	Forum
	Gateshead

	VENUE
	St Nicholas’ Church Hall, Willow Avenue, Dunston

	date
	10 January 2006

	Chair
	Mr T Atkinson

	Officers
	Superintendent M Hassen, Inspector P Bentley, Sergeant McIntyre, PC Hay and I Burns

	attendance Details
	  3 Local Councillors

  1 Council Officer 

24 Members of Public

28 Total

	Issues Raised

	a.
	The introduction of one area command for the whole of Gateshead has allowed greater flexibility to address policing at a local level with the areas now mirroring those of the Council’s neighbourhood action areas.  

	b.
	Motorised bikes being ridden on pavements and streets was highlighted as a major problem and concern by Councillors and members of public.  It was stressed that a license, tax and valid MOT are all required to ride any motorised vehicle.  If a child is caught on a motorised bike, they would initially receive a warning, which could then lead to the bike being seized.  Operations are being carried out to tackle the problem, such as plain clothes officers, surveillance and covert operations.  Members of the public were asked to pass any information that they have onto the Police.

	c.
	The need for a provision for those who have motorbikes in the Borough was raised.  If a suitable location could be found this would eliminate those riding illegally.  Discussions are currently ongoing with the Council to try to establish a suitable site.  There are concerns however from residents who despite the problem do not want a site near to them.

	d.
	Police reiterated that they could only act on information, which is passed to them by the Public.  If specific concerns or crimes aren’t reported to the Police nothing can be done.  All information received is logged and used to build up evidence.  This evidence can then be used to support bids made by Inspectors for additional resources to tackle problems highlighted as a hot spot or concern.

	e.
	Pedestrians are fearful of cyclists riding on pavements.  The Superintendent acknowledged that this is a problem, adults are issued with an initial warning, and told that they could face a fine if caught again. Officers are asked use their own judgement when a youth is cycling on a pavement, as it may be safer for them to do so than on the road.

	f.
	Following a spate of bus shelters being damaged and the glass broken, it was asked why perspex could not be used instead.  It is believed that glass is cheaper to replace than perspex and that it is more aesthetically pleasing.  It was stressed that these quality of life issues should continually be reported to the police.

	g.
	A suggestion was made that school yards could be opened up on an evening and weekend, to provide a provision for youths to meet and play football etc, rather than them cause damage to houses with a football and loiter around.  This is a policy issue for the Council.  The gates are currently locked to ensure that the building and its property are safe.  This issue will be discussed with the Council and reported back

	h.
	The Gateshead Area Command ‘Off beat’ project was praised for engaging with local youths during the summer.  It was asked if this could be extended to include after school and a weekend.  The Off beat project is carried out by school liaison officers, who during term time are placed in local schools, and as such do not have the time or capacity to extend to this.  It was stressed that there are a lot of resources in Dunston, but in is up to parents and youths to use them.

	i.
	To tackle underage drinking a number of operations are taking place.  These include test purchases, visiting public houses and operations such as Centurion.  Centurion uses one hundred officers to target known hot spots used by youths for drinking.  Alcohol is then seized from the youths and then poured away.

	j.
	The traffic wardens in Gateshead come under area command control.  Wardens are deployed using known intelligence to address parking issues.  Currently the parksafe initiative in conjunction with the Council, uses the wardens in a particular area for between three and four weeks initially giving warnings to offenders, then where necessary issuing fines to persistent offenders.

	k.
	Various actions can be taken against unruly and disruptive tenants.  The Police work closely with the Council and The Gateshead Housing Company to combat anti social behaviour in the area. Various levels of action can be taken including anti social behaviour agreements and orders leading to possible eviction.  The Council are currently championing the introduction of a Private Landlords register which allows checks to be carried out on potential tenants prior to them entering a property.

	l.
	Police are to carry out an initiative to target problems on the ash path/walkway near to Knightside Gardens, which is causing distress to residents.  Vandalism to fences and hedges is being caused by youths in this area.

	m.
	The Police are to request that the Council places a speed monitor on Wellington Road.  Concerns were raised that speeding was excessive in this area and that action was necessary before a member of the public is injured.

	n.
	The Superintendent informed the members of the public who provided their name and address that they would receive feedback on the issues raised at the meeting


	Forum
	Sunderland

	VENUE
	Farringdon Jubilee Centre, Allendale Road, Sunderland

	date
	11 January 2006

	Chair
	Mrs A Brunton

	Officers
	Chief Superintendent D Pryer, Chief Inspector Parish, Inspector Parish, Inspector Smith, Sergeant Lockey, Sergeant Whittle, CBM Patterson and I Burns

	attendance Details
	 6  Local Councillors

 5  Members of Public

11 Total

	Issues Raised

	a.
	One member of the public reported that he feels compelled to leave his home at around 6pm and not return until 12am as he is being terrorised by youths outside of his home.  He felt that he is being victimised following an earlier incident with one of the youths’ father.  Police took the gentleman’s details and are to follow this up, as it is unacceptable to feel unsafe in your own home.

	b.
	The reduction in crime was welcomed, but it was highlighted that it is the quality of life crimes, which require attention.  These are hitting communities hard and little action is being seen.  The community have a large part to play in this.  If information is not reported to the Police action cannot be taken to overcome these issues.  The Safer Sunderland Partnership also are targeting and tackling disorder issues.

	c.
	The Police were praised for the efforts they had made in reducing a pattern of events that were occurring in Ashdown Road.  Various environmental works have taken place, which have reduced the number of reported incidents.  The Police reiterated that crimes have to be reported in order for action to be taken.  If incidents and reports are received a pattern of events helps to inform the overall mapping of hotspots.  The police then directly target these hotspots.

	d.
	The Hetton Town Council representative once again thanked the Police for the CCTV, which had been made available in the Town Centre.  It has helped however it is regularly moved from the Town Centre to other parts of the City.  The need for CCTV is common across the city and its provision is a funding issue.  The Council determines where the priority need is for it and adjusts its delivery accordingly.  The Chief Superintendent agreed, as he did at the last Forum, that this would be raised at the next Safer Sunderland Partnership meeting.

	e.
	One of the ward Councillors for Farringdon raised concern at the speed which cars are travelling along a road leading to A690 roundabout from the ‘Prospect’.  One issue is the speed, the second is that houses face onto the road and cars have to choose either to reverse their car onto their drive, or drive on and reverse off, either way causing concerns and potential accidents.  The Chief Superintendent agreed to deploy the motor patrol team to look at the issue. 

	f.
	One member of public thanked the police and reassured those present that reporting crimes to the police does result in action being taken.  Following his issue being reported, the investigating officer had kept him informed at every step of the investigation and provided regular updates.  

	g.
	Those Councillors present at the last forum in Silksworth, thanked the Police for responding to the issue raised about the interpretation of crime statistics.  A Police Officer will now be present at each area committee to present the figures whenever possible.

	h.
	Concerns were raised that new streetlights, which had been placed in and around Ashdown Road and Ambrose Road, were all out on a regular basis.  The Councillors present pointed out that streetlight faults should be reported using a free phone number and are usually repaired within two days.

	i.
	One Ward Councillor pointed out that not all youths who congregate cause problems for residents, and that recently operations such as Avalanche found that youths were travelling in from various parts of Sunderland to gather.  To overcome such problems a Church Hall has been rented for local youths to use as they wish once a week initially for a trial period.  It was found after talking to the youths that rather than have set activities, that they would prefer somewhere to sit and talk to each other.


	
	
	



