GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

10 JANUARY 2006

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: D Bollands, M Graham, McElroy, Mearns, Mole and Napier 
C315
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 13 December 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.  

C316
MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES – REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION PANEL


Consideration has been given to the findings of the Independent Remuneration Panel’s review of the special responsibility allowances for the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Licensing Committee and Regulatory Committee.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the recommendations of the Independent Remuneration Panel in relation to the special responsibility allowances for the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Licensing Committee and Regulatory Committee.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the scheme of members’ allowances remains adequate to recognise the time and effort given by councillors to their Council duties.
C317
BEST VALUE REVIEW OF SERVICES TO NEIGHBOURHOODS – SCOPE OF THE REVIEW


Consideration has been given to the proposed scope for the Best Value Review of Services to Neighbourhoods.


RESOLVED - 
That the proposed scope of the Best Value Review of Services to Neighbourhoods, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council and its partners provide joined up services, which are value for money and meet local need.

C318
HOUSING INSPECTION FINAL REPORT – FORMAL RESPONSE


Consideration has been given to the formal response to the Housing Inspection Final report.


RESOLVED - 
That the response to the Housing Inspection Final report, as outlined in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved for submission to the Audit Commission.


The above decision has been made to enable a response to be made to the Audit Commission.

C319
ANNUAL REVIEW OF SOCIAL SERVICES PERFOMANCE AND ANNUAL PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATION AND CHILDREN’S SOCIAL CARE SERVICES


Consideration has been given to the findings from the Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI) annual review of social services performance and the joint Ofsted/CSCI Annual Performance Assessment of the Council’s Education and Children’s Social Care Services.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Performance Ratings for Social Services, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, the Record of Performance Assessment for Adult Social Care, as outlined in Appendix 3 to the report, and the Annual Performance Assessment of children’s services, detailed in Appendix 5 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That these assessments and resulting action plans, detailed in Appendices 4 and 6 to the report, be referred to a joint meeting of the Healthier Communities and Children and Young People Overview and Scrutiny Committees for consideration.

(iii) That a further report be submitted to Cabinet following consideration by the Overview and Scrutiny Committees identified above.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the appropriate action is taken following the annual reviews.

C320
RESILIENCE ARRANGEMENTS


Consideration has been given to the resilience planning funding arrangements, which are required in response to recent legislative changes under the Civil Contingencies Act 2004.


RESOLVED - 
That the resilience funding be allocated on the basis of a 60:40 split between the Tyne and Wear Emergency Planning Unit (60%) and the Council (40%), with effect from 1 September 2005.


The above decision has been made because the Council has been allocated additional resources from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister to undertake the additional responsibilities under the Civil Contingencies Act 2004. Following the work undertaken in the ‘gap analysis’ it is considered that this allocation fairly reflects the differentiation in duties between the Tyne and Wear Authorities and the Tyne and Wear Emergency Planning Unit.

C321
COMMISSIONING A PATIENT-LED-NHS – CONSULTATION ON NHS RE-CONFIGURATION/BOUNDARY CHANGES


Consideration has been given to the proposals from Northumberland Tyne and Wear Strategic Health Authority for boundary changes in response to ‘Commissioning a Patient-Led-NHS.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That it be noted that a meeting of the Healthier Communities Advisory Group will take place on 23 January 2006 to consider this issue.

(ii) That the proposals be referred to the Gateshead Health and Social Care Partnership and the Healthier Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee for consideration.

(iii) That a further report be submitted outlining the Council’s formal response to the proposals, which is to be submitted before the deadline of 22 March 2006.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that the proposed reconfiguration of NHS organisations does not adversely impact on both services for residents and the health of local people.

(B) To ensure that the work of the Gateshead Strategic Partnership, the delivery of the Community Strategy and the Local Area Agreement continue to be effectively implemented through local partnership arrangements and are not compromised by the proposed reorganisation.

C322
LOCAL ENTERPRISE GROWTH INITIATIVE


Consideration has been given to the submission to Government Office North East of the application for support through the Local Enterprise Growth Initiative (LEGI), which was submitted by the deadline of 9 December 2005.


RESOLVED - 
That the application for LEGI funding as detailed in the 





appendix to the report, be endorsed.

C323
SINGLE PROGRAMME – NEW PROJECT

Consideration has been given to the action of the TyneWear Partnership in approving the Gateshead Heritage and Visitor Centre project.


RESOLVED - 
That the action of the TyneWear Partnership in approving 




expenditure from the Single Programme for the Gateshead 




Heritage and Visitor Centre project be endorsed.


The above decision has been made because the project will contribute to the overall strategies of the TyneWear Partnership and to the overall outputs and outcome for the Central Gateshead Implementation Plan.

C324
SINGLE REGENERATION BUDGET – NEW PROJECT

Consideration has been given to the action of the Gateshead Strategic Partnership in approving expenditure on the ‘OUCH – Blaydon’ project.


RESOLVED - 
That the action of the Gateshead Strategic Partnership in approving expenditure on the ‘OUCH – Blaydon’ project be endorsed. 


The above decision has been made because the project outlined will contribute to the overall strategies of the Gateshead Strategic Partnership and support the Delivery Plan relating to the scheme.

C325
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION


Consideration has been given to responses to two recent consultations.


RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations be endorsed:

· Office of the Deputy Prime Minister – Provisional Local Government Finance Settlement 

· Audit Commission – Strategic Plan 2006


The above decisions have been made to enable the Council to contribute to the consultations.

C326
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 


appendix to the report.

C327
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraph of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

C328
VARIATIONS TO THE COUNCIL’S WASTE SERVICES CONTRACT 


(Paragraph 9)

Consideration has been given to the variations to the Council’s Waste Service Contract, following the destruction of the old Campground waste processing facility and the recent completion of a new facility.

The alternative options to that being recommended, but which have been discounted, included continuing negotiations with SITA and continuing to use other facilities outside of the Borough of Gateshead.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the contents of the report be noted.

(ii) That the urgent action taken by the Group Director, Local Environmental Services, in consultation with the Strategic Directors, Legal and Corporate Services and Finance and ICT, in accordance with Schedule 5 Part 2 sub-paragraphs (4) (a) (i), (b) (i) and (e) of the Constitution, be noted.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To incorporate the newly constructed facility into the existing service contract and lease for the Campground facility.

(B) The variation to the existing contract safeguards the Council’s interest by formalising the agreement reached between the Council and Tyne Waste Limited concerning the charges to be paid by the Council for waste processing and the rebates and royalties to be repaid by Tyne Waste Limited to the Council for the remainder of the contract period.

(C) It will conclude the settlement of the disputed claim and counterclaim between the parties following the fire.


(D)
It enables waste transfer and processing operations to resume at Campground resulting in saving costs to the Council of transferring waste to other facilities outside of the borough.
(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 12 January 2006
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