NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE – 16 JANUARY 2006 

INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION - UPDATE 

REPORT OF THE CLERK

1.
PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1
To update the Committee on the latest position in regard to the Independent Custody Visiting Association (ICVA).

2.
REVIEW OF ICVA  

2.1
A review of ICVA is to be carried out by the Home Office by their consultants OPM. A review specification has been submitted to the Home Office by the consultants and once approval is given it is expected that the review will be completed by June 2006.

3.
ICVA EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

3.1
At the last meeting of the ICVA Executive Management Committee, proposals to improve ICVA’s monitoring systems to make them more robust and transparent were submitted.

3.2
The papers for codes of conduct for employees and members, procedural standing orders, financial regulations and contractual orders submitted to the ICVA Executive Management Committee are included in the appendices to the report.

3.3
It is proposed that the new measures be formally adopted at the next meeting of the ICVA Executive Management Committee on 25 March 2005, subject to any comments from Member Police Authorities, and then incorporated into ICVA’s constitution.      

4.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

4.1
It is considered the report has no equal opportunities implications.

5.
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS 

5.1
The functions of the independent custody visiting scheme do have human rights implications. In checking the treatment of and conditions for detainees in police stations, independent custody visitors are protecting detainees’ human rights, particularly Article 5, the right to liberty and security of persons.

6.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

6.1 It is considered the report has no financial implications.

7.
RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1
The Committee is requested to:-

(i) Note the report.

(ii)
Agree, subject to any comments from the Committee, to the formal adoption of the new measures at the ICVA Executive Management Committee meeting on 25 March 2006. 

