hepburn
	Councillor K Childs
	24 January 2006


C348
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 


appendix to the report.

C349
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraph of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

C350
COMMUNITY LEGAL AND ADVICE CENTRE (Paragraph 9)


Consideration has been given to the principle of establishing a Community Legal and Advice Centre (CLAC) in Gateshead.


RESOLVED - 
That the broad principles of establishing a CLAC in Gateshead 



be approved, for the purpose of enabling officers to consult on 



the proposals and report back to Cabinet on 25 April 2006. 


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To consult on key messages from the Council and Legal 
Services Commission.




(B)
To take the opportunity to join up funding and improve 



the targeting and quality of legal and advice services for 



people living in Gateshead.




(C)
To consult on a fair process for ensuring information is 



communicated to all legal services suppliers in 





Gateshead.






(D)
To seek to involve potential clients in consultative, 





tendering, evaluation and service delivery elements.

(Councillor Napier declared a personal interest in the above matter because he is a 
member of the Management Committee of the Gateshead Law Centre).

C351
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraphs 3,7&9)


Consideration has been given to a number of lease renewals and property 
disposals.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the following lease renewals be approved on the 



terms and conditions detailed in schedule 1 to the report.

· 5 Trafford, Allerdene – Sarvjit Singh Dhilon

· The Old Bank, Swinburne House – Advocacy in Gateshead

· First Floor Office, Swinburne House – Victim Support Northumbria

· Land at Ellison Road, Dunston – Maiden Outdoor

· 178 Carr Hill Road – Mr A De Cristofaro

(ii)
That the following property disposals be approved on the 
terms and conditions detailed in schedule 1 to the report.

· Land rear of Hedgefield Terrace, Highfield – Wilcomm Homes

· 31 Grisedale Gardens, Chowdene – Mr Copeland

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 26 January 2006
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