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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
15 July 2004
TITLE OF REPORT:
Listening to the Past, Speaking to the Future: Report of the Archives Task Force

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Head of Cultural Development
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Department of Culture, Media & Sport (DCMS) commissioned the Museums, Libraries & Archives Council (MLA) to “carry out an in-depth analysis and review of the state of the UK’s unique and diverse archives”. The Task Force it set up reported in March 2004.

 

Policy Context

1.
The report is part of MLA’s wider role in developing museums, libraries and archives in the context of the government’s agenda in increasing access and relevance.

Consultation

2.
The Chief Archivist contributed to the Task Force consultation.

Implications

3.
None

Recommendations

4.
Note the report.
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APPENDIX 1

Background

1.  A Task Force, appointed by MLA, held eight meetings and consulted over 700 people and organisations.

2.
A large body of evidence was collected and this is available in full on the MLA website (www.mla.gov.uk).

Recommendations of the Report

3. The overall aim of the report is “An archival heritage unlocked and made open to all citizens in a way that engages them and empowers them to use archives for personal, community, social and economic benefit.” 

4. The report makes eight high-level recommendations, each with associated actions.

Recommendation One: 
Create a digital Gateway to UK Archives that will give everyone the opportunity to participate in the archival heritage

Recommendation Two: 
Position UK archives as key contributors to local, regional and national social and economic objectives

Recommendation Three: 
Release the potential of archives to enrich and enhance teaching and learning and contribute to raising standards in education

Recommendation Four: 
Increase community participation in UK archive activities with particular focus on engaging hard-to-reach communities

Recommendation Five: 
Encourage business, private and specialist archives to develop as integrated component parts of our national heritage

Recommendation Six: 
Encourage the creation and sustainability of moving image, sound, photographic and digital archives through support for relevant strategies

Recommendation Seven: 
Put in place a programme to modernize service management and improve workforce development opportunities

Recommendation Eight: 
Agreement should be sought from the four home nations of the UK on the creation of the forum that will co-ordinate the development of the recommendations of this report

Implications for Tyne & Wear Archives Service

5. The Archives Service is already making progress in relation to many of the recommendations:-

· Participation in A2A

· Matching with objectives of the five councils as part of the Best Value Review

· Work of Learning & Outreach Manager (only full-time education officer in the region)

· Cultural diversity project

· Partnership in Northern Region Film & Television Archive

6. At present no additional central funding has been made available to further any of the actions, but a response to the report from the Secretary of State is awaited.

7. Alternative Options

n/a

8. Implications of Recommended Option

Equal Opportunities Implications -  nil

Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

Environmental Implications -  nil

Human Rights Implications -  nil

Ward Implications -  nil

9. Background Information

The report and its supporting papers are available at www.mla.gov.uk
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