NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE – 16 JANUARY 2006

INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS’ TRAINING SEMINAR 

REPORT OF THE CLERK

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

To update the Committee on the Independent Custody Visitors’ Seminar which was held in the Gateshead Civic Centre on Saturday, 26 November 2005.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 The Authority has operated a lay visiting scheme, later re-named

independent custody visiting scheme, since 1986.

2.2 The Police Reform Act 2002 placed independent custody visiting on a

statutory basis from 1 April 2003.

2.3 The Home Secretary subsequently issued the code of practice on independent custody visiting that Police Authorities and independent custody visitors must have regard to in carrying out their relevant functions.

2.4
The code of practice states that the basic responsibility for the training 


of independent custody visitors lies with the Police Authority.

2.5
The independent custody visitors were consulted on the proposed arrangements for the seminar and the themes for the presentations were based on their suggestions. 

3. INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS’ TRAINING SEMINAR - REPORT 

3.1 Thirty two independent custody visitors and two Members of the Authority attended the seminar. Councillor Darke opened the seminar, on behalf of the Authority.

3.2 Chief Inspector V Stubbs, Criminal Justice Department, gave a presentation on the current and future arrangements for custody provision by Northumbria Police.

3.3 Mr S Mills of H M immigration Service then gave a presentation on the role of the Service in border control and the enforcement and removal of illegal immigrants.

3.4 Inspector N Wilkinson, Criminal Justice Department, then gave the first of his two presentations on how Northumbria Police deal with young people in custody. His second presentation related to health and safety in custody. 

3.5 Mr Foster then summarised the main points of the seminar in closing the event on behalf of the Authority.

3.6 A report on the independent custody visitors’ training seminar will be sent to all independent custody visitors for their information in the near future.

4. FEEDBACK ON THE SEMINAR

4.1 The initial feedback from those that attended the seminar was that it had been a very interesting and worthwhile event.

5. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

5.1 It is considered the report has no equal opportunities implications.

6. HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

6.1 The functions of the independent custody visiting scheme do have human rights implications. In checking the treatment of and conditions for detainees in police stations, independent custody visitors are protecting detainees’ human rights, particularly Article 5, the right to liberty and security of persons.

7. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 The travelling expenses involved with attending the seminar can be met from within the 2005/06 revenue budget.

8. RECOMMENDATION

9.1
The Committee is asked to note the report.

